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The SPEAKER (Mr Thompson) took the Chair
at 10.30 am., and read prayers.

STANDING ORDERS COMMrrFEE
Report

THE SPEAKER (Mr Thompson): I have for
tabling the report of the Standing Orders Com-
mittee of the Legislative Assembly.

Tie report was tabled (see paper No. 292).

MR CLARKO (Karrinyup) [10.33 a.m.T: I
move-

That the report be printed.
Question put and passed.

SOLAR ENERGY RESEARCH BILL
Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Mensaros
(Minister for Fuel and Energy), and read a first
time.

RURAL RECONSTRUCTION SCHEME ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
MR OLD (Katanning-Minister for Agricul-

ture) [10.35 a.m.J: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second time.

The main purpose of the Bill is to amend the
Rural Reconstruction Scheme Act, 1971, to en-
compass the broader measures contained in an
agreement relating to the provisions of 'the Rural
Adjustment Scheme (1977) between the Com-
monwealth and the States which became opera-
tive on the 1st January, 1977.

The Rural Reconstruction Scheme was imple-
mented in 1971 as a result of recognition by the
Commonwealth and the States of the particular
financial requirements of persons engaged in
rural industries.

The scheme has provided very worth-while
assistance to the rural sector in debt reconstruc-
tion, farm build-up and rehabilitation, on fav-
ourable terms and low-interest rates for quite
some years, but it has not extended to the whole
of the farming community.

Although other forms of assistance were pro-
vided to the dairy farmers and beef producers
under separate legislation, such help was some-
what restrictive, and further consideration in 1976
resulted in an extension of the measures of assist-
ance available under the scheme.

Experience has shown that greater progress
would be gained by drawing together the assist-
ance Measures previously provided under the
Rural Reconstruction Scheme (1971), the Aus-
tralian Dairy Adjustment Programme and the
Beef Producers Carry-on Finance Scheme. it
was, therefore, appropriate that these provisions
were brought under one scheme and as such the
Rural Adjustment Scheme (1977) Agreement
became operative on the 1st January, 3977, thus
recognkising the continuing nature of rural adjust-
ment.

The primary objectives of the Rural Adjust-
ment Scheme are-

(1) (a) To help restore to economic via-
bility those farms and farmers with
the capacity to maintain viability
once achieved.

(b To review regularly the progress of
assisted farmers with the objective
of encouraging them to transfer to
commercial credit as soon as cir-
cumstances permit.

(2) To assist in the rehabilitation of farmers
obliged to leave farming and to alleviate
situations of personal hardship where no
other assistance is available from normal
sources of credit.

Essentially, assistance to farmers, horticulturists
and pastoralists for debt reconstruction, farm
build-up, farm improvement and carry-on finance
purposes is available only to applicants who-

(1) Are actually engaged in and dependent
upon agriculture.

(2) Ceo demonstrate that, given the assist-
ance requested, they have sound long-
term prospects for success.

(3) Are unable to obtain the required finance
from within their own resources or from
normal sources of credit.

(4) Exhibit a reasonable level of mnanage-
ment.

From the foregoing it is clear that over the years
the emphasis of the rural scene has changed,
from one of reconstruction to one of long-term
adjustment, and it is of importance to more clearly
identify the authority by amending the Act to
cover the broader aspects embodied in the Rural
Adjustment Scheme of 1977. Because of. these
changes, it is appropriate that the authority be
known as the Rural Adjustment Authority.

I am pleased to introduce this Bill which will
give effect to the requirements of the Rural
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Adjustment Agreement dated the Ist January,
1977, between the Commonwealth and the States
of Australia.

I commend the Bill to the Kouse.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr H. D.

Evans.

PAY-ROILL TAX ASSESSMENT ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 22nd September.
MR JAMIESON (Welspool-Leader of the

Opposition) [ 10.38 a.m.): This is the first of 11*
Budget Bills with which we will deal as a con-
sequence of the Budget announcements of the
Premier, and to that extent we expect a number
of other Bills to follow. This Bill seeks to give
effect to the proposals announced by the Premier
in the Budget to extend. pay-roll tax concessions.
It is not a controversial Bill, and therektre we
will naturally support it.

As a measure comprising part of the Premier's
job creation plan, it is something we look forward
to; anid we hope it will do just that. I dealt with
this matter on Tuesday last, and I thought the
whole package was quite unsatisfactory. Never-
theless, we must be thankful for small mercies.
To the extent this measure will boost the employ-
meat position in the community, it is welcomed
by the Opposition.

In his Budget speech, the Premier made much
of bow generous his Government was being to
business with pay-roll tax concessions. This needs
to be put into perspective, and I intend to do
just that. In last year's Budget there were some
pay-roll tax concessions, but the. Government's
collections still rose from $1 10 million in
1975-76 to $128 million, an- increase of 16 per
cent. As 'a matter of fact, the estimate for last
year was $124.76 million, which -represented an
increase of about 20 per cent on the previous
year's figure; however, actual collections were
some $3 million higher than the estimate.

Despite the further concessions announced in
this year's Budget, pay-roll tax collections are
expected to rise from the $128 million in 1976-77
to an estimated $142 million in 1977-78. Apply-
ing the same criteria as for last year, we can
expect the actual collection to be somewhere
around $147 million, or an additional $5 million
on the estimated figure. Using the Premier's
own figures, the increase of $14 million, or 10.9
per cent, demonstrates that the Budget conces-
sion will have a negligible effect on State
revenue.

The Reserve Bank expects the national infla-
lion rate to be about 12 per cent in 1977-78.
Under the wagt indexation system we could expect
pay-roll tax collections to rise by a similar
amount, if workers were receiving full wage
indexation. However, of course: they are not
getting full indexation--only partial indexation-
and for many workers, it is on the basis of
plateau indexation.

Therefore, wages and salaries cahnot be
expected to rise by the same amount as the
inflation rate during the current financial year.
The rises will be something less than 12 per cent,
perhaps only about 10 per cent or even less.
So, obviously, it is. not the great concession it
would appear to be. Since, as I have shown, the
Court Government expects its pay-roll tax collec-
tions to rise by 10.9 per cent during this financial
year, we can see that this pay-roll tax concession
is not a very generous one at all.

Nevertheless, to the extent that it helps small
businesses and boosts employmeist, it is welcome.
Any measure which is *designed to create more
jobs in the community must be welcomed by all
sides.

However, I would still like to see the Govern-
ment adopt some of the. propositions I put for-
ward -last Tuesday night in an endeavour to
generate more employment. I refer in particular
10 my proposal that taxes and charges should
be waived where a company can show such a
concession would enable it to employ more people.
I believe this idea should be examined very
closely. This legislation does not take us very
far in that direction; stronger measures seem to
be needed. The concessions provided will do
nothing to. cut down on the State's revenue; as a
matter of fact, as I have shown,, even with the
concessions revenue is expected to increase in
line with the anticipated rate of inflation for this
financial year.

The various concessions provided for in -the
Bill are clearly laid out, and the Premier dealt
with them during the course of his second reading
speech. They do not need to be repeated now.
The concessions are categorised in three different
sections, depending on the amount of pay-roll
tax various employers are paying, and these cate-
gories are well and truly defined under the
formula which is applied in the Bill.

I support (he Bill on behalf of the Opposition.
I do not think much more needs to be said except
that we would have liked to see this Bill as part
of a package deal to give prester encouragement
to the employment of more people.
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MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) (10.45 a.m.): I
take this opportunity to indicate to the Govern-
ment the concern which has been expressed to
me on many occasions over the last 12 months.
As members will appreciate, there are many small
businesses operating within my electorate-small
warehouses and the like. Many of the people in-
volved have drawn to my attention how iniquitous
this tax is, and although this conlcesion will help
some of them, it does not go a great deal of the
way to removing the tax altogether, which is their
ultimate aim. In fact, I am quite certain even
the Government would like to remove this tax.
The Government may feel it is quite an unfair
tax; I do not know. Of course, if the tax is
removed, the Government will have to work out
how to raise the $142 million which has been
lost to it.

Despite the fact that over the last three years
or so there have been several reductions in pay-
roll tax, the financial statements show that in
t973-74-in round millions-some $58 million
was collected; in the following year, $99 million
was collected; -and, in subsequent years, the figure
increased to $110 million and $127 million; and
this year, the estimated amount to be collected
from pay-roll tax is $142 million. As the Leader
of the Opposition said, 'this figure probably will
increase by 5 per cent or 10 per cent.

Mr Jamieson: No, by at least $5 million.

Mr DAVIES: That is not quite 5 per cent or
10 per cent, but at any rate the actual amount
collected will be substantially more than the
budgeted figure of $142 million. This figure
represents more than half the total income received
from revenue taxation. The estimated figure to
be received from this source in the current
financial year is 5265 million, and if there is no
pay-roll tax, some other tax will have to be found
to replace it. No Government can carry out its
programme without money, but I wonder whether
the Government has taken a serious look at
whether or not pay-roll tax is a fair tax.

It has been pointed out to me that if a person
is lucky enough to be in an importing or agency
business, he needs to employ only one or two
staff. That person could make an annual profit
of $50 000, and not be required to pay pay-roll
tax. However, if a person is in a small manu-
facturing business, he may need to employ about
a dozen staff-and there are a large number of
people in that category. He may make an annual
profit of only $ 10 000 or $20 000, and be required
to pay pay-roll tax. In effect, an employer is
taxed for employing people.

It is just beginning to get through to me how
unfair this tax can 6ie in some situations. I
suppose, as I said before, we Must obtain taxa-
tion revenue from somewhere, but I am just
wondering whether the Government has looked
into this matter very closely.

Mr Young: That is an interesting point. The
next step of your thought process, of course, would
be to say that the Government should impose an
income surcharge.

Mr DAVIES: Perhaps the member for
Scarborough would like me to say that. Taxation
revenue must come from somewhere, but it must
be fairly spread out. I do not know whether
we can define what is a fair measure of taxation.
The person being taxed thinks no taxation is
fair.

Mr O'Connor,' Some people want a refund on
that.

Mr Clark -o: It was supposed to be only
temporary when it was introduced in England;
it was supposed to last for only a few years.

Mr DAVIES: Yes, it can be likened to some
of the classrooms in my electorate!

So, I do express concern on behalf of my
constituents, and indeed 1 share their worry.
It leads to the situation where employers say, "I
can just keep under the pay-roll tax provisions.
However, if I put on the one more staff that
my business requires, I will have to pay pay-roll
tax on all my employees. It just does not pay
me to employ that one extra staff." When it
is possible to employ one extra person, which
would help the unemployment situation, employers
are reluctant to take the risk if it will put them
into this category. The situation is just like
the old story of hoping one does not receive a
wage rise becauise it will put one into the next
taxation bracket and one will lake home less than
before the rise was granted.

I am sure all these matters have been consid-
ered, but they are matters of great concern. 1
have heard them spoken of-as I am sure' the
premier has-on the radio programme "AM"
when the opinion has been expressed that this
tax is a retarding' influence on employment. I
have no great head for figures, but I must
express to the Government the concern which has
been expressed to me in regard to pay-roll tax.

The Government hopes to receive as pay-roll
tax $142 million out of a total taxation
revenue of 5265 million this year, and obviously
the Government cannot sneeze at that. Despite
the concessions which have been given, revenue
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from pay-roll tax has risen from $58 million in
1973-74 to $142 million this year, and obviously
the concessions which have been granted have
meant nothing.

I wonder why the Government bleats when pay
rises are granted and says, "This will cost the
Government so many million dollars in any' one
year", because [he Government will receive back
more from various taxation measures, as a close.
examination of the Budget papers will show.

I am not saying anything original to the
Treasurer when I tell him that this is a matter
of concern. I am quite certain he is aware that
it is a matter of concern. All I am doing is
keeping faith with those who have raised the
matter with me. I hope that when replying the
Premier will be able to tell us the matters
which the 'Government has considered in regard
to this taxation measure in coming to its decision
to grant these concessions.

Obviously we support the Bill although we
would have hoped the concessions would be
greater. The Government is giving something
away but it will be far better off this year in
terms of revenue from pay-roll taxation than
it was last year.

SIR CHARLES COURT -(Nedlands-Trea-
sorer) [10.52 a.m.]: I thank members for their
support of the Bill and for the comments they
have made. The Leader of the Opposition men-
tioned the difference between the Budget esti-mate for last year of $124.7 million and the col-
lection of $127.9 million. Of Course, in a Budget
as big as this one and with figures as large as
this particular tax revenue represents, it is almost
impossible to be spot on, In the presentation
of the Budget speech we endeavoured to make
an estimate of anticipated increases in wages, but
that is Subject to a number of factors which are
beyond the control of the Parliament and the
Government.

For instance, there may be some wage restraints,
as there have been from time to time, and these
could last for five or six weeks or longer than
we expect. Thai in itself is a tremendous im-
pact on the amount paid and also on what we
receive by way of taxation. On the other hand,
if these things happen earlier than we expect
or the Industrial Commission at either the Fed-
eral or State levels makes a decision which we
do not expect, these matters will have the effect
of throwing out our estimates.

Mr Davies: It works the other way sometimes.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It can do. We have
experienced this with royalties, for instance,

where a downturn has occurred and the Govern-
ment's estimates have been quite Wrong because
the tonnages just have not been there. This
year we have a windfall we could not have ex-
pected because of the Poseidon situation where
an amount had been deferred to help that Opera-
tion which will now be paid.

It is true that the difference between last year's
collections and this year's estimates is fairly large;
in fact the figure has risen to $142 million. Again
this is subject to variations up and down. There-
fore, I would not be so brave as to hazard a
guess that there will be an excess such as the
Leader of the Opposition has estimated or that
there will be a loss. In fact, I hope the figure
is not higher because if it is higher it will mean
that there will have been an escalation of wages
which we cannot afford.

The Leader of the Opposition said that this is
not a generous concession. It will cost us $t
million in this Budget and $2 million in a full
year, and when one has regard to the pressures
on us to increase various concessions, this con-
cession cannot be dismissed as ungenerous. I
remind members that last year we relieved about
700 taxpayers completely from paying pay-roll
tax because of the concessions we granted. We
are now granting concessions for the second year
in succession and this year we will exempt a
further 980 taxpayers.

There is a good reason for this and it seems,
to have escaped the attention of members. I
mentioned in the Budget speech that the increased
allowance of $60 000 for small employers particu-
larly represents an escalation of double the esti i-

mated rate of inflation. This was done deliberately
to cry to exempt altogether a new group of
employers from the tax bracket. If we had
increased the figure in line with the indexation
figure we would not have exempted very many
traders or taxpayers, as the case may be. But
by doubling the estimated indexation rate we go
into a new field and we get rid of a vast number
of people who would otherwise be paying tax.
That is not a bad contribution. It is a good start.
I shall deal in more detail with the position
regarding the future.

The Leader of the Opposition referred to con-
cessions being given to employers who engage
extra staff in the hope that this will reduce the
overall unemployment figures. Not only this
Governiment but also other Governments have
given this matter consideration, but it so bristles
with tehnicalities and opportunities to fiddle the
revenue on the part of the taxpayer that it was
considered impractical, although we are not
abandoning the idea of establishing ways and
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means by which we can give incentives which are
identifiable and which will be related only to
additional employees. In other words, an employer
will have to prove that he is taking somebody
out of the unemployment pool. Of course, I am
not suggesting that everybody wishes to fiddle
the revenue, but there will always be somebody
who will read the small print arid try to manipu-
late the situation.

All the exercises we did in an attempt to arrive
at something practicable finished up a blind alley
and we had to abandon the idea. Of course, we
have increased the rebate for decentralised
industry which comes within the industrial
development portfolio by doubling it to $150 000
this year. That in itself is a concession and can
be directed to specific cases, but it is not a large
amount when measured against total revenue
from this source.

I remind members that when we talk about
taking something off' by way of taxation and put-
ting something on by way of expenditure, some-
body has to pay. I think the Leader of the
Opposition said that we can do a bit of adjusting
in a Budget of more than $1 billion. But some-
body has to pay.

Mr Jamieson: You still have about $10 million
up your sleeve somewhere which I don't know
what you have done with.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Obviously the honour-
able member is not reading the published accounts.

Mr Jamieson: Oh yes we are; that is the point.

Sir CHARLES COURT: No Government has
been franker than this Government and no Gov-
eranent has andeavoured as much as this Govern-
ment to spell out in its Budget speech the true
facts with regard to what appears in the accounts,
because it is very important that members under-
stand on this occasion that we have quite openly
used a lot of money from revenue-it is all
declared in the accounts-for capital works.

I have challenged the Opposition on a number
of occasions to say we should not do that. I
repeat that if we have a Budget of $2 billion
or $5 billion we still have to work within that
Budget. It is Budgets that keep Governments
responsible because once a year they have to come
here with their Auditor-General's renort, with
their Financial Statement, and with the Budget
for the next year and thank goodness this is so.

Governments could run around promising the
world and spendinq the world and finish up in a
situation which one Government did back in th,!
time the Leader of the Opposition will remember.

He was a back-bench member of that Gavern-
ment when it got into terrible trouble with
housing finances. That Government took ages
to get the position under control again. The
trouble occurred when one Minister went mad
with his hous ,ing programme in an endeavour
to create records and the Government of the day
finished up in a very parlous position with its
own creditors. I say again, I am thankful we
have restraints imposed. by Budgets-

Mr Jamieson: They don't restrain you.

Sir CHARLES COURT: -to keep us within
the funds available. The member for Victorid
Park mentioned he had received complaints from
small businesses; we all do. Many times I have
declared that the pay-roll tax is an iniquitous
tax. It always was, even when it was a nominal
sum in the pound; I think it started as 6d. in
the pound. But like all taxes that start for a
particular purpose there is the danger that they
become part of Consolidated Revenue. The fuel
tax started off with fine ideals and the money
raised was to go into roads. It has now been
lost in the Federal Government's Consolidated
Revenue account. We find it very hard now to
identify the amount we receive for roads that
comes from that tax itself.

The pay-roll tax started for a very good purpose
and was intended to be temporary. Like others
it has become very permanent because Govern-
ments have a bad habit of hanging onto such
taxes when they find a good form of revenue.

Mr Davies: We agree it is iniquitous.

Sir CHARLES COURT: 1 have made that
statement on plIeity of occasions, including
Premiers' Con Ieren~es. The member for Victoria
Park made the comment that it taxes people for
employing people and I agree. It is worse in
some areas with high wage levels such as the
Pilbara, Murchison, and eastern goldfields. -Those
areas automatically attract the percentage of tax
on the higher figures they pay (or wages.

The Government has looked at the possibility
or zoning the expenditure to try to determine
levels of pay rates which could be considered as
basic for the whole State and then not impose
the tax on the difference. Here again it was
proved to be administratively impracticable; it is
difficult to draw a line with any certainty as to
which employees fall into that category, and which
employees earn money in another area. Some
work in both and the situation would be a
nightmare.

Mr Davies: Do you think we might go back to
a State tax?
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Sir CHARLES COURT: The honourable
member gives me great heart. In his speech he
mentioned the case of an importer who merely
handled documents, perhaps not even coming into
contact with the goods physically. That man
might havo a small, competent. staff involved
mainly with paper work and the handling of some
money; he could finish up with a profit greater
than the profit made by a man with a foundry.
The second man has a great deal of equipment,
a large staff, has to contend with industrial
troubles, and would probably make less or per-
haps the same profit, yet they could both face the
income tax man on the same income and pay
the same income tax. The foundryman who has
taken the risk and done a service for industry
would employ many times the number of people
and have much more capital invested; he is the
one who attracts pay-roll tax and this is the
inequity.

Mr Davies: If you had a personal tax do
you think there would be a reduction because
of the taking in of the pay-roll tax?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I will deal with that
in its sequence as it is the nitty-gritty of the
whole question. The honourable member is
really saying that income tax is the fairest of
taxes as one pays only when one has realised a
profit.

Mining companies say we should get away
from royalties, paid regardless of whether one
makes a profit or a loss, as is the present posi-
tion, and be assessed on what one makes-what
is left in the kitty. The Government has not
gone along with that because as far as revenue
is concerned it would be disastrous; it would be
difficult to administer that particular tax. It has
always been in the minds of miners to try to
arrive at a basis of -paying tax on net earttings.
instead of royalties.

Mr Davies: Do they all say that or just Mr
Hancock? He is an anti-royalty man.

Sir CHARLES COURT; He is a royalties man;
he lives on them. Royalties are his income. He
Wvould not be interested in a net tesult because his
income is based on royalties.

The mining companies have said the fairest
thing is for them to pay on their overall result
of operations. It would be a fairly high figure
prorortionately but it would be fairer. That
might solve some anomalies but it could create
others.

I come back to the question the member posed
of the inequity that arises where we have a man
employing only five or 10 people and making asq
much money as one employing 100 people who

has to face all the attendant risks. One man-the
latter-pays a lot of pay-roll tax and income tax
while the other pays little pay-roll tax and the
same income tax. The honourable member has
made out a first-class case for a surcharge which
is cove red by the Federal tax sharing system pro-
posed by Mr Fraser and which I support.

Mr Davies: I was not suggesting that.

Sir CHARLES COURT: What else does one
do? This brings me to the nub of the whple
question. The Tonkin Government introduced the-
pay-roll tax as a State measure in conjunction
with all of the States because they had reached
a desperate situation'. If one were to read the
speech of the then Premier (Mr Tonkin), which
is set out very clearly in the. 1971 Hansard, it
reveals that the Government was looking for a
growt 'h tax for the State and it came down to
the fact that there were very few taxes of a
growth nature that constitutionally the Federal
Government could give them. They conceived
the idea of ,taking over pay-roll tax and I
shuddered at the time because I thought it was
a Federal Government "con trick". It was the
only growth tax whereby complementary legisla-
tion, both State and Federal, would ensure the
money could be collected by the States without
it being challenged in the High Court, such as
our receipts tax was challenged.

The State Governments were desperate for the
tax and they took it over from the Common-
wealth and immediately started to put it up be-
cause it was easy to collect. All the. Premiers
got their heads together and nudged the tax up.

Mr' Davies: Ts there an Australian standard?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Substantially yes,
although Queensland broke away this year-for
reasons we can only guess at, which were doubt-
less altruistic!

Maybe there is some other reason for it, but
they have departed from the figures that the
States in the main have adopted. Some States,
for instance, have the $3 for $2 phasing-out
formu!a for the exemption figure which wipes
it out altogethecr; whereas other States, such as
Western Australia. do not go below the ceiling
of $27 000 which used to be $24 000. However,
in the main, I believe some solidarity has been
reached in this matter.

The Treasury and I are working on a case to
nut forward to the Commonwealth Government.
We hope we can obtain the support of the other
Premiers. We wish to ask the Commonwealth
to reopen the whole question, because this is an
iniquitous tax. It is the most inflationary tax
that I know of. IC starts at the base and carries
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on all the way tip. It is worse than the escalation
which took place with sales tax. Every section
of labour-unless it involved an exempt employer
which would cover only a comparatively small
number-all the way up whether it be salaried
labour or wages labotir, attracts this tax.

Of course, it escalates with margins all
the way up. Therefore, I believe that if for no
other reason than to remove ank inflationary factor,
the Commonwealth Government should sit around
the table with the States and try to work out how
this can be done.

This brings me to the receipts duty tax. I
believe it was an ingenious one. It was simple
and easy to collect, It had one great virtue: it
spread over everything, whether it was an insur-
an-ce company collecting premiums; a mining
company selling ore; a doctor receiving his fees;
a solicitor; or an architect. It mattered not what
sort of business one was involved in. Anyone
receiving income of that nature would pay this
very small amount. .If I remember correctly, it
was Ic in $10 which was a very small amount.
I have no doubt that Governments would have
been tempted to make it 2c before very long.
However, it was an ingenious form of tax. It
was easy to collect and it had a growth factor
built into it.

The receipts duty tax spread over the whole
community and one did not have the iniquity of
the small employer with a big net income paying
little pay-roll tax, compared to a man with a
big business and a lot of employees paying the
same income tax on the same net income -as welt
as a large amount of pay-roll tax.

Kr Davies: It is not like a value tax, is it?
Sir CHARLES COURT: No. It was easy to

collect and it had very few anomalies. On the
surface, it defied the usual theory of taxation
that if it is simple it has anomalies, because there
has never been a simple system devised. Had
we been able to get away with it at the time and
had it not been challenged constitutionally, it
would have saved the introduction of pay-roll
tax. Some form of growth tax must be brought
in. It forms an important part of our Budget.
No State can abandon it. They cannot even abate
it very much. Therefore, we must look at a
renegotiation for a replacement form of income.

I can also report that at one stage during the
Whitlamn Government's term of office I canvassed
with the then Prime Minister at a Premiers'
Conference the possibilty of the Commonwealth
making it feasible for the States to collect that
tax using complimentary legislation. One can do
anvthinae if one has recinrocal legislation, such as

we have with jpay-roll tax. In other words, the
Commonwealth would autliorise the. States to do
it on its behalf, or alternatively if that was suspect,
it would actually impose the tax and the States
would collect it.

At one sitage I had high hopes that we might
have a breakthrough there, because it was a tax
which was not inflationary and would have been
the answer to our growth problems. It would,
to a large extent, have jot the States off the
back of -the Commonwealth Government. How-
ever, whilst. I believe the Prime Minister was
receptive to the idea as being a sensible way
around the problem, I can only assume that his
advisers, after we left Canberra, worked on him
and they decided it was not on.

However, it would be a tremendous relief if we
could get away from this iniquitous and highly
inflationary tax, and replace it with something
that is more equitable, easy to collect, and has
the growth factor that the States must have
if they are to handle their finance intelligently.

Mr Davies: Are you hopeful that what you are
planning now might work?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I thinkilhe force is
building up now in the community so that there
will be more support and more interest in it.
I believe the Commonwealth Government would
be well advised to look at it with us. Tt is true
that the Commonwealth would not obtain a great
deal of political mileage from it as far as
individual taxpayers are concerned, because one
of the other hidden iniquities in- the pay-roll tax
is that the average man in the street thinks that
ihe businessman pays it, and therefore it is a
good tax. -

Out the other hand, there is no. doubt that the
customer eventually pays, and not only pays but
pays with margifis. This brings me back to the
question that was asked by the member as to
whether the removal of pay-roll tax would in
fact abate costs. It would have to be a condition
that we could follow this through and make sure
the removal of pay-roll tax was passed on, because
there must be a very big part of costs built in
in Australia today because of this tax and the
loadings which occur all the way up until it gets.
to the final price.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Coinittee, etc.

Bitt passed through Committee, without debate,
reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.
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Third Reading
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to the

third reading.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-Treasurer)
[11.18 a.m.J: I move-

That the Bill be now read a third time.
I would like to explain that when I referred to
the introduction of the pay-roll tax in 1971, 1 said
it was introduced by the Hon. John Tonkin.
H-owever, I overlooked the fact that at that time
there was a Treasurer separate from the Premier,
therefore, the introduction of the pay-roll tax
was by the Mon. T. D. Evans, the then Treasurer.
I simply make this comment in case members
are looking for the speech under the wrong name.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted to the

Council.

VETERINARY SURGEONS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 6th September.

MR H. D. EVANS (Warren) [11.20 a.m.l:
In the main, the Bill can be described as an
effort on the part of the profession to uplift and
bring its standards and procedures into line
with those in legislation throughout Australia.
The Minister indicated this in the- course of his
introdut~tory remarks.

The Bill's main provisions involve the defini-
tions of "veterinary clinic", "veterinary hospital",
and "veterinary surgery", and these definitions are
similar to those now applying elsewhere through-
out the Commonwealth.

One point puzzles me in connection with the
definitions of "veterinary clinic" and "veterinary
hospital". Where is the line of demnarcation?
Will it be possible, by the addition of an over-
night bed, to change the category from a clinic
to a hospital? This would of course entail a high
level of capitalisation. Another point is the
degree of policing which will be done and how
it will be done. None of this is clear and they
are matters which could be clarified by the Min-
ister when he replies to the debate.

The qualifications and registration of veterinary
surgeons in Australia and overseas are dealt with
and the provisions in the Bill meet with the
approval of the AVA and also the board. There
is no area of conflict between those two bodies.
ik is understandable that as the profession is
quite small there is a high degree of agreement
before any legislation such as this is introduced.

If, for some reason or other, a person has not
been practising for a prolonged period, he can,
under the provisions of the Bill, re-enter the
profession if he passes an appropriate examination.

One important deletion is in connection with the
categories of veterinary practitioners and permit
holders. I believe there has been no registration
in either of these categories for the past 10 years
and it is considered now not necessary as the
Murdoch University is in operation and a supply
of qualified veterinarians should be assured for
the entire State. Perhaps that is so, but I still
have a lingering reservation on this point. The
period of 10 years indicates that it may be
unnecessary, but I consider that there could be a
need to examine the prospect in the more remote
areas and the Kimberley, I appreciate the fact
that the profession is seeking to uplift its stand-
ards and protect itself from outside unqualified
practitioner$, and this is desirable. However, I
am wondering whether farmers in isolated areas
who have certain skills will be able to exercise
them in co-operation and conjunction with and
to the benefit of' their neighbours. No indicatioui
is given of the situation in this regard.

If we take an extreme example, we can consider
areas such as the Kimberley where the presence
or skilled trained veterinarians would be most
desirable. However, the sparsity of the popula-
lion and the distances to be covered would render
this completely impracticable. So we come back
to the probability that the lay person will be
involved.

While I support the contention of the profession
that its standard must be maintained at accept-
able levels, that substandard accommodation and
practices must not be allowed, and that the
strength of the law must be available to ensure
this, I would like some clarification on the
question of lay persons carrying out certain work,
particularly spaying under the Commonwealth
beef assistance scheme. It would be verging on
the impossible for trained veterinarians to carry
out this sort or operation ovir a vast area. This
means that there is a little bit of contention
between the profession on the one hand which
wants to maintain the security of its standards
and service and the farmers on the other hand
who, in isolated areas, will be forced to assist
in emasculation and castrating, and, as I men-
tioned, spaying.

Will this be impossible under the legislation or
regulations? This is one of the points we raise
and it is one about which there must be some
general concern in the more remote areas of the
State.
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On the whole the amendments in the Bill make
sense. However, I would like to mention clause
23, and in particular proposed new subsection
(3)(b) of section 26, which deals with the ability
of a lay person to perform acts of a veterinary
nature if the service is required more than 50
kitometres from a registered veterinary surgeon,
or if no registered veterinary surgeon is prepared
to Perform the service. This distance was origin-
ally 30 miles and has been-'converted to 50 kilo-
metres, which was probably a reasonable distance
in the days of gravel roads and other associated
problems. However, I feel that today perhaps
80 kilometres would be a more reasonable distance
and would not be inordinate or a revolutionary
change. I have no doubt that the point has been
considered and discarded, but no reason is given.

The board established to control practitioners
is covered by provisions in the legislation.

Some amendments in the Bill refer 10 veterin-
ary practices and provide penalties for unqualified
people who practise. There has also been an
endeavour to uplift the status of veterinary nurses
and this is desirable. The word "~may" is still
used, indicating that there is still no compulsion
in this regard. However, I feel that ultimately
the status of veterinary nurses will become more
in keeping with the type and nature of the work
they undertake.

The Opposition has no real dispute with the
provisions of the Bill. The only lingering con-
cern is the one I mentioned involving the remote
areas. We want to ensure that the remote areas
in the north and in the Kimberley will be satis-
factorily serviced under the conditions and terms
of the Bill. However, the essential point is that
the Opposition is supporting the effort of the
profession to uplift the standards and quality of
the services rendered, the buildings used, and the
qualification of members of the profession, and
therefore supports the Bill.

MR OLD (Katanning-Minister for Agricul-
ture) itt1.29 a.m.]- I thank the member for Warren
for his remarks on the Bill which, as he pointed
out, updates the Act and brings it into line with
legislation in other States. We now h ave more
veterinary surgeons than were available when the
legislation was first introduced.

One of the several points the honourable
member raised concerned the policing of the Act.
There is really no intention in this regard and
the honourable member is well aware of the fact
that the veterinary surgeons have an association
and a board which deal with the registration and
control of veterinary surgeons. They are more

than capable of running their own affairs, and
it is certainly not the intention of the Government
to unduly interfere with those bodies which, I
am sure the honourable member would agree,
have demonstrated their sincerity in their efforts
to uplift the standard of their profession.

The member for Warren mentioned the fact
that the Bill deletes reference to veterinary prac-
titioners and permit holders. I queried this my-
self because I felt it could be detrimental. How-
ever, no applications for registration have been
received during the last 10 years, and in case
there are a couple of veterinary practitioners
or permit holders still about, the Bill contains a
grandfather clause to protect them as long as
they practise.

The honourable member mentioned the possi-
bility of the necessity of people in remote
areas, and he mentioned the Kimberley That
area is well catered for under new section 26(3)
(c) which states that certain veterinary opera-
tions are allowable within a prescribed area, and
for the benefit of the House I indicate that the
prescribed area will be that area north of the
26th parallel. 1 feel that provision will takp care
of most of the problems envisaged by the hon-
ourable member.

Many station owners are spaying their cattle.
and several contractors are undertaking that work.
With the recent announcement by the Common-
wealth Government with regard to beef aid, it is
possible that considerably more spaying will be
done in the Kimberley area. The situation is well'
covered, and t do not think there is any need
for apprehension about it.

The matter of a distance of 50 kilometres from
a registered veterinary surgeon is one to whicNI
we gave a great deal of thought.-The Australian
Veterinary Association, which provided the
guidelines for the drafting of this Bill, was of the
opinion that a distance of 80 kcilometres would
be more realistic, as has been suggested by the
honourable member. However, in the formation
of the Bill several objections were raised by
people in what might not be called remote areas,
hut in areas away from the metropolitan area.

Those people felt that a distance of 80 kilo-
metres was too far, and in discussions with the
association it was decided to revert to the ori-
ginal distance of 50 kilometres. I do not think
it will cause any problems becauise I am firmly
of the opinion that the people who run animals,
and people who have a knowledge of animal
husbandry, are only too keen to take advantage
of veterinary assistance when it is available.
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If assistance is not available, then under the
clause which relates to the administration of first
aid and relief of pain in animals, the owner or
his neighbour, whether for reward or not, may
administer such aid to relieve the suffering of the
animal. I believe those matters are fairly well
covered and, in the main, those who run stock
are generally responsible people. They are
humane and they will make every endeavour to
obtain qualified assistance.

The matter of veterinary hospitals is covered
in the provisions of the new Bill. The number
of veterinary hospitals is increasing, not only in
the metropolitan area but also I am pleased to
see it has extended into the country. In fact,
one of the first veterinary hospitals to be built
outside the metropolitan area was constructed
in Katanning by Dr Maxwell. 1t was built against
the advice of quite a number of people who felt
it would not be a viable proposition. However,
it has troved to be a boon to the people livino
in that part of the country. They are now nbte
to lake large stock to that veterinary surgeon.
knowing that facilities are available in the hos-
pital. There are also facilities available for a ist-
ment during the out-patient period.

Mr H. D. Evans: What about the distinction
between a clinic and a hospital? By putting an
overnight bed in a clinic, would it be classified as
a hospital? What are the implications?

Mr OLD: To my mind, a hospital is a place
where an animal can receiye treatment and after-
care. A clinic would be more or less only for
overnight treatment, such as dog castration.

Mr 14. D. Evans: There is no specific regula-
ion laid down with regard to the distinction
between the two?

Mr OLD: There definitely will
between the two. I cannot advise
distinction will be at this stage,
thing I will investigate.

be a distinction
what the actual
but it is somne-

Mr H. D. Evan$: A clinic should not be
termed a hospital just because an overnight bed
is placed in a lounge.

Mr OLD: A hospital will provide treatment,
and aftercare.

I feel that most of the points mentioned by
the honourable member have been covered. I am
convinced this is a worth-while Bill, and 1 com-
mend the second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

it coni,nittee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without debate,

reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.

Third Reading
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to the third

reading.
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr Old

(Minister for Agriculture), and transmitted to
the Council.

METROPOLITAN MARKET ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 15th September.

MR H. D. EVANS (Warren) 111.38 am.]:
This is the first time I have come across legisla-
tion in this place which can be described as
"precautionary'. That is probably the only word
which can describe this particular measure.

It appears that several years ago the con-
veyancing officer who has been involved with the
Metropolitan Markets found there was some doubt
as to whether the Metropolitan Market Trust could
lease market land for the purpose of tearooms
and other servicing facilities of that kind. The
leasehold of the actual floor space for marketing
purposes was not in doubt, and has not been in
doubt, but whether or not shops on that same
property under the control of the Metropolitan
Market Trust could be leased for other purposes
came into question.

It seems that while it is possible the existing
leases, and the previous leasing arrangements, are
valid it was felt desirable to ensure that this
amendment be incorporated in the Act specifying
completely that the trust had powers to lease
land for those purposes.

There has been no query, disagreement, court
action, or anything of that kind in relation to
this question. The conveyancing officer raised
the matter, and to ensure there would not be any
disputation in the future it has been included in
the legislation by way of amendment to spell it
out beyond all shadow of doubt. That being the
purpose of the Bill, I do not think anybody could
possibly take exception to it. It facilitates the
running of the markets and clarifies the area of
operation of the, Metropolitan Mark-t Trust. We
cuonort the Bill.

MR OLD (Katanning-Minister for Agricul-
ture) 111.41 a.m.]: There is little left for me to
say. The member for Warren has adequately
covered the purpose of ihe Bill, which brings
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into line and gives restrospectivity to actions which
have been taken by the Metropolitan Market
Trust. I do not think anybody denies the ne-
cessity for ancillary stores and amenities for
people using the markets. 1 commend the Bill
to the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Butl passed through Committee without debate,

reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.

Third Reading
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to the third

reading.
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mir Old

(Minister for Agriculture), and transmitted to
the Council.

APPROPRIATION DILL (CONSOLIDATED

REVENUE FUND) (No. 2)

Second Reading: Budget Debate

Debate resumed from the 4th October,

MR LAURANCE (Gascoyne) [(11.44 a.m.]- I
rise to support the Budget introduced by the
Treasurer and to commend him on it. Perhaps
the best measure of the success of the Budget is
the great struggle the Opposition has had in trying
to find something in it to criticise.

Many adjectives could be used to describe the
Budget. I believe it is responsible, consistent.
and predictable, and this makes it very much
appreciated by the people of the State, particularly
in the uncertain economic climate we face at the
present time. The public has come to anticipate
balanced Budgets from the Court Government,
this being the third in succession which the Court
Government has introduced into the House. The
public anticipates and appreciates these balanced
Budgets, and I think the message has got through
to the people of this State so that they understand
the Budget strategy adopted by the Government
and endorse it as being successful and responsible.

We might say balanced Budgets have become
the hallmark of the Court Government. History
will reveal that in a very difficult economic pe-
riod in this country, Western Australia has never-
theless prospered. The Treasurer's contribution
will be valued as we look back on this period
and see how much we have done to tide Western
Australia over a difficult time.

The Opposition would say we could overcome
some of the problems by deficit budgeting. We
have seen in the Federal sphere how difficult it

is to reverse that situation. It leaves us a
legacy for a long time. It may be a temporary
palliative and help to stimulate employment, but
deficit budgeting put this country into a fairy-
floss situation, providing frills for the public,
and we a "re left with the legacy of having to pay
for them for a long time.

Mr Jamieson: Do you endorse a pool of un-
employed?

Mr LAURANCE: I will come to that. Once
we have had the burden of deficit budgeting, it
is difficult to throw off the shackles.

Mr Pearce: Is unemployment not difficult to
throw off?

Mr LAURANCE: It is a difficult time in State
finances because the country as a whole is going
through a difficult period and the Federal Gov-
ernment is faced with having to try to rein in the
expenditure which put us into that situation.

Mr Jamieson: Anyone would think this was
an orphan nation.

Mr LAURANCE: We showed the way-
Mr Jamieson: We lead the way with inflation,

rising unemployment, and prices. We are good
leaders.

Mr LAURANCE: The OECD countries were
like kindergarten children compared with Aus-
tralia when it went into deficit budgeting.

Mr Pearce: Do you say deficit budgeting is
the whole economic problem in this country?

Mr LAURANCE: Yes. Thank goodness we
have in Canberra a Government which is trying
to overcome problems rather than create them.
We have a Government committed to remedying
them.

Mr H. D. Evans: Tell us about devaluation.

Mr LAURANCE: I will come to that. There
is another reason why this is a difficult time: that
is, the whole procedure in regard to Federal-
State financial relations is under review-neces-
sarily so-and we support the move by the Fraser
Government for a total review because of the
situation we are in. One of the major reasons
for the difficulties was that the Source Of flunds-
Canberra-was too far removed from the people
charged with the responsibility of spending them.
Therefore, in many instances there was irrespon-
sible expenditure, and the Fraser Government has
reached the situation where it is prepared to look
at passing that responsibility back to the States so
that at least the source of the funds is closer to the
place where they are being spent.

Mr Pearce: Where did this waste take place?
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Mr LAURANCE: The member for Gosnells
would be able to tell me more about that.

Mr Jamieson: 1 would like to know. You are
making she statement.

Mr LAURANCE: The Federal Government is
committed to a review of Federal-State financial
relations. That is of extreme importance to the
State-

Mr Jamieson: New federalism!

Mr LAURANCE: -because Western Australia
has had a desperate struggle to improve its posi-
tion as compared with the other States of the
Commonwealth.

The Treasurer pointed out in nit Budget speech,
as consecutive Treasurers have done before him
-and I refer to the Hon. John Tonkin and Sir
David Brand-t4hat Western Australia has been
in a deteriorating position relative to other States
for several years. I would like to give an
example of the way this has worked against this
State over the period from 1966 to 1976, and I
will refer to an article which appeared in The
West Au-stralian on Wednesday, the 6th July. The
anticle was written by Tony Warton and it is
entitled, "WA has been the Cinderella State for
the past 10 years". I believe that headline is a
little inaccurate but certainly we are going back
to being the Cinderella State. For many years
after Federation we were considered to be the
Cinderella State, and I believe we are returning
to that situation as a result of the negative effect
of the system of allocation of Commonwealth
moneys to the State which has been to the detri-
ment of Western Australia as compared with the
other States.

Always there can be only a given amount of
money available, and we all acknowledge the
fact that the Federal Government has the re-
sponsibility for the total money supply in the
country. Then we have a number of State Gov-
ernments who wish to carve up that cake and so
there will always be competition between States
for those financial resources.

The carving up of the cake is accomplished
according to a formula, and unfortunately that
formula, which tries to take into account alt the
relevant financial aspects, has not taken adequate
account of population growth within the State.
The formula has regard for population, but it
does not have regard for the strange Mix of
population growth and the fact that the very
development which brings the population growth
also brings greater requirements on a State to
provide services and to look after that population
adequately.

I would like to return now to the article written
by Tony Warton, and I have been told this was
a very perceptive article. -le indicated that
during this period, 1966 to 1976, Western Aus-
tralia slipped from receiving the third highest
per capita allocation to the lowest. Our State has
never been at the top of the list-Tasmania has
always held that position-but the other State
which we believe is in a similar situation to
Western Australia in regard to growth in the
economy at this time-that is, Queensland-has
fared much better. Queensland was in a com-
paratively low position in 1966, but it is in a
much more favourable situation today.

Mr Pearce: Are you suggesting the move away
from the Grant; Commission affects the special
status of Tasmania?

Mr LAURANCE: If the honourable member
will allow me to proceed, I will quote from Tony
Warton's article which says-

But nobody had stopped to think that be-
cause population growth increased the demand
for services, this should be taken into account
in fixing the borrowing shares allotted to
each State by the Loan Council.

In talking about the shortfall of total dollars
coming to the State from the Commonwealth
over that 10-year period the author said-

Itis alsof true that the shortfall in WA was
more than double that of any other State and
more than three times the average of all
States.

The Treasurer has. put this point very clearly.
As I say, he is the third Treasurer in the last
10 years to make this position clear to the Fed-
eral Government at the Premiers' Conferences
and at Loan Council meetings. It is vitally
important that we be able to change -that
situation. It has been recognised that the Federal
Government has gone some way towards reversing
the situation by acknowledging a special need for
funds for our power undertakings in this financial
year with a grant of $16 million to assist with
the conversion at Kwinana.

Mr T. H. Jones: It should never have been
required.

Mr Jamieson.- Whose fault was that? 'You great
managers!

Several members interjecied.
Mr LAURANCE: I want to come to that

point. I have listened ad nausea in to the member
for Collie telling us about the problems of coal
and power generation, and I would like him to
listen to me just once. I have listened to the
honourable mnember on countless occasions.
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Mr T. H. Jones: That is probably where you
gained your knowledge.

Mr LAURANCE: The State has been starved
progressively for funds. It is ludicrous to think
that our own progress in the State has retarded us
financially and left us very short of capital to
provide basic services which the population
requires, such as power, transport, and education.
Our major problem in the State is the supply of
power, and the capital requirements for the supply
of that power override this Budget as they will do
for several Budgets to come. The whole budgetary
situation in this State would be changed comn-
pletely if we had the funds we will need for
capital outlay over the next few years.

Mr HI. D. Evans: You could have saved $40
million if you had acted properly.

Mr LAURANCE: The member for Warren has
20/20 hindsight, and I congratulate him on that.

Mr H. D. Evans: The member for Collie warned
you of that years ago.

Mr Pearce: It was foresight then.

Mr LAURANCE: The State will requi re some-
thing like $200 million merely to cope with its
power requirements.

*Mr T. H. Jones: Who made the blue of not
putting in dual units?

Mr LAURANCE: There has been a great deal
of criticism from the other side of the House
about the fact that our power rates are higher
than those in the other States, and this serves
only to strengthen my claim that special con-
sideration should be given to Western Australia
to provide its power requirements over the next
few years, or special funds along with the $16
million to help reverse this deteriorating situation
which has been to the detriment of Western Aus-
tralia.

If we can reverse the deteriorating si .tuation-
and we will need a special underaking to do this
-we will be able to cope financially.

if members consider the situation in each of
the other States of the Commonwealth, they will
find that two States have been able to do better
in regard to their power supplies for natural
reasons. I am referring here to Tasmania with its
hydroelectric capacity, and South Australia where
the coal reserves are much nearer to the centre
of population than are the reserves in West-
ern Australia.

Mr T. H. lones: Owned by the State, too.

Mr LAURANCE: The member for Collie is
puffing a different connotation on it. I amn think-
ing in terms of geography and he is thinking in
terms Of politics.

Fortuitously New South Wales and Victoria
were able to share in the benefits of the Snowy
Mountains project, and so this national project
benefited those States.

Mr Tonkin: Not fortuitously; that was planned
by the Chifley Government, and you people op-
posed it at thle time. '

Mr Young: You are missing his point.
Mr Tonkin: I am making my point.

Mr LAURANCE: This was a national project
which fortuitously and geographically was to the
benefit of those two States.

Mr Tonkin: It was not fortuitous at all: it
was planned.

Mr LAURANCE: The point I am trying to
make is that Victoria and New South Wales were
fortunate to have this project an their boundaries.

Mr Tonkin: If it had been left to you people
there would not have been any Snowy Mountains
scheme.

Mr Clarko: Who built it?
Mr Tonkin: We did.
Mr Clarko: The Snowy Mountains scheme?
Mr Tonkin: That is right.

Mr LAURANCE: If I could just interject here
for a moment-

The SPEAKER: Order! Will the member for
Gascoyne resume his seat. The practice seems to
have been adopted by several members of the
House to involve themselves in cross-Chamber
discussions with a member other than the mem-
ber who has the call at the time. I believe that
action to be totally unacceptable, and I ask mem-
bers to desist from entering into such conversa-
tions.

Mr LAURANCE: Thank you, Mr Speaker. So
those two States were fortunate in that regard,
although they are now running out of that ad-
vantage, and we can see that Victoria will very
shortly be in a similar situation to Western Aus-
tralia. Nevertheless, they have had that advan-
tage over the Inst 20 or so years.

Queensland, which did not have the advantage
of a Federal project, or the natural advantages
of Tasmania or South Australia, some
years ago received a special allocation of $100
million of Commonwealth funds at low interest
in order to increase its generating capacity. So
every other State in the Commonwealth had some
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means to help it cope with its power supply, and
yet this State, with its vast development and its
natural difficulties in regard to power supplies--a
large State with a widespread population so that
distribution of power will always be a problem-
has had no assistance, natural or otherwise. West-
era Australia has had to struggle on alone. Taking
that fact into consideration along with the point
I made about our deteriorating financial position
relative to the other States, members can see that
power supplies in this State are a very grave
problem.

I applaud the private power corporation pro-
posal, because I believe. it is bold and imagina-
tive and it demonstrates to the Commonwealth
that this State will find a way. Even if it caninot
get special recognition of the problem, it will
not be stopped. As I said, the provision of $16
million this year only recognises the problem but
will not take care of 'it. If we can obtain recog-
nition of the major requirement and the special
need it creates, this will help overcome the poten-
tially serious situation which will occur over the
next few years; because if we can get some recog-
nition of the problem and funds for it, this will
unlock funds and capital allocations from the
Commonwealth for other essential services.

If we do not get that special recognition, then
between now and, say, 1981 in particular, we.
will find that the State's budgetary problems will
all be locked into providing power. If we do not
receive special consideration the situation in this
State will be extremely serious, because we may
have power shortages at the end of that period.
However, if we allocate all our finances towards
solving the problem then, as sure as we are sit-
ting here, a 'nother prbblem will develop and other
essential services will be in a difficult state by the
time we fix up the power undertaking.

Mr Jamieson: Do you think that C. Y. O'Con-
nor did a bad thing?

Mr Clarko: Yes, particularly when he shot
himself.

Mr Jamieson: It was the conservative forces
which you support that caused that.

Mr LAURANCE: Does the Leader of the
Opposition mind if I deal with current history,
rather than going back into the past?

Mr Jamieson: You should know a bit of past
history.

Mr LAURAN'CE: I do, of couse.

I am sure we will get into an extremely diffi-
cult situation in respect of water, roads, and
other essential services, which we aready

experience difficulty in servicing, if we lock the
majority of our finances into fixing our power
undert aking.

Mr Jamieson: We would not have got into this
situation if the Premier had a bit of sense in his
early political career, instead of acting so stupidly.

Mr LAURANCE* I have not seen very much
in the way of economic thought coming from the
Leader of the Opposition which has stimulated
anything in this State.

Mr Jamieson: I haven't had much opportunity,
have P?

Mr LAUJRANCE: The Premier's track record
speaks for itself.

Mr Jamieson: It does. He cost the taxpayers of
this State something like $59 million, and no
other person who has been a member of this
Chamber has ever done that.

Sir Charles Court: Don't talk rot.
Mr Jamieson: You know you were the one

who forced Watts and Griffith to adopt the atti-
tude they adopted. It was you who altered the
arrangements.

Sir Charles Court: The Brand Government
election promise in 1959 was to switch over.

Mr H. D. Evans; You cost the taxpayers mil-
lions in respect of abattoirs, too.

The SPEAKER; Order! 'the interjections wilt
cease. The member for Gascoyne.

Mr LAURANCE: Thank you, Sir. The Leader
of the Opposition has brilliant hindsight but no
foresight whatsoever.

I would like to move now to the matter of in-
flation. The Government has made a responsible
decision to try- to cut back deficits.

Mr Jamieson: I'll have you know it was the
present Premier who caused the present situation.

Mr LAURANCE; The States must play their
part in accepting this medicine and cutting back
on deficits, and that is what this Budget does.

Mr Jamieson: This Budget will show a sur-
plus Qf $15 million.

Mr LALJRANCE: The Leader of the Opposition
is struggling to show some foresight, and I am
pleased to acknowledge it.

Mr Jamieson: I was right last year; the surplus
was in excess of the $5 million I forecast.

Mr LAURANCE: In regard to inflation, the
Leader of the Opposition said that Western Aus-
tralia is in the worst situation. He is on record
as saying Western Australia is slipping in this
respect. However, his argument collapses entirely
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because this is where the economic action is-in
Western Australia-and he knows it. All the
other States of Australia are extremely sluggish
in respect of their economic situations, whilst
Western Australia is expanding and has the fastest
population growth of all the States.

Mr Jamieson:
growth over the

Mr Nanovich:

And the fastest unemployment
last year.
Rubbish?

Mr Jamnieson: I suppose you know all about
it.

Mr Nanovich: Rubbish! That is what you
remind me of,

Mr LAURANCE: We have tried to explain to
the Opposition that this State is developing, despite
the economic conditions. However, the Opposi-
tion need not take my word for it. I would like
to refer to the "McCable-McMiles letter" of
August, 1977. This is a newsletter put out by an
investment service which carries out a review of
the economic situation and investment potential
around the nation. In its August newsletter, the
Qrganisation included an article which was headed,
"Go West Young Man?", which commences by
saying-

Western Australia is one of only two Aus-
tralian states with a positive growth rate.

When the investment team came to this State
to write the article, they said-

...one could be excused for thinking that
W.A. is not part of Australia.

Obviously it is so far ahead. The article con-
tinu s-

It is a highly Capital intensified economy
as against the major Eastern states labour
intensified economies and as such has not
suffered from the recession of the past few
years to anywhere near the same extent as
the rest of Australia.

Mr Pearce interjected.

Mr LAURANCE: The article goes on to men-
tion the Premier, and it says-

He is one of the few Government leaders
who does not run a deficit budget and this
could well be another reason for the all
round confidence prevailing in W.A.

Mr Pearce: It is an investment rip-off.

Mr LAURANCE: I think when people from the
finance hub of Australia-Melbourne-say these
things over here in a review of Western Australia,
their comments have a bit of weight.

Mr Jamieson: It is mainly the Melbourne firms
that make the profits here.

Mr LAURANCE: It is interesting to see the
paradox that prevails in Labor States. For
instance, in New South. Wales Premier Wran-
who no doubt supports the crazy ALP attitude
of leaving our uranium in the pround, and our
hopes along with it-has gone off to Japan des-
perately trying to get his State out of its sluggish
situation, and pleading with the Japanese to take
some of his State's raw mtaterials. In other words,
he is trying to flog off all raw materials, but under
the crazy ALP system he must keep the potenitially
richest resource in the ground.

Mr Janmieson: I don't think there is any
uranium in New South Wales.

Mr LAURANCE: What a paradox that is!
Mr Harman: Do -they have uranium in New

South Wales?

Mr LAURANCE: Let me now move on to the
employment situation. Members opposite will
have to agree that the Budget does provide a
stimulus for employment.

Mr Harman: Where are the uranium deposits
in New South Wales?

Mr LAURANCE: However, that employment
must be soundly based.

Mr Harman: Where are the deposits?

Mr LAURANCE: They are not even looking
for deposits, and the Labor Party would not want
to look for them.

Mr Harman: Where are they? How could the
Premier go to Japan and try to export something
he hasn't got?

Mr LAURANCE: We must generate employ-
ment. and it is recognised that it must be gene-
rated on a sound basis. Deficit budgeting only
prolongs the illness.

Mr Pearce: We had $7.3 million unspent on
education, with 200 teachers unemployed.

Mr LAURANCE: I thought the member for
Gosnells was on very unsound ground when he
spoke in this debate the other night, because he
could not do anything but* commend the Gov-
ernment for this.

This Government will not provide an artificial
stimulus by Budget deficiting, which would not
help much at this stage.

Several members interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Crane): Order!

There is a little too much chatter across the
Chamber.

Mr LAURANCE: Thank you, Sir. Deficit
budgeting would help little at this stage, and the
price would have to be paid at some time in the
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future. It would only project the difficulties and
continue them much longer. The answer is to
create more jobs, not artificially, but develop-
mentally, and this is being done in Western Aus-
tralia better than in any other State. This is.
what I have pointed out, and it is not only my own
opinion; I have also provided an opinion from
other sources. Development and investment are
being attracted to Western Australia, and this
will create soundly based jobs.

However, one of the difficulties that we face
is that the period of inflation, which is now being
reined in, coupled with industrial unrest in this
country, has meant that developments of today
are of necessity more capital intensivi.

This is the very thing that insulates us from
recession better than the other States. They are
more labour intensive than we are, and this makes
it far more difficult to project this development
into jobs; because those people who are develop-
ing and investing are conisidering putting in
machinery which is capital intensive, and unfor-
tunately this does not result in as many jobs as
we would like.

Mr Pearce: According to your newsletter, that
is happening more in Western Australia than any-
where else.

Mr LAURANCE: All I am saying is that people
are pricing themselves out of jobs, and people
developing and investing recognise this fact and
must tailor their investment to such capital inten-
sive equipment.

Mr Barnett: Do you think they should work for
less pay?

Mr LAURANCE: All I am saying is that this
is a most unfortunate trend.

Mr Jamieson: It is unfortunate for us that you
are here.

Mr LAURANCE: The Leader of the Opposition
is down to his usual level of sarcasm.

Mr Pearce: You are saying that wages should
be cut so that these people can buy more machines.

Mr LAURANCE: I am saying that the twin
facts of increased wages and-

Mr Pearce: I can see the problem; what is
the solution?

Mr LAURANCE: If the member for Gosnells
will stop interjecting on my speech. I will tell
him.

Sir Charles Court: If he would just keep quiet
for a minute he would bear something intelligent.

Mr LAURANCE: The difficulty is that we must
attract much more relative investment, because
of the capital intensive nature of industry, which
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in turn will generate the jobs we, are trying to
create. We will see that happen. Of course, it
will not happen as quickly as we would all like
to see, because of the highly capital intensive
nature of the industry. People are being replaced
because machines do the work more effectively;
machines do not ask continually for wage rises,
or constantly go on strike. I do not like this
trend any more than members opposite, but we
must face up to the facts.

I believe the Budget is responsible, It accepts
this State's share of the medicine to correct the
ills of this country. It will stimulate employ-
ment. It has been accepted by the electorate.
They have got the message. They understand the
budgetary principles adopted by our Premier, and
endorse them.

Mr Jamieson: Will you guarantee there will be
less unemployment at this time next year than
there is now?

Mr LAURANCE: I will take the interjection
of the Leader of the Opposition only for this
point: I believe we have levelled out. We are
in a situation where development is about to take
place at an expanded rate. Once that occurs,
the 100 000 jobs to which we have referred will
be created.

Mr Jamieson: Will you go on record as saying
there will be less unemployment next year?

Mr LAURANCE: No, but I add the-rider that
this State is feeling the effects of a severe drought.

Mr Jamieson: Drought! How many people are
unemployed as a result of the drought?

Mr Pearce: Who is to blame for that--Gough
or God?

Mr LAURANCE: The member for Cosnells
and the Leader of the Opposition would not
understand the effects which flow from a drought
situation. I have said before and I say again
now that the Australian Labor Party ends at
Midland Junction. Members opposite would not
know what happens out in the country areas.

Mr Jamieson: I know more about the country
than you do.

Mr LAURANCE: The quicker somebody takes
the blinkers off the Leader of the Opposition.
the better it will be for the Parliament.

Mr Jamieson: I know more about the country
areas and their problems than you will ever know.

Mr LAURANCE: As I said, the public under-
stand the budgetary principles adopted by the
Treasurer, and they endorse them wholeheartedly.

Let us have a look at the latest poll figures
relating to the popularity of the political parties.
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They indicate the Liberal-Country Party in this
State currently is enjoying a following of some 59
per cent, as compared with only 30 per cent for
the Opposition. On an individual basis, let us
look at the stirring success the Leader of the
Opposition is enjoying. Currently, he is equalled
only by the Leader of the Opposition in New
South Wales (Mr Willis) in unpopularity. Thcee
is quite an interesting reversal there.

Mr Janieson: We have to have some equality,
I suppose.

Mr LAURANCE: The Budget was framed in a
very difficult economic climate, with many of the
options fot the country closed because of the
situation in which the Federal Government found
itself when it took office.

I move now to the matter of taxes and charges;
much has been said by way of interjection during
the speeches of the Premier and the Leader of the
Opposition. Not surprisingly, the Opposition has
criticised the increased taxes and charges imposed
in Western Australia. However, I believe the
Western Australian public are aware that a very
important principle is at stake; namely, that some
relevance must be maintained between the services
provided by the Government and its instrumen-
talities, and the charges made for those services.

Mr Carr: Are you supporting the user-must-pay
principle?

Mr LAURANCE: We just cannot continue in a
situation where the cost of providing community
services is increasing due to rising wages, while at
the same time we are not increasing the charge
for those services. The Opposition maintains these
charges should be kept down, but this is possible
only by not increasing the wages paid to workers
in the service industries. If that is what the
Opposition is suggesting, members opposite should
come out and say so. However, if the wages paid
to these people are to increase, the cost of provid-
ing these services also must increase and to
maintain some relevance, charges must also go up.

I am not suggesting we should adopt the Whit-
lam principle of "the user must pay" 100 per cent,
but we must maintain some relevance between
the cost of providing these services and the charge
imposed upon the public for the services provided.
It is interesting that the Federal Government has
not increased the cost of a postage stamp since
Mr Whitlami brought in his user-must-pay prin-
ciple and increased the cost to I~e for a standard
letter. Some relevance must be maintained, and
I believe this point is understood and appreciated
by the public of Western Australia.

I move now to the relief measures provided
in this Budget. I believe the death duty legisla-
tion and the relief to be provided from this tax
in the Budget will be welcomed across the State.
The pay-roll tax incentives are also very important,
and I congratulate the Government on the moves
it has made in this direction. Of course, they
never go far enough; we would all like to see
them go further, because pay-roll tax acts as a
disincentive to employment. Nevertheless, con-
cessions have been granted and, as a result, a large
number of companies will pay no pay-roll tax this
year while many others will pay a reduced level
of taxation.

My own area will derive considerable benefit
from this Budget. Much of the benefits being
experienced in my electorate today are due to
the farsightedness of the Premier in his earlier
position of Minister for Industrial Development.
for the last 20 years in my area, we have known
that when the Gascoyne River did not flow, the
area could be faced with a disaster. If a drought
had occurred during the 1960s, the town of Car-
narvon and the area generally would have been
hard pressed to survive. As it was, we had the
unprecedented situation where, for 17 years, the
river ran at least once a year. However, even
duri ng the good years the need for water con-
servation measures was acknowledged, and it was
through the efforts of our Premier, as the then
Minister for Industrial Development, that action
was taken by the Government in anticipation of
the bad years we all knew would come.

When that time finally came-last year, and
this year-although the scheme was not completed,
enough work had been done to enable the area
to get over its most difficult time for 20 years. I
pay a special tribute to the Premier for the fore-
sight he showed some years ago in implementing
a scheme to cope with the bad times we knew lay
ahead. Whilst it has been very difficult for us, it
has not been an impossible situation, and we have
been able to survive.

Another piece of farsightedness was the develop-
ment over a number of years of a fishing boat
harbour. Today, we find this Budget allows for
the provision of a slipway in the harbour, which
represents another major development for my area.

Mr Harman: That was initiated by the Tonkin
Government.

Mr LAURANCE: If the honourable member
were in Government in about 1968, he could make
that claim: however, be was not.

Mr Jamieson: That is not so: it was a Budget
allocation made during my term as Minister for
Works.
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Mr LAURANCE: I have referred to only two
of the major Government initiatives taken in my
area of which we are particularly appreciative.
I intend to discuss other points during the debate
on the departmental Estimates. Mr Acting Speaker
(Mr Crane), I amn pleased to support the Budget.

MR T. H. JONES (Collie) [12.18 pm.]: The
member for Gascoyne has referred to the great
vision shown in his electorate by the Government.
His first point related to the power-generating
policies of Western Australia, and I should like
to comment on the lack of vision shown by the
Government in this respect. I cannot let the mem-
ber for Gascoyne off the book on this matter
because shortly, no doubt, he will have copies of
his speech circulating in his electorate, saying
what a great job this Government is doing and
what vision it is showing in his area.

The member for Gascoyne quite forgot to men-
tion the complete lack of vision shown towards
other important undertakings in this State, and
I must take him to task for his neglect. HeI men-
tioned that the Budget set aside a figure of $16
million for the conversion of the Kwinana power
station. This allocation should not have been
necessary. I do not wish to repeat what I have
said on many occasions in this House, but if the
foresight shown by the State Electricity Commis-
sion, as it then was, at South Fremantle, East
Pernh and Bunbury had also been shown at the
Kwinana power station, Kwinana also would have
a dual-fired system. However, such a system was
deemed unsuitable for Kwinana which is why an
amount of $16 million of the total eventual cost
of conversion of $33 million has been set aside
in this Budget.

The $33 million which the Government now
requires to complete the conversion at Kwinana
could have been spent to greater advantage on
schools, housing, creating jobs, and many other
areas. Therefore, I do not think the honourable
member can deny that there was no vision in SEC
policies in this State.

Taking the matter a step further, the Premier
indicated that the Government had to find money
to extend the Muja power station. Here again
we should not have found ourselves in the posi-
tion of curtailing the expansion of the electricity
supply programme because if the deferment had
not taken place for 12 months the Tonkin Labor
Government figures would have cost this State
only $87 million. In answer to a question I asked
in the House on Tuesday, the 2nd August, I was
told that the cost has now risen to $146 million,

an increase of $59 million for the taxpayers of
this State; and this is due not to vision but to
lack of vision.

No-one can *deny that we indicated that this
situation would occur. Since I have been a mem-
ber of this House I have moved two motions,
one with regard to the utilisation of coal and one
which called for a Royal Commission into the
provision of electricity supplies in this State. In
those motions I forecast that this situation would
occur because it was obvious that the policies this
State has embarked upon with regard to power
generation are contrary to the policies of not only
other States in the Commonwealth but also other
parts of the world.

As I mentioned about two months ago, at a
seminar of power authorities in Washington it was
agreed that by 1985 the world would not be
capable of meeting additional crude oil needs.
That was the agreed date, and it shows that we
are in a hopeless mess.

Is it any wonder the State is now seeing the
errors it made? Someone should be charged
for these errors because someone had the respon-
sibility. I have asked previously in this House
whether the Government is directing the policies
of the State Energy Commission or whether the
State Energy Commission is directing which poli-
cies the Government should implement. I do not
know the answers, and the questions remained

unanswered for obvious reasons.

It is fine for the member for Gascoyne to say
that the Government is in financial trouble be-
cause this financial year it is committed to the
expenditure of $16 million for the conversion of
the Kwinana power station. But we have to tell
the whole story by referring to the waste of two
separate sums of $59 million and $33 million,
making a total of $92 million. That is a lot of
money which could have been put to better use-
Therefore, it is of no use the honourable member
congratulating. successive Liberal Governments
for their foresight in relation to what he con-
siders to have been very good policies.

I am very concerned because I thought we had
government for the people. I am very concerned
about what this Government has done with regard
to sewerage extensions in Western Australia. If
we care to look at the expenditure made avail-
able for sewerage' extensions we will find that
$3.609 million is to be spent in 20 areas held
by National Country Party and Liberal Party
members and that only four arias held by Labor
members will receive funding for sewerage exten-
sions under the 1978 General Loan Fund Esti-
mates and that funding amounts to $876 000.
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Mr O'Connor., What was the position in the
previous year?

Mr T. H. JONES: I thank the Minister for
prompting me because the position in the previous
year was even worse; and I have mentioned this
matter in a grievance debate in the House. Let
us look at the situation.

Mr Young interjected.

Mr T. H. JONES: I am not talking to the
former Parliamentary Secretary of the Cabinet.
The Minister has asked me a question and it is
with pleasure that I shall supply the information.

Mr Young interjected.

Mr T. H. JONES: If the member will keep
quiet he may get hack into the Cabinet. The
answers to the Minister are as follows: Albany
last year received $203 930; this year $260 000.
Collie last year received $43 744; this year
$126000. Manjirnup received nothing last year
and $300 000 this year. Narrogin received nothiing
last year and $100000 this year. Pingelly re-
ceived nothing last year and 540 000 this year.
Wagin received $44 336 last year and nothing
this year. Bunbury received $1 119 750 last year;
this year $674 000. Busselton received nothingi
last year and $55 000 this year.

Mr Young interjected.

Mr T. H. JONES: Be quiet for a moment!
Eaton received $33 900 last year; this year
$150 000. Harvey received $273 298 last year;
this year $257 000. Mandurah received $485 238
last year; this year $415 000. Pinjarra received
nothing last year and $150 000 this year. Corn-
gin received $45 514 last year; this year $25 000.
Kellerberrin received $78 399 last year; this year
$71 000. Merredin received $83 953 last year;
this year $71 000. Nlukinbudin received $313 334
last year; this year $33 000; Narembeen received
$2 289 last year; this year $398 000. Northam
received $147 781 last year and exactly nothing
this year. Geraldton received nothing last year
and $300 000 this year.

Mr Young interjected.

Mr T. H. JONES: Be quiet! I am talking to
the master, not the pupil. Three Springs received
$937 last year and nothing this year.. Esperance
received nothing last year and $100 000 this
year. Karratha received $325 893 last year; this
year $487 000. Port Hedland received $425 961
last year; this year $19 000. Roebourne received
$29 048 last year; this year $58 000. Wickham
received $34 291 last year; this year $230 000.
Derby received nothing last year and $160 000
this year. Finally, Kununurra received $148 880
last year and $16 000 this year.

If the Minister cares to count those figures he
will see that the situation is clear. In my area,
which is an important catchment area, the Goy.
erment could have done better. When speaking
during the Address-in-Reply debate recently I
said that the sewerage system in the Wilson Park
housing development is disgraceful. Sewerage is
running throughout the area and children are
playing in effluent which is coming from the
toilet blocks. Yet the meagre amount of $126 000
is to be spent in Collie.

I should have thought that in such a prominent
catchmnent area more money would have been
spent for the development of sewerage works.
But the situation in Collie is disgraceful. Yet we
talk about government for the people! I repeat
that 20 Government-held seats have been allocated
$3.609 million for sewerage and only four Labor
Party seats have been allocated money, and that
money amounts to only $876 000.

Mr Rushton: Why not relate it to need?

Mr T. 1H. JONES: If ever there was a need,
there is a need in Collie because young people
are walking around in effluent which has come
from toilets. That is what is happening and the
Minister cannot deny that then is insufficient
funding. The money should be spent in the cor-
rect way at Collie and not in this other area.

Mr Rushton: What about the other areas?

Mr T. H. JONES: The Minister is obviously
out of his depth and does not know what he is
talking about. He should look after his area and
I will look after mine. The Minister knows the
$126000 for Collie is not to be spent in the
trouble areas. The money should be spent in the
northern part of the town and he can correct me
if I amn wrong when I say there, is no allocation
for works in the Wilson Park area. It is
time the Government did something about it.

Government members should not be laughing,
as children in the area are walking around in
effluent. The member for Vasse is still laughiing,
but I am sure he would not like it if that were
to happen in Busselton. It is time the Govern-
ment considered doing something in the areas
other than those held by the National Country
Party and Liberal Phrty.

Mr Blaikie interjected.

Mr T. H. JONES: The member would do me
a favour if he would shut up, and I am sure other
members would agree. I have made my point and
I protest strongly about the allocation of sewerage
moneys to Government-held areas totalling
$3.609 million. Twenty Government electorates
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are involved compared with the miserable four
electorates held by Labor Party members which
have a total allocation of $876 000.

Mr O'Connor: You have been allocated all the
funds we can afford.

Mrt T. H. JONES: What a great comment!I Is
this position going to continue, and will children
have to continue running around in effluent?
The Minister said he has allocated all the money
he can, but that is because most of it has gone
to Liberal-held areas. Hie is not worried about
the children in Collie running around ift effluent
from toilets. What a miserable performance by
the Government, The Government should not
forget this is a water catchment area.

Mr Tonkin: What a disgrace!

Mr T. H. JONES: It is a shameful and disgrace-
ful situation which should not be tolerated. If
the Minister were doing his job properly he
would find the additional money. The present
situation in Collie is harmful to the health of
many children, but the Minister does not seem
to he interested. Hie would be interested if his
children were involved, or those of other members
of the Government; he would be interested if it
affected children in his electorate.

In fairness, I do not think anyone would
disagree with me when I say I have a perfect
right to raise this issue, and I hope some notice
will be taken of ray protest on behalf of the
people living in the Wilson Park area. The share
of the allocations to Labor-held areas is nowhere
near commensurate with Government-held areas.

Mr Rushton: Take the whole lot into account.

Mr T_ H. JONES: The Minister is trying to
contradict what I have said, but he cannot dis-
pute the figures.

Mr Shalders: Perhaps Caucus will support
Collie's sewerage problemns just as it is supporting
Ernie Bridge.

Mr T. 1-4. JONES: Mr Pepper and Salt has just
returned.

Mr Shalders: You must have your glasses on.

Mr T. H-. JONES: I don't need glasses to see
the honourable member, hearing him is enough.
The member for Gascoyne looked at the question
of electricity charges. We cannot leave this point
without considering the reasons that other States
are in a better position than Western Australia.

The Vale Point area in New South Wales has
the second largest of that State's power stations
and its coal comes from a State mine. There is
no profit involved; the power authorities own the

mine. Conveyor belts take the coal from the
colliery straight to the power house. As it is a
State instrumentality, power authorities there have
an advantage over Western Australia.

The same position applies in Victoria and if
anyone has taken the opportunity, as I have, to
inspect the Yallourn power station he will see a
similar position applies At Morwell and Yallourn
there are larger units than in Western Australia.
Western Australia's largest unit is being installed
at Kwinana;, it has about a 200 megawatt capa-
city. The stations at Morwell and Yallourn are
of 300 megawatts, which increases the thermal
efficiency.

The member for Gascoyne, who is no longer in
the Chamber, mentioned. the situation ink South
Australia. Leigh Creek is the only coal deposit
in South Australia, and it is owned by the South
Australian Power Corporation. So the situation
in three States is completely different from that
in Western Australia.

I mention now the Collie Public Works build-
in-, which has been in the town since about the
t urn of the century. Nothing has been done to
upgrade it. It is an old wooden building and
nothing like the adjacent Miners' Institute. I have
previously made a plea to the Minister to up-
grade the very substandard working conditions
confronting public servants in the building, but
unfortunately I notice no provision has been made
in the Estimates for construction of a new build-
ing.

The Opposition has already mentioned in debate
on a recent motion that there is insufficient fund-
ing for railways and our railways are in a hopeless
mess. The Government must pay more attention
to them.

Another question of concern is the strength of
the Police Force. I have a copy of conference
notes given to me by the Police Union in which
is outlined the concern of the Police Force at the
strength of the force. As law and order is such
an important issue, I hope the Government will
give consideration to increasing the strength of
the force.

I do not agree with the contents of the Budget,
and certainly I do not agree with the views
expressed by the member for Gascoyne.

MR TFONKEN (Morley) [12.37 p.mn.I: 1 an'
glad it is only a short time before lunch as I
would not want to give Government members
ihdigestion. I have some unpalatable things to
say to the Government, but I will set the Gov-
ernment's mind at rest by saying that we Ure not
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going to oppose the Budget. This wilt allow
them to carry on as the Government, otherwise
they may have been forced to go before the
people. If there were an election now, I am
sure they would lose many seats.

The Labor Party opposes the idea that a Gov-
ernment which has been elected should have its
Budget opposed. We are quite different from
the Liberal Party in this respect, as that party
has shown in the past it will not accept the
decision of the electors. This is a supreme
contempt for the people because the Liberal Party
says, "Yes, you can have a choice and you ian

-have an election, but if you do not choose us
we will see to it that that Government is frustrated
and not allowed to govern."

We reject this. We have been content to
accept the people's decision for 23 years. We
have been prepared to accept that the people
want a Liberal-Country Party Government. How-
ever, the attitude of the Liberal Party i .s quite
different. It does not believe in democratic elec-
tions.

Mr Young: That is not true. When the Labor
Government was in office in 1970 Whitlam took
steps to have it defeated in the Senate.

Mr TONKIN: Of course it is true. Immediately,
the Senate began. to conspire to work out how to
defeat the Government when the Whitlam Gov-
ernment came into office in December, 1972. Only
days had elapsed and they were already working
out how to destroy the Whitlam Government. Of
course, the Liberal Party did that twice. It said,
"We will go through the facade, the farce of an
election; however, we will try to make sure we
succeed by rigging the electoral laws. However,
if there is some accident and the people choose
a party other than ours, we will not accept the
people's decision and we will destroy the Gov-
ernment."

We abhor that attitude. This is a contempt
of the people, because we believe the people
should have a choice and should be able to choose
the Government. If the people choose a Liberal-
Country Party Government, although we disagree
with their choice and try to persuade them that
Ihey are wrong, nevertheles, we do not deny
them their right to make that choice.

Mr Young: You are disagreeing then with the
actkn taken by Whitlam to defeat the Liberal-
Country Party Government in 1970.

Mir TONKIN: Do you say that is correct?
The honourable member is very perspicacious.
Mr Speaker, with respect to the question of
industrial relations. I do not know whether I

should be congratulfated or whether members
should commiserate with me, because I have been
given this responsibility as spokesman for the
Opposition. It is a very difficult area and it
will continue to be a difficult area in this country,
because it is tending to turn Australian against
Australian.

There are many ways in which fissures can occur
in a modern society. As a result people in
our society perceive that -their interests are dif-
ferent and there are forces at work encouraging
Australians to turn against one another. The
people who manipulate these forces are hoping
to obtain some benefit from this consequential
division between people. One of the potential
,causes of this division has been-and in fact is
a cause today-this question of industrial rela-
tions. It is a very difficult and sensitive area.

for that reason we on this side of the House
believe the Minister for Labour and Industry
should be dismissed from his post because indus-
trial relations is an extremely sensitive area. He
quite clearly is an inflammatory type of person.
He has his uses in society, but these uses would
be more appropriate to certain occupations or
pastimes in which we see people taking part at
the Royal Show. He is more suited to that sort
of occupation than he is to being a Minister
of the Crown handling such a sensitive portfolio.

Industrial relations is a very sensitive matter
and we need someone who is prepared to be fair
and who will look at both sides of the matter
in order to arrive at decisions which will lessen
the degree of industrial disputation rather than
inflame it.

Mr Jamieson: He should not make stupid state-
ments like, "Working two hours a year"

Mr TONKIN: Yes. A question was asked on
Tuesday with respect to firemen and the Minister
for Labour and Industry said that they worked
only two hours a year. Later on in the course
of the debate he said, flow would you really
work it out? It is very difficult to work out."
When the member for Fremantle was on his feet
the Minister for Labour and Industry asked him,
"How many hours do you think?" The Minister
was endeavouring to trap the member for Fre-
mantle, thinking he was a new member and would
fall into the trap of making some other counter
suggestion. However, the member for Fremantle
is more than an intellectual match for the Min-
ister for Labour and Industry. As a result, the
honourable member was not snared in that trap
and was not drawn into the difficult situation of
trying to compute something which is not com-
putable.
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It is a similar sort of situation to asking a
policeman how many burglars he had arrested
this year. If the policeman says, "I have arrested
only one", one then says to him, "You are not
doing your job. We should get rid of the Police
Force." The lire brigade is the type of. emergency
service we hope will never be used. We might
as well ask the Royal Australian Navy, "How
many ships have you sunk this year?" and attack
it because it has sunk none. It is absurd to try
to talk about the number of hours the fire brigade
has spent fighting fires.

Of, course, the Minister for Labour and In-
dustry showed his ignorance of the situation, be-
cause the fire brigade is not simply a fire-fighting
force; it has many other duties.

Sitting suspended from 12.45 to 2.15 p.m.

Mr TONKIN: One of the ways we believe we
will achieve greater industrial peace is by getting
away from the archaic and quite unsuitable master
and servant concept. The very term itself is
anachronistic and smacks of feudalism and bygone
centuries. More importantly, however, it refers
to an underlying reality which is that a person
-mate or female-in the home has a choice of
the kind of place in which he will live, within
certain constraints, the kind of car he will drive,
and what sport if any he will follow. However,
once he enters a place of employment he is no
longer a democratic thinking being to be con-
sulted. He becomes a person to be told "come
here", "go there", "pick this up", or "put that
down":; and there is very little consultation. We
believe this situation is unsatisfactory and does
not reflect the realities of the 20th century in
which the employee may have every bit as much
in'elligence, education, experience, responsibility,
and a responsible attitude, as the employer;
indeed, he may well exceed his employer in some
of those qualities.

So we believe that this reality should be reflected
in the usages of this age:, in other words, that
some form of industrial democracy should be
introduced. If the community wishes to lessen
the number of industrial disputes, then employees
must become Part Of the establishment in which
they saiend so many years of their lives. The
problem of course is what form suz.h worker
participation, control, co-determination, and indus-
trial democracy shall take.

We would like to emphiasise from the start
that it must not be something imoosed upon em-
ployees. Rather that would be a contradiction
in terms. It must be worked out in consultation
with employees and with the organisations which

represent the interests of the employees in the
work place; namely the trade unions.

So there should be this development of ideas
so that we will have a situation in which there
will be much less confrontation and an increase
in co-operation. There are various ways in which
this can be done. Some countries of course
actually have employee representatives on boards
of directors or on supervisory boards. In some
places the law demands this, depending on the size
of the establishment. Some of the developments
in Europe are sophisticated and complex, and we
know that by and lar 'ge there is less industrial
disputation in Europe.

At this stage the Opposition is not prepared
to say what particular form this industrial de-
mocracy should take. It does not say this because
it is bereft of ideas, but because, as I said before,
it believes that this has to be Worked out by all
parties concerned. We must not foist upon the
employees and their organisations something they
do not want because if we did then We would of
course he increasing industrial friction, not lessen-
ing it, and that would be counter productive.

So I draw this matter to the attention of the
House because it will occupy the minds and
thoughts of' Australians increasingly over the
decades ahead. -We should think seriously about
it because it is no longer true that the employee
is prepared to act in a subordinate role. The
factor of production known as labour *is every
bit as essential to the productive process as other
factors of production as, for example, capital.

It is not necessarily an eternal law of the
universe that capital can dismiss labour; it could
be argued that labour should employ the other
factor, capital. So, obviously, this is an arbitrary
decision: this employing aspect is something we
must re-examine.

The people in Western Australia-and particu-
larly those in country areas-are subsidising
motorists in New South Wales, in Sydney. and, to
a greater extent they are subsidising the motorists
in Melbourne and Adelaide. We do not feel it
is fair that the country people in Western Austra-
lia-or the metropolitan people for that matter-
should contino: to subsidise motorists in other
States.

The country person in Western Australia has
a threefold disadvantage. First aY alt, he is pay-
ing more per unit for his fuel. Secondly. he has
to buy more units of fuel because of the greater
distances he has to travel. Thirdly, he is the
inhabitant of a State which is particularly dis-
advantaged because of the lack of rationalisation
in the industry compared with that in other States.
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We believe the State is falling down on its
job because it is not getting rid of the situation
in which the Western Australian motorist pays a
higher price for fuel than he needs to pay. The
Western Australian motorist is subsidising the
motorists in other States, and particularly the
motorists in Melbourne. We believe action can
be taken, and should be taken. We know that the
Western Australian Automobile Chamber of
Commerce is on record as believing in rationalisa-
lion and streamlining of the industry.

We are concerned that some of the large oil
companies are, in fact, making huge profits which
they will put into controlling uranium, coal, and
other energy resources. They know that petroleum,
as an energy source, is limited in the very short
term and they have to get into other areas or
miss the boat. I do not want to enter into an
argument at this stage as to whether they should
be permitted to get into those areas, but I am
saying they are being given Vxtra assistance by
way of the excessive charges they are making
for fuel.

I would like to see our apprenticeship system
improved. At present it is not meeting the needs
of the community for skilled tradesmen. We are
entering a period-and the problem will become
more acute in the coming years-in which there.
is a shortage of skilled tradesmen. We are
opposed to the notion that these skilled tradesmen
should be brought in from overseas to replace the
people who are disappearing from our work
force here for various reasons. We believe we
should act now. A large number of our 16 and
17-year-olds want jobs and they, want to be
trained, It is stupid that we refuse to train our
young people to be tradesmen while at the same
time we import tradesmen from other counnies.

We should do a great deal more to see that
youth is gainfully employed and that they are
trained as tradesmen to replace those tradesmen
who are becoming scarce in our community in
certain skilled areas. The lazy and inefficient way
of dealing with this matter, which is to bring in
instant tradesmen by way of immigration, should
be eschewed. We suggest the number of appren-
tices% shou!d be doubled. The present number
needs to be doubled. We will still have to deal
with other larger an4 more complex problems,
but it is urgent that we reassess our apprentice-
ship system. It is outmoded and should be altered
in a fundamental way to bring it into line with
the needs of the modern world. That occurred
in Europe decades ago.

The present apprenticeship system is not
adequate; there should be an appreciable intake

to overtake the lack of skilled tradesmen. There
should be, also, a fundamental examination of
the system to see that it is brought into line with
modem educational methods. There has been a re-
duction in the term of apprenticeships. Many years
ago, we had seven-year apprenticeships which 'nay
have been applicable and useful for mediaeval
Europe. However, that system is no longer of any
use today.

I would like to turn to the question of the
construction of swimming pools. We have
the situation in Western Australia, where many
people at this very moment have been saving up
for a swimming pool and those people will lose
their money. That is already written in the stars.
It is already pre-ordained that those people will
lose their money. It is written in the stars because
this Government has decided not to take Any
action.

We believe that swimming. pool constructors
should be licensed, and when a person or com-
pany applies for a licence to construct pools, the
issuing of the licence should not be a mere for-
mality as happens so often, for example, in regard
to builders' registrations. Technical experts should
examine the competence of the applicant because
at the moment there is nothing to stop even the
member for Murray from constructing swimming
poois. There is no requirement that he need
know anything of the subject. I could set up
in business and I know nothing about it.

That is a scandalous situation, and especially
in view of the very bad record which this industry
has for taking people's savings. An investigation
should be carried out to ensure that an applicant
is technically competent and financially capable
of delivering what he undertakes to deliver. The
character of the person or firm applying for a
licence shotuld be investigated. We should not
allow to continue such an immoral situation as
happened in regard to Penguin Pools when the
person operating this company went broke and
then started up another company which went
broke also. These are limited liability companies,
and the purchasers of the pools cannot reach the
man concerned because of the provisions of our
Companies Act. That situation should not be
allowed to continue.

When a person or company applies for a licence
to construct swimming pools, this fact should be
advertised in the Press so that anyone who knows
of any reason why the person or company should
not be licensed can come forward to give evidence
about it. If the board felt any such evidence was
ill-founded or malicious, it would be dismissed.
However, if a person came forward with evidence
that the applicant had tried already to construct

1917



1918 ASSEMBLY]

pools and had gone broke, much heartbreak could
be prevented. So that is something that should
be done immediately.

This Government is a Government of inactivity.
It sits back to wait for pressures to he applied
and until a move is popular electorall1y; then.
the Government decides to act. It does not seem
to have any principles of its own or any sense
of direction. The Government should recognise
that there is trouble in this industry because it
knows what has happened over the last few
summer seasons. Therefore, the Government
should say, "We must clean it up." There does
not seem to be that kind of direction or purpose
with this Government.

I suggest also that a representative of the Bur-
eau of Consumer Affairs would be able to appear
before the licensing authority-and I suggest
this could be the Builders' Registration Board-
to give evidence when it believes a certain appli-
cant should not be licensed. Further, money
should be placed in a trust fund so that the con-
sumers are protected. It has happened in the past
that the $I1000 obtained from a purchaser for a
pool is used to pay for the materials for a pool
built a long time ago and the money put in by
the purchaser is not used for his pool at all.

This problem can be cleaned up. The Opposi-
tion has a seven-point clean-up plan, and we
believe this plan should be implemented. The
Government has control of both Houses in this
Parliament, and it could introduce legislation next
week, and then within a very few weeks the leg-
islation could become law, and many consumers
would be saved large sums of money.

Yesterday I referred to used car sales and the
fact that a very misleading statement appeared in
the Press to the effect that the number of com-
plaints in regard to used car sales had dropped
from 400-odd in 1973-74 to 108 in the last finan-
cial year, and that this represented a 400 per
vent drop. Obviously The West Australian has a
brilliant mathematician on its staff, or perhaps
this information about a 400 per cent drop came
from the Minister's office.-

On my calculation of the figures given, that is
a 75 percent drop. I believe the Deputy Premier
taught mathematics at one stage, and I am sure
he will agree that I am correct. Of course, the
figures given relate to practices which the Bureau
of Consumer Affairs says are deceptive. The
Minister said I was talking about deceptive prac-
tices, hut I was talking about deception in relation
to used car sales, not just the category so named
by the CAB. The deceptive practices to which the
bureau referred does not include arguments over

warranties and quality. In 1973-74 there were
I200-odd complaints and in 1976-77 there were

875 complaints; a drop of 31 per cent and not
400 per cent.

The Sunday Times then took this matter up
without bothering to check the figures. Perhaps
the editor thought that The West Australian could
not be wrong! In an editorial in The Sunday
Times it was stated how wonderful this drop in
the number of complaints' was and it also con-
gratulated the Government on cleaning up the
industry. We know that The Sunday Times is
the greatest supporter the Government has ever
had. 1 wonder whether the Editor of The Sunday
Times will have the decency to correct the figures
as a result of my pointing out to him the sub-
stantial and misleading er-ror that was made in
last Sunday's edition of this paper.

How were these figures collected? Many people
are not aware of the existence of the Bureau of
Consumer Affairs. I believe that every used car
yard should be required to display prominently
a statement to this effect, "if you ire not able to
obtain redress for your grievance from the man-
agement, we suggest that you contact the Bureau
of Consumer Affairs." The address and phone
number of the bureau could then be given. Then
every person who purchases a vehicle from a used
car dealer would know where to seek redress.

Mr Sibson: Perhaps you could put out It cir-
cular.

Mr TONKIN: I thank the honourable member
for the suggestion, and 1 will be doing that. I am
ai little sorry that 1 had already thought of the
idea because we are aware of the number of ori-
ginal thoughts which the member for Bunhury
has.

Mr Sodeman: His electors think he is a good
memnber.

Mr TONKIN: That is one way to put the peo-
pie in touch with the Bureau of Consumer Affairs.

The Act contains another very bad flaw, but
this could be rectified easily with a simple amend-
ment. Let us take the example of a person who
returns a car to a used car dealer because he be-
lieves it is defective. The dealer may then say.
"All right, we will fix the car under warranty",
but 'then the company keeps the car for months
and months and the purchaser is left without a
vehicle. A person came to me for assistance be-
cause the dealer concerned had kept his car for
12 months with only a few very brief intermis-
sions in that time. Such a situation should not be
allowed to continue.
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The legislation should require that a car is
repaired in a reasonable time. It is ridiculous to
think that a used car dealer or an agent acting on
his behalf can keep a car for an unspecified time
quite legally. This leaves the purchaser without a
car, and members are aware that nowadays we
depend very much on our vehicles.

Mr Sodeman: How often does that happen?

Mr TONKIN: That is not the point. r had a
case referred to me yesterday where the company
concerned had held a car for 21 months. If it
happens once, that is once too often.

Mr Sodeman: I could not agree more, but we
cannot legislate for single eventualities, with
everything which transpires in life.

Mr TONKIN: How often does a person com-
mit murder? Surely we do legislate for single
eventualities.

Mr Sodeman: Give us a realistic parallel.

Mr TONKIN: There may have been only one
murder in Western Australia last year but we
do not say, "The crime of murder is not commit-
ted very often, so we do not need to legislate
for it." That is nonsense. Members opposite should
realise that people will use the law to the fullest
extent, and if it is possible to do these things
under the law, they will do them. I have had
many such cases brought to my attention, and I
believe it is something which should be stopped
by an amendment to the Act. [ cannot accept
the figure put forward by the newspapers of 108
complaints; I receive that number of complaints
myself in a year. That is only two complaints a
week.

Mr Sibson: I challenge you to show evidence.

Mr TONKIN: I am challenged by the member
for Bunbury to show evidence.

Mr Jamieson: Go back and sell another Dat-
sun.

Mr Sibson: Provided that evidence shows they
were legitimate complaints, and were eventually
proved to be so.

Mr TONKIN: Proved to be so by this
Act, which is in itself insufficient? I will accept
the honourable member's challenge.

Mr Sibson: Who introduced the Act into this
House? Who was warned that there were anoma-
lies in the legislation, in the first place?

Mr TONKIN: Is the honourable member say-
ing that because we introduced the legislation, it
should not be amended by his Government?

Mr Sibson: No, I did not say that.

Mr TONKIN: I am glad. I am sure the mem-
ber for used cars will admit that the most logical
course of action is to alter the Act from time to
time, as it is shown to be deficient. No Act which
is brought into this place can be described as per-
fect. It is only time and practice which show up
the defects in a Statute. It is up to us to be on

our toes, continually amending and closing loop-
holes, until we make the Act a more perfect
instrument.

Mr O'Neit: The Wire Netting Act is not a per-
fect Act.

Mr TONKIN: These are some examples of
which the Government should take cognisance.
We would like to see an active Government.
There is no reason that we should not move
quickly to clear up some areas of legislation.
There is no reason that the Government could
not act to amend the Motor Vehicle Dealers Act;
to streamline the procedures involving apprentices
in industry, and to increase the number of ap-
prentices; to rationalise, petrol outlets and reduce
the price of fuel to people in Western Australia,
particularly country dwellers; or to participate in
meaningful discussions with employers, employees
and other interested bodies within our industrial
democracy.

These are only a few of the matters we on this
side of House believe should be tackled by any*
Government. We put forward these suggestions in
a constructive and co-operative way. We can as-
sure the Government that if it comes up with at-
tempts to improve these areas and to clear up
some of the injustices, rackets and practices Wvhich
should not be allowed to continue in any decent
society, the Opposition-while perhaps not agree-
ing with those measures entirely, because we
believe it is our job to suggest improvements-will
co-operate with the Government in trying to
have these reforms implemented in order that
people in this State may have greater protection
from dishonest people, and so that we may suffer
less industrial disputation.

MR CLARKO (Karrinyup) [2.44 p.m.1:
Throughout the world today and in Australia as
well we are in a period of economic quiescence. it
has been a most unhappy time for the nations of
the world, ever since the oil crisis of the early
1970s. Australia certainly has shared in- this
economically depressed lime, and the problems
which have gone with it.

Therefore, so much more amazing is the record
of this Government in regard to financial matters.
Here again, we have an outstanding Budget; a
most responsible Budget which looks to the future.

lqlqi



[ASSEMBLY)

It follows its two predecessors in being th: third
balanced Budget in a row for this State during
a period of great economic turmoil.

Western Australia has been able to achieve
this distinction principally through the financial
management of this Government, and it has done
it at a time when our problems of growth have
been greater than those in any other part of Aus9
tralia. We have been able to maintain a popula-
tion increase over the last 12 months twice that
of any other State of Australia, and more than
twice the Australian average. People have flocked
to Western Australia during these difficult eco-
nomic times.

In a period of great 'economic uncertainty,
where unemployment has risen to levels which
are totally unacceptable to alI Australians, we
are faced' with'a Budget which gives the proper
thrust towards creating, more jobs in the private
sector. An amnount of $17 million/ {s specifically
set aside for extra capital works in/an gndeavour
to create more jobs and overccme the v'ery serious
problem of unemployment.

'Unemployment at grossly unacceptable levels
has been with us in Australia now for quite a
few years. These levels came about during the
time of the Whitlam Government. I do not blame
the Whitlam Government-

Mr Bateman: What rot!

Mr CLARKO: Let me finish. I do not blame
the Whitlam Government entirely for this
situation.

Mr Bateman: What rot! Please be fair.

Mr CLARKO: Please let me finish my point. I
am saying what has been said repeatedly by mem-
bers opposite; namely, that our unemployment
problems were not due entirely to the Whitlam
Government, but were affected by world pressures.
For years, members opposite have been trying to
get somebody on the Government side to say this,
and I am saying it now.

Mr T. J. Burke: Someone said it *in Federal
Parliament this morning.

Mr CLARKO: I have not had the opportunity
to listen to the broadcast of proceedings of the
Federal Parliament; I have been here. However,
members must understand that the pressures on
Australia as a result of the oil crisis and the
downturn in a wide range of world prices were
not as great as the pressures on other countries
which were more dependent on oil than Australia.

Mr H. D3. Evans: Why did you not give credit
for this at the time?

1920
Mr CLARKO: We had a situation which I

am sure was unacceptable to the member for
Warren where during the Whittam period of
administration we moved from an unemployment
figure of the order of 80 000 up to 300 000. In
the first couple of years of the Whitlam Govern-
ment, unemployment in Australia quadrupled. In
part, this was due to world pressures. However,
to a large extent it was due to their economic-

Mr Grewar: Incompetence!

Mr CLARKO: As my colleague says, it was
due to the Whitlam Government's incompetence
and mismanagement. If we look at the period of
20 years which preceeded the change of Govern-
nient we find that unemployment in Australia
averaged less than 2 per cent. In fact, it rose
above 2 per cent in only one month in that 20
years. That was a record of the very highest
order, and could not. be matched by any similar
type of country throughout the world.

When we involuntarily passed over the reins
of Government in 1972, we began a period where
Australia moved from an unemployment level of.
2 per cent to a level of the order of 5 per cent.

Mr Pearce: What is it now?

Mr CLARKO: Lately it has become fashionable
for Labor politicians throughout Australia to talk
about the level of unemployment today of 300 000;
the suggestion is that it will rise to even higher
levels. Not surprisingly-I do not blame them
for this-these Labor politicians have endeavoured
to blame the Fraser Government for the current
level of unemployment.

However, let members opposite understand this:
In August, 1975, the famous Hayden disaster
Budget was introduced. At that time, we had a
man in the Senate by the name of "Diamond Jim"
McClelland, who could buy the whole of the
back bench 'opposite with his petty cash, made
from workers' compensation legal cases he used to
conduct on the side. Anticipating that in Janu-
ary, 1976, there would still be a Labor Govern-
ment, Senator McClelland forecast that unem-
ployment would rise, to 400 000.

What about the great Bob Hawke-the great
saviour from Western, Australia-the media of
Australia is always talking about? Whenever I
read something of Bob H-awke it seems to be
about his ability to drink beer quickly.

Mr H. D3. Evans: What has happened to the
too 000 jobs?

Mr CLARKO: The media pays more attention
to Bob Hawke than all the ministerial members of
the Government. But they have never mentioned
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that the great knocker of big-business himself
worked for a multi-national company in the
early l950s.

Mr Bertram: He was not impressed with you.

Mr CLARKO: He got his marching orders be-
cause he was more interested in cricket. It
amazes me that the media can write so much
about him and never mention this point.

Mr Jamieson: He accepted a Rhodes Scholar-
ship.

Mr CLARKO: Expecting a Labor Government
in 1976, he said in 1975 that there would be
500 000 unemployed in January 1976. He is say-
ing that again, but now it is bad and nasty.

Mr Pearce: Isn't it?

Mr CLARKO: Since t976 we have had an extra
200 000 school leavers; and there are still 300 000
unemployed which is a most unsatisfactory figure.
The first Government to do anything about this
since 1972 is the Fraser Governmept which by
its poticics is bringing down inflation from the
levels of the Whitlam era which were approaching
'20 per cent.

I will shout louder if I have to. I have a
newscutting here indicating that in 1975 Australia's
inflation rate was expected to rise to over 20
per cent in the following year. Since the Fraser
Government havbeen in omfce the figure has come
down to 10 per cent.

I can recall Mr Whitlamn winning his .1974
campaign by saying in May, 1974 that he 'had
inflation beaten: he said it was only 9.6 per cent.
He said, "in December it was 13 per cent but it
is now 9.6 per cent" . He multiplied 2.4 per cent,
which was the quarterly figure, by four and said
that was the inflation rate. If we did that today it
would be 8 per cent, Anyone with a slight inter-
est knows one cannot do that.

Mr Jamieson: The Premnier did it.

Mr CLARKO: What was not said was that
the first quarter of 1974 was the highest quarterly
increase for a generation. Unfortunately the
people of Australia managed to let him tumble
over the line again. We in Australia suffered this
tremendous rise in inflation which grew to four
times what it was under previous Liberal Govern-
ments which had inflation at an acceptable figure
because of good management.

Over the last few years we in Western Aus-
tralia have consistently maintained our position
as having the second lowest Australian State figure
of unemployment. We want it to be better.

Mr H. D. Evans: What about the 100 000 jobs?
(Si)

Mr CLARKO: This excellent Budget will do
something about the 26 000 people who are unem-
ployed. Members should understand, however,
that based on the figures from June, 1977,
compared with June, 1976, the number of people
in the Western Australian work force went up by
3 per cent, whereas the Australian work force
declined by 0.3 per cent.

This does not make any allowance for situations
such as I experienced earlier this year when I was
doorknocking in my electorate. I came across one
house where there were some people cleaning a
motorcycle and others were sitting in the sun.
They informed me they were not locals; they were
from Victoria. I asked whether they were over
here looking for work but they replied they were
not. They had left gloomy, rainy Victoria to
come to sunny Western Australia for a while.
They explained they were not looking for jobs
and indicated they did not have jobs in Victoria,
They said they were on the dole here and that in.
a week or two they would return to Victoria. So
for a while we had four people added to our
unemployment figure which we could do nothing
about. Despite thii we had the second lowest
figure in Australia.

Mr Pearce: They probably could not find a job
here.

Mr CLARKO: It is essential we consider these
points. In a critical and difficult economic time
we have a balanced Budget. We find we have
an important aid, particularly in regard to tax,
with the Federal Budget brought down by Mr
Lynch this year. We have a situation where 90
per cent of taxpayers in Australia will pay 32c
in the dollar.

When I was a boy living in Cottesloc I had
a friend who lived in Peppermint Grove; pos-
sibly one of the most affluent areas of that time,
which was just after the war. How many of those
people would have paid 10 shillings in the pound
in those days, very few, I imagine? Peop~e are
told to go to the Pilbara, but I know of fitters
and turners and tiruck drivers there who are pay-
ing 55c in the dollar. Today we have ordinary
working men paying more than those few people
in Peppermint Grove. That to me is economic
rape.

Mr H. D. Evans: At least they pay their taxes
and do not try to avoid them as the others do.

Mr CLARKO: The honourable member makes
many fine interjections but that is not one of
them. If one is to talk about finance one should
acknowledge the excellent Budgets brought dawn
both in this State and by our colleagues in Can-
berra. It is important to look at the economic
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mismanagement oif the Whitlam era. Look briefly
at lhz 1011al (Willy of the Niac~lahon Ministry
which was S t) hillion. In came a Labor Gov'-
erment anti its first Buidget was tip to $12 bil-
lion. It look a while for 'Hodicea's Chariot" it)
get going-

The next year it went tip to Sig billion, an
increase of nearly S6 billion. Thai increase was
.iNtut the samec as the total Budget of 1967.
Labor's next Buidget rose ito %22 billion, ain in-
crcase of $4 billion.

Mr Pearce: The country grew faster tinder
Whitloi.

Mr CLARKO: With a change in Government
the Budget rose ito only S524 billion. The presentl
Budget is $26.1 billion. This shows the! measuire
of the differece between a Federal ILiheral
Governmenitihat %rants ito manage a couintry in
a proper and careful way and a spendthrift
bunch of 'Diamond Jims".

I shall now iturn ito the deficits ovei' this period.
Under the McMahon Government in 1972-73
therz: was a deficit oif $700 million, which is
greater than the first deficit of the Labor Coy-
srnmnin. which was 5300 million, In the follows-
ing year the deficit went from $293 million ito
$2 567 million. What a tremeindousi figuire. If one
went back over the previouis It) or 12 years andi
totalled all thc deficits one wouild not reakch 1h2
figuire that it achieved in 1974-75. In 1975-76 it
went tip to $3 5H5 million. It shouild have been
54 500 million buit there was a change of Govern-
met. thank the Lordt. and in the last half of that
year inrder the new Government somec good
economic management helped the situiation. Inl
1976-77 the -ddicit was N2 7091 million. '[his year
there is an estimate of $2 200 million.

That is an example of the soirt of mismanage-
ment which has putl a tremendouis strain on the
Treasuiryin thisState. lDespite tht. ibis State Coy-
erment hats a wonderful1 record andi this par-
ticuilar Htidgez wilt take uts tine more step for-
waird in this. tremendously exciting State which is
unliitied in its potential.

Whether one looks at mining, agriculiture. our.
marnfactutring potential: no matter where one
looks. this parflitilar State has tinlimited hori-
zotns. It is these sorts of buidgetary policies which
will enable uts to offer a better opportlinity for
everyone in this Stale. particuilarly the young
people. We will he able to give jobs to people.
I hat is the nmain thrust of this Butdget: to give
jobs ito people. Having done that, this State will
once again embark uspon a visionary migration
policy. Whether people come from within Atis-
tratlia or overseas they will be welcome here.

because the richest one million square miles of
the world needs. people, whether they are people
who are living in Western Aust1ralia. who are
living in other States, or who will conic from other
parts of the world.

If memilbers opposite believe that in pro-
spei'oos times we should not have a visionary
mnigration policy, they should stand lip and say
st. They shouild say to the people in their elec-
torates that they do not believe in this.

Mr H. D. Evans: What sort of times?

Mr CIARKO: Prosperouis times: and they ic
ar4)1indL the corner.

Mr H. D. Evans: In the pipeline.

Scvcral members interjected.

The SPEFAKER: Cider!

Mr C1.ARKO: The Leader of the Opposition
has a different idea of infltion from that of thle
lceader of the Government, He said of inflation.
"Let it ruin." The lcader of the. Opposition in-
dignantlly denies saying, "Ll~e it rip.- If members
look ait their hooks of synonyms they will find
thant. "Let it run" and. "LIet it rip" aire synonyms.

I ant soire members opposite take greal notice
of what I say: butl leiti ts o toi a higher atitbority.

Mr Harnsan: Youi are joking.

Mr ('LARKO: The editorial in Thei~ Wiwi Aus-
ira/inn of the 21hi September. 1977 says that the
Huidget was restrained and responsile.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! There are far too man%
interjections. 1tie member for Karninyolp.

Mrs (LA RKO: With my quiet voice I have'
tremnldouis tlifliCalty in getting my mecssage
across. As I said, we have a balanced litget
which involved lreiendtiisly brilliant financial
Ill-iLigeient in these dillicult times%.

Of plirtiCilar interest to mc and to the mem-
ber for Gosnells is the quiestion of education. The
editorial in 'lThe West A rctraliujn said that apart
fromt tax concessions, the biggest continuing com-
mitmntil incrodied in the Buidget is the 18 per
cent increase, tip $44 million to a total nf $295
million, in spending tin etttication. An extra 6401
teachiers aind teaching aides will be employed ns
well as extra sitl for pre-school centres.

1i is the biggest continuing commitmntn. As
someone who has been involved in eduication. I
have gone hack throuigh the records. I realise
that some members on the tither side also have
a special interest in edutcation and I respect it.
However, I lto have a special interest in it.
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One can look at the Budgets year by year.
One can take the last years of the Brand Coy-.
2rnment. the three years of the Tonkin Govern.
menl. the first three years and the most recent
period of the Court Government and look dt
the percentage increase year by year that the
liberal-Country Party Governments have made
available out of their total spending. I am proud
of this. It is a much greater increase than that
which our opponents provided.

Mr Pearce: Would you concede that in fact the
greatest change in educational funding camne
with the Whitlam Government and the appoint-
nmenit of the Schools Commission? The deficit that
300 have been conmplaining about in fact largely
paid for at great deal of the educational improve-
ments that you are now claiming.

Mr ('tARKO: No, I do not agree with that.
I welcome aill the good achievements of the
Whitlain Government in rcgaftt to education.

Mr Pearce: Hut they dild-

Mr CI.ARKO: Please let me linish. The bun-
ouirable member has asked me about three spies-
lons. There is no question as ito where the fund-
ing came front If one looks at ain extract fronm
this year's Budget oine will see that within at
period of three years the amount of income tax
gathered went fronm $8000lt million to $1600t0t
miillion. There was a doubling of the amount of
ittoney that was collected from the taIxpayer.

I support the fact that extra money has been
spent oin edtucation. It is at great thing. 1 believe
Kleozics must also be given credit for his initiativez
in regard to universities. I believe that is part
of( cut' history. People Who0 write the history of

heWhitlamn Government will include education
as bing one of the areas, in which it could be
rightly proud of its achievementls. Hut all Govern-
meris make errors. Trhere was wpste within that
amount of money provided for education.

One area in which I assumec the ntemher for
(;osnetts and I would he diametirically opposed
is that I believe there would hie tess waste in
L'ttLcationtal expenditure if the decisions were given
closer ito where the money waks ito be spent, As
far as I an concerned, I would like to see the
allocation of funds conie back Ito the States. I
believe it would he much better if the allocationi
were made in Western Auistralia.

Reference is made in the Budget ito small
hi si nessruen. "Flue fact of the matter is that the
Federal Governmtent has tiscontinuted its suipport
of the Small Businesses Advisory Service this year.
We. in our Budget, have tatken Lip that partictilar
responsibility. Menthers of the Opposition can
ihliist tile if they like: I ,am ii genuine federalist.

hut I believe in movement of these powers away
front the Federal Government and back to the
States where they belong. I believe it is right that
the States should have this financial responsibility.

[t has been said all around Australia that the
Wran Governmtent beat the Willis Government
oiver the question of double taxation. I do not
believe that. My judgment of the New Southi
Wales Liberal Party Government was that it was
on its way and if that particular issue bad not
arisen, it would have gone out of office on sonme
other' iSSLIC.

Mr 'aylor: They should hanve cooked the
boundaries. as was done here.

MIr B. T. Buirke: The public transport system
had a lot ito do with it.

Mr CI.ARKO: That is qtuite right. I believe
there were oither problems. The Government
had been in office quite at while: it had rtin down:,
it did not have sufficiently tiew. imanginative
policies.

Th e situLat ion with regard 14k e Wa to at01 is One
in which we have ntadC d-rnatic steps forward.
-and the conclusion to the points made by the
membe~r for Gosnells is that the great stleps for-
ward in education in this State were niade in
the -1960ts when this State and the Brand Govern-
ment etibarked on at programme of building
high schools and improving secondary education
for the first time sice the early l900ts.

When I tr-avelled around the Statics of Australia.
I could not find one where there wais tt systits
of high schools which could comipare with what
we had achieved in Western Australia. We had
the ad vat itage becau se we ca inc ill hit1c. That is
how Germany got the better of Britain in the
indtusrial revolution with new machinery atd
equipmtent.

That is what happecned. The HrIdt (hwern.
mtsnt took a1 drantaitic step forward in the 1 960s.

We have embharked now onl a prograinic which
has bel] t sbject to at lot Of criticism, and I refer
ito the Litietioil of lookiaaz afer ntore ad1 more of
our children of fouir years and older. IrrespLective
of the carping criticism, it gives me great pleaspure
lot find in the Financial Staitemntt and the ILoan
Fst iiti s that an additional 36 new pre- priniary
centres will be built within lie next year it) cater
for an additional initake of children four years
and clder. I an proud to he associated with thaLt
policy, and to know that mttore aid mtore children
will he catered for. '[hat has been a draituaie
Step for-waurd, Hil it antazes ie when I tind people
wvho Wouldl rather concen:ctrate: ott some1 a1spect of
detail. Our four-year-olds will receive the benefit
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of being able to attend pre-primary centres. This
will be of great benefit to them in their future
education.

A real problem which races Western Australia
is the shortage of capital. The Premier has drawn
attention to the tremendous difficulties we face
with regard to obtaining money from the Loan
Council on a per capita basis-which is declining.
The Premier has put forward proposals to enable
this State to borrow domestically and internation-
al~ly outside the current Loan Council situation
for State Governments, local government, and
semi-Government instrumentalities. It seems to me,
this particular matter is of critical importance to
States such as Western Australia where there is a
tremendous difficulty in providing infrastructure.
The mining companies provided that infrastructure
in the north-west during the 1960s, but it is
probable that will not happen again.,

The member for Collie knows of the problems
at Muja, and he gives us his views from time to
lime. I listen to his views but I say to him, quite
seriously, if by some stroke of magic he were
to become the Minister for Fuel and Energy, I
wonder where he would find the necessary capital
to fund the alterations and additions to Muja,
and the transmission line to the metropolitan area.
I suggest he would not get the money from the
Loan Council.

Mr T. H-. Jones: How have the other States
done it? How did the New South Wales Govern-
ment do similar work without outside funding?

Mr CLARKO: New South Wales has a popula-
tion which is far greater than ours, and that is
always of tremendous importance to a highly
capitalised industry. Ft lowers per aita charges.
Also, New South Wales has some of the finest
black coal deposits in the world.

Mr T. H. Jones: What do you mean, "tfinest"?
Mr CLARKO: The best.
Mr T. H. Jones: The member is a little out of

his field. He should stick to education.
Several members interjected.
Mr CLARKO: I was not reflecting on the

quality of Collie coal. All I said was that New
South Wales has some of the finest coal in the
world. The member for Collie wants to compare
the coal at Collie. I am comparing the coal on a
world-wide basis. As the member for Gascoyne
has said, the Snowy Mountains scheme was pro-
vided buckshee for New South Wales and
Victoria. and that was a tremendous capital
advantage.

Mr T. I_ Jones: How did Queensland get its
money?

Mr CLARKO: As is often said in this House:
I am glad the member raised that point. Queens-
land got a special Government loan in order to
build its Gladstone power station at a special rate
of interest. We sought a similar grant from the
previous Federal Government.

Mr Bertram. What is wrong with new
federalism?

Mr T. H-. Jones: You could not get it from
the Federal Government.

Mr Coyne: We built Kununurra, instead.

Mr CLARKO: [ am not trying to be critical.
I am pointing Out to the member for Collie that
if he were in the same position he would not be
able to solve the problem without raising capital
by way of an overseas loan or a buy-back-lease
arrangement.

Mr T. H. Jones: You are forgetting one point.
If we had made the alterations when they should
have been made the cost would have been 587
million. The cost has now increased by $59
million. The programme was put back, and that
is why we are in our present mess.

Mr CLARKO: I think I have made the point
clearly. We have a serious problem in trying
to raise capital for the future development ot
this State. The enlargement of the SEC is a
major project.

The Budget shows an increase of $173 000
on what was allocated last year for industrial
development. That is an important allocation
and it will be of benefit to a dominant sector
within our State economy.

I was pleased to see that the Government had
made an allocation so that State sporting teams
can travel.

Mr T. H. Jones: That is a good move.

Mr CLARKO: I was also pleased to note that-
the allocation will be made on a realistic basis,
and that a greater proportion will be made avail-
able for travel to Queensland than will be made
available for travel to South Australia.

Mr T. H. Jones: What abouit the parliamentary
bowls team?

Mr CLARKO: I wrote to the Premier last year
on tk's very subject of State sporting teams.

Mr Bertram: Did you get a reply?

Mr CLARKO; Yes, although I am not claim-
ing that my letter wats the principal reason for
the allocation. One of my electors is Brian.
Lewis, an outstanding State yachtsman. He re-
cently sailed a Tornado class yacht in the Uinited
States, and he came second in this world class
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event. [n the previous year he went to a Scandi-
navian country and again he was highly placed.
He is a keen yachtsman and he told me about the
difficulties he has had to face. As a result of
those difficulties I wrote to the Premier.

I am pleased also to see that the Government
is to go on with its support of recreation. A sum
of $500 000 will be added to the $1 million al-
located last year. I think it is important to re-
member that recreation is becoming more and
more a part of our lives. Governments need to
be in tune with community needs, and recreation
is one of them. The allocation shows how the
Government responds to the feelings within our
electorates.

Of equal importance is the allocation of State
funds to buy land for national parks and wildlife
reserves. Much land has been set aside during the
last four years, in addition to what we already
had. Our national parks are becoming better than
they ever were, and the decision by the Gov-
ernment to increase their size and expand in that
area is of tremendous importance to those of us in
Western Australia who look to the future in
this regard.

In looking to the future, the Government has
made an allocation of $250 000 for solar energy
research.

Mr Barnett: Not enough.

Mr CLARKO: It may not be enough, but it
is a start. It is typical of a sympathetic Gov-
ermit. There is need for such an allocation
of money in order to find a more efficient way
to presrve our energy. We are able to get
more return for our dollar. The CSIRO has
been involved for a long time, and it is an area
in which Australia, in terms of research, ranks
very highly.

What I regard as be ing of special importance
is the 25 per cent concession to eligible pensioners
on various Government charges such as local
government rates. Never before has a Govern-
ment in this State made that particular concession.
I believe as the years go by the percentage con-
cession will bq increased, but we must bear in
mind that young married people, with a couple of
children, who are establishing a home are perhaps
the main taxpayers in our society, and there is a
limit to the pressures they can bear. When we
confer concessions on one person, someone else
carries it. Father Christmas does not bring it.

Mr B. T. Burke: What about interest charges?

Mr CIA RKO: That is a matter of critical
importance in finance in Australia today. With

his knowledge of Government finance, the mem-
ber for Balcatta would understand what the
Whitlamt Government did in relation to all the
deficits I enumerated and the dr'amatic increase
in the tax rake-off. How did the Whitlam Govern-
ment fund those deficits? A deficit can be funded
by either turning over the printing machine and
circulating more money or borrowing money, or
doing both. The Whitlamn Government did both.

In order to lessen. the printing of money and
increase the circ 'ulation of notes, money had to
be borrowed. Ln order to borrow money, interest
rates had to be increased, and that flowed from the
public sector to the private sector. So in Australia
today we have the highest interest rates in history.
Due to whom? To Hayden and Crean. They
increased the interest rates. Everyone buying a
home knows that whereas he used to pay 6 per

cent interest on a savings bank loan only a few
years ago, he now pays I I per cent, or 12 per
cent or more if he is unlucky. All this flows
from the disgraceful and disastrous Budgets of
the Whitlamn Government.

Mr B. T, Burke: What are we going to do
about the Whitlani Government?

Mr CLARKO: We have already done it. We
look forward to a lowering of the interest rat6s.
Movements in finiancial circles at the moment
indicate there will be a towering of interest rates
but I think it will be very small and not enough.

Mr Harman: We will be lucky if it goes down
by 0.5 per cent.

Mr CLARKO: All the steps are being taken,
and irrespective of whether there is an election,
the interest rates will go down. I doubt that they
will ever go down to what they used to be. but
inflation would hove risen above 20 per cent
under a Labor Government, while in the brief
period since 1975 we have it down to single
figures.

Mr B. T. Burke: You do not think interest
rates will ever get back to what they were pre-
viously?

Mr CLARKO: They will never get back to
3 or 4 per cent.

Mr B_ T. Burke: In the United States at present
the interest rate on home building loans is 71
per cent, and in the United Kingdom 61 per cent.

Mr CLARKO: On the ordinary market or
through subsidisation?

Mr B. TP. Burke; On the ordinary market.

Mr CLARKO: Interest rates overseas are signi.
ficantly lower than they are in Australia today
as a result of the policies of Labor Treasurers.
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Again in the Budget we show our genuine
interest in improving education in the State. but
certain aspects of educat ion need to he talked
about, such as numeracy and literacy. When
they were being talked about a year ago, the
'Teachers' Union said, "~There is nothing wrong
with our teachers,"~ No-one was saying there
wats. The problem was what was coming out of
the pipeline. There hats been a move from cte
defensive on the part of educators since the
Cadman report which says there is a need to do
something about it. Our Government-as always.
the first cab off the rank-is doing something to
repare the school leaver more properly for his

futuire evain
Mr Pearce: You have not replaced three

reneulial -teachers in the primary division.

NIr CI.AIKO: One point with which I agreed
in the speech of the member for Gosnells the
other day wats his point in relation to the teacher-
pupil Ratio. lie wouild not concede that the
Tonkin Government used the same ratio.

Mir Pearce: I conceded that.

rCL.ARKO: Everyone who is involved in
education knows it is not a very uiseful figure. ft
has probably only one valtue: that is. to make a
comparison with previous years. Apart from that
it is of no valtie. and I suggest if education
authorities in the Future provide the Government
with the two figures, we will end this argument.

An improventent in class sizes% means more
teachers., and teachers' salaries absorb the greatest
proportion of the money-E) per cent of educa-
tion ftunds is the figure usually qtioted for teachers'
salaries. It is the remaining portion that has to be
managed well. It is important that we spend it
wisely and that children be prepared for the
real world.

I think over the last decade we have bordered
on going too far in terms of giving children
general education and providing tertiary educa-
tion. The idea wats to enable them all to become
doctors and lawyers, but the number actually
doing those courses was a very small proportion.

I believe it is important that now and in
the future we do more to equip children for
the real world. While giving them a good
quality educatic i with more emphasis on
numeiracy and literacy, we should equip
them. so that when they go out to work in a bank.
an oil company, or a factory they can say, "I did
some of this at school"-an accountancy unit or
a public service tunit. They will know something
about it and will derive more job satisfaction.

The Budget paves the way to providing more
jobs, and in many other ways. makes it possib!e
for Western Ausiralians to enjoy a much better
way of life.

l)R TROY ( Frenmantle) 1.3.29 pm]: Mlr
Speaker. I would like to thank you for your
forbearance in relation to my unacceptable attire
today. I find it puzzling, to say the least, that
10 or 20 minutes aigo there was present in the
Chamber someone else dressed in an open-necked
shirt, and if facial expression can be taken as at
criterion 1 did not notice any objection to her
dress.

The matter atl hand is the Appropriation Bill.
The Budget speech had the appearance ol betng
consistent and rational but when one looks at it
more closety it is the speech of a man who is
increasingly anxious and--dare I say it-reaching
a level of desperation, on a number of economic
problems.

I say that because if one reflects on his Budget
speech of last year-which I wats not privileged
to hear from this vantage point-it certainly
made no reference ito criticism of the then Federal
Government,, but the current Budget speech con-
tains plenty of criticism. What the Premier is
facing now is a very severe and very grave crisis
within his private enterprise system. At the start
of the Budget year. despite attempts to fiddle the
figures ito some extent, it was admitted that
26 000 people were unemployed, and it is guaran-
teed that figure will he exceeded by the end ot
the Budget year. The only quiestion is how much
in extcess of 304 100 the figure will be.

In opening his Budget speech the rremier did
say that economic conditions have changed. Of
cotirse, that is a iruism. He also said that the
task is not easy and that the medicine wilt be
a little unpalatabte. There we leave any
relationship to the real world in economic terms.

In yesterday's issue of The Australian HFnchd
Re'View-and this is an indicator of how grave
the problem is-figures were presented in respect
of the draining of Australian overseas reserves
In the month of September alit figure amounted
to 5422 million.

When I spoke a month or so ago, the monthly
rate was running at something like $360 million:
and, of course, the economic control of the
Federal Government in Canberra is primarily
responsible for this. In addition to this massive
outli1ow-and it is an outflow of private capital
primarily from Australia-we are seeing Australia
take steps to make massive amounts of borrow-
ings the like of which have not been seen before.
in the history of this country.
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One has ito look at the reason that such prob-
lems are occurring, aind despite the assertion of
the member for Karrinytip that they were caused
by the Whitlamn Government in 1972 to 1975.
t hatI is not correct. His assertion really
flits in the face of reality. The main reason
that there is an outflow of profit capital from
Australia is that profitability is not being main-
tained. In that circumstance it is absoltutely
wishful thinking to talk about the State Govern-
ment making huge borrowings on the international
loan markets. Whether it is funny money, as
the member for Mitndaring likes to call it, I
do not know:. bttt in sutch circumstances interest
rates will not be stibstantially lowered.

We get back to the fundamental qutestion of
why profitability has fallen. This is a matter
which bears looking at, and in some
depth. For, some time there has been present at
tendency: for the rate of profit to decline, and
this is, a direct result of some fundamental
principles that apply to a private enterprise or
capitalist oriented economic system. We have
had-and it has been specially so in this State-
economic endeavour that has become increasingly
capital intensive.

The capital bill to employ at given worker is
now far higher than it was 20, 30, or 40 years ago.
The capital bill has increased in each of those
decades. However, the contradiction that is
inherent in that situation is that real value
comes only from the new added labour
component at any given stage of prod uction.
So we have on the one hand an increasing capital
debt to employ a single employee or a given
amount of labour; and on the other hand we have
a proportionate decrease in the amount of new
added value. Therein Ties the problem. This
is not just a local problem: it is evident both
here and on the world scene.

We have reached the stage where investment
by and large, has stopped in major areas of eco-
nomic endeavour. The steel industry is one case.
The investment has stopped because the capital
debt hais become so huge that those concerned
would be virtually forever trying to get a return
on their investment.

This process has been masked over the last
20 or so years by the factor of major ex-
pansion. The process has been going on, but
there has been a seemingly endless state of ex-
pansion. One must look at the reason for this
endless state of expansion. I think to some extent
the member for Karrinyup said that the
problems are world wide. I think he was
quite wrong in saying that the problems stem

from ;h-- oil crisis. In my opinion he niist go
back and consider the economic arrangements
that wer2 made on a world basis fol~owing the
end of World War IL. Those economic
arrangements were made at a conference at Hrc-
ton Woods in the United States in 1944.

At that time the United States Look on the
task of being an internatlional guarantor. That
country bad $30 billion of gold held in Fort
Knox at the time, and it was io he the inter-
national g.Liarantor. On that basis the US dollar
was taken as being as good as gold. and the
situation went on from there. What happened in
the intervening period was that the United States
ran its money printing presses far faster than it
shetuld haive done in relationship to the new values
which were being Created. So we bud created
over ai period of time at huge bill of what
amounted to a1 fictitioMl Cr-Elit.

The bubble in respect of that matter finally
burst. In 1971 Nixon decided ito take the United
St aces off the gold standard; and it seems to me
the member for Karrinyap does not understand
the significance of that decision.

Mr Clarko: What yott are saying is impotiant.
I was working on a later date and saying that
the troubles occurred because-of the oil crisis.
You are going hack fairther than that.

Dr TROY: This is where I consider the pre-
sumplion of the member for Karrinytio is quite
false. Following that decision in 1971, and as
a result of it. there occurred a rapid devaluation
of the US dollar. The Australian dollar was fixed
in direct relationship to the US dollar, and we also
devalued automatically, which was unfortunate.
Snedden, as the Treasurer of the day, was ap-
pealing for a revaluation of the dollar, but that
did not occur as a result of the differences of
interest between Anthony and McMahon. An-
thony dictated that it Shoutld not occur. The
actions of the Australian Government in the
period between August. 1971 and December.
1972 cost the Auistralian overseas reserve an
amount of 54 000 million. The member for Kar-
rinyLip pointed to some unknown date in 1973
or 1974 and said __that was when the problem
began. it is quite false to say that.

Mr Clarko: I did not say it was the beginning.
but I said it was part of it.

Dr TROY: It was not even it modicum of it.
The oil price rise was precipitated by the
same decision in 1971. In 1974, in equivalent
US dollar terms, the price of oil was less than
one quarter of what it was in 1945. The oil
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price rise was precipitated by that decision in
1971 to take America off the fixed rate of ex-
change. So it comes back to the same problem,
and there is no point in ignoring that.

The whole basis of the post-war boom has
disappeared, and it will not return despite the
wishful thinking of the Premier and the member
for Karrinyup.

Mr Clarko: It will return all right.

Dr TRIOY: As a result of the huge boom
which did occur, there was a great expansion in
productive capacity. As I said earlier, this can
be seen especially in the market for steel; so
much so that there is huge excess capacity in
almost every country in the world which is a
important producer of steel.

Despite the 'fact that Japan has achieved huge
penetrations in the European and American mar-
kets in the period since 1974, the estimate is that
its capacity is running at about 65 per cent.
Nippon Steel, one of the big steet companies,
faces before the end of the year major close-
downs. Of the 25 blast furnaces it operates 16
wvill be closed down.

The uncertainty of those people as to the
future is also manifested in their refusal to enter
into further negotiations with Hamersley Iron and
Mt. Newman in terms of iron ore contracts.
That was mentioned in the Press recently; I refer
to The West Australian and The Australian Fi-
ito ncial Review.

What we are seeing both locally and overseas
is the destruction of this excess capacity which
has been built up over a number of years. When
we get that kind of picture and look at the pro-
posals in our Budget, we find it bears no relation-
ship to the real economic situation which Western
Australia is running into.

To some extent there has been some recognition
of the fact in the speech of the Treasurer and the
speech of the member for Karrinyup that the real
problem is unemployment. This problem will be
with us at least within the framework of the
private enterprise system, for ever; that is,. it
private enterprise keeps on going. Clearly it is
at risk.

The Treasurer in his speech stated he was unable
to understand the Commonwealth, and he was
speaking in relation to loan moneys being made
available. I think the Commonwealth, to that
extent within the framework of this system, has
a far better grasp of what is going on financially
in Australia than the Treasurer has. I think the
difficulty I mentioned in relation to overseas re-
serves, and what we have to borrow or proposed

to borrow in the coming period, underlines that
factor. The Treasurer is advocating bigger loans,
and that means loans bigger than those proposed.

It would seem to me the Treasurer has little
understanding of what is really going on. What
has been allowed to develop in the period of the
boom under successive conservative administra-
tions is an Australian economy that is totally sub-
servient to overseas interests, and we are reaping
the whirlwind of that today. These problems are
not unique. My view is they will not be solved
within the framework of the private enterprise
system.

The Treasurer has asked for an investment-led
recovery, when clearly that will not occur. He
makes great moment of the fact that the Budget
surplus for last year was $3.4 million. What
that really amounts to is that in relation to these
proposals he was able to extract from the local
population in one way or another--either by not
passing on wage rises, or by increasing charges-
add itional income. Of course in doing that he is
reducing the buying power of the people. It
chatL is considered to be smart, t fail to agree.

On the other hand the Treasurer is talking
about reducing taxation and increasing incomes;
yet in real terms he is reducing the incomes of the
people of this State. What has been happening
at the present time is that valiant efforts are
being made to shore up the rate of profitability
of private enterprise by intensifying exploitation;
and that process brings about loss of jobs of
all kinds.

In the nickel industry very recently we saw
where one mine which was employing 1 400
persons had sacked 600; yet the reduction in its
output will be only 10 per cent. That is the
process we are seeing within th framework of
this private enterprise system. Neither the Trea-
surer nor any other members on the Government
benches has been able to give an answer to the
problem.

The Budget is a dismal failure in this regard.
It does nothing in relation to the real economic
problems' that are facing the State. I end my
contribution on that statement.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.03 p.m.

Debate adjourned until a later stage of the
sitting, on motion by Mr Shalders.

(Continued on page 1929)t

QUESTONS
Questions were taken at this stage.
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RURAL RECONSTRUCTION SCHEME ACT7
AMENDMENT BILL

Message: Appropriations

Message from the Governor received and read
recommending appropriations for the purposes of
the Bill.

BILLS (3)t RETURNED
1. Building Societies Act Amendment Bill.
2. Industrial and Commercial Employees

Housing Act Amendment Bill.
Bills returned from the Council without

amendment.
3. Education Act Amendment Bill.

Bill returned from the Council with amend-
ments.

CRIMINAL CODE AMENDMENT DILL
(No. 2)

Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Council; and, on motion
by Mr Pearce, read a first time.

APPROPRIATION BILL (CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND) (No. 2)

Second Reading: Budget Debate
Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the

sitting.

MR SHALDERS (Murray) [4.40 p.m.]: Mr
Speaker, I rise to support the Budget introduced
by the Treasurer.

Mr Tonkin: Excuse me. Did you say that you
were Supporting the Budget?

Mr SHALDERS: Yes. Before commencing my
remarks, I wish to refer to what I believe was
an unparliamentary remark made by me in this
Chamber the other evening when the member
for Cosntells was speaking. I think you were about
to ask for a withdrawal, Mr Speaker, but the
member for Gosnells said he did not want a
withdrawal. I interjected to say that I withdrew
the remark, but that was not captured by Hansard
and I take the opportunity to withdraw it now.

Mr Barnett: What was the remark?

The SPEAKER: I do not want it repeated.
Mr Barnett: What is the point of withdrawing

it if we do not know what it was?

Mr SHALDERS: I believe the Budget intro-
duced by the Treasurer to be a forcible and
responsible document which breaks a great deal
of new pround. It will stimulate employment and
provide for greatly increased spending in many
areas.

I propose to run through some of the major
provisions contained in the Budget,

Mr Bertram interjected.

Mr SH-ALDERS: if the member for Mt H-aw-
thorn has not read the Budget papers, perhaps
he could listen to my speech, and learn some-
thing. firstly, the Budget provides for increased
pay-roll tax exemptions. This matter has been
discussed at length today. It means that in a
period of two years, over 1 600 small businesses
have been totally exempted from the requirement
to pay pay-roll tax.

Mr Bertram: Who is going to make up the
deficit? Who is paying for that?

Mr SHALDERS: Can the member for Mt.
Hawthorn not see it is a reduction in taxation?

Mr Bertram: Who is making up the gap?

Mr SN ALDERS: There is no gap to be made
up; can the lionourable member not see that?

Mr Pearce: The Premier always says if we
take money away from one area, it must come
from another area.

Mr SHALDERS: Yes, it will come from the
industrial growth and expansion which is occurring
in this State, due to good government.

Mr Tank in: For how long were you a teacher?

Mr SHALDERS: The member for Morley has
made his contribution to the debate, and I intend
to make mine, and if he will just listen we will
get on famously. The proposal to reduce pay-
roll tax will cost some $1 million in the re-
mainder of this year.

The Budget also refers to the removal of
death duties on estates passing from spouse to
spouse; this will cost $2.5 million in this year.

It will provide a sum of $7 million in addi-
tional finance for the maintenance and miscel-
laneous services division of the Public Service
which will be diverted towards endeavnurmng to
overcome the unemployment currently being
.experienced in this State.

An amount of $2 million has been set aside for
drought relief to certain areas in the State. Tragic-
ally, many of these areas are suffering from
drought for the second year in succession. This
money will assist to provide employment and
will also be used to enable water carting to
take place during the summer months.

Finance is to be made available for loans to
provide on-farm water supplies. This is another
very important issue to people living in country
areas which have uncertain water supplies.

The Budget also allocates $1.4 million for sport
and recreation, which will provide much-needed
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community sporting and recreational facilities.
State teams will he assisted with travel to an
aimount of $110 000). There is to be increased
spending on community welfare to those people
in the greatest need. Surely the Opposition must
agree this represents -a very compassionate action
on the part of the Government.

Mr Bertram: It is classic socialism.
Mr SHALDERS: t aiM afraid that the member

for Mt. Hawthorn does not have the faintest idea
of what socialism means: yet he sits on the side
of the House which purports to represent socialism.

Mr Bertram: The Government is propping Lip
sport, now.

Mr SHAI.DERS: We on this side believe in
assisting those in greatest need. However, we do
not believe in assisting those people who can
stand on their own two feet, and who should be
encouraged to dlo so.

Mr Harman: Cut it out!

Mr SHAlDERS; The Budget also provides for
extra tinance to be made available for the l~olice
Department and the Road Traffic Auithority.

Mr Harman : Whatt about the farmers? Would
You say they are in need'?

Mr SHAI.DERS: This will increase the Man-
power of both the Police Force and the Road
Trafice Authority in this State. it will also help
to provide them with a better communication
system. I amn sorry, I did not hear the member
for Maylands.

Mr Harman: The farming industry is assisted
in this State and in every other -State in Australia.
Almost every industry in this State is getting
some sort of assistance from the Giovernment.

Mr SHAJ.IRS: Undoubtedly the member is
correct. In many cases that assistance was given
in good faith and has turned out ito he at millstone
tirottod the neck in some instances; and if I had the
time I Would expand on that subject.

Conservation and the environment is ;an area
in which I know the Opposition is vitally interested
and in which members on this side of the House
are also vitally interested. Funding in this area
has been increased by 36 per cent. An amount
of $254)000lt has been set aside for the establish-
ment of a solar energy institute. I applaud this.
I realise that perhaps more money is neceded. but
at leant this is a Mtart and if more money is needed
this financial year it might he found.

Of course, in an -area of vitail interest to me
-e-duication-a tremendous inecse in finance has
been riade available; and this will bring ire-
mendous benefits to the children of this State.
I shall ret urn to education at a later dlate.

In my opinion andi, L am sure, ins the opinion
of members who sit on this side of the Rouse,
the contributions by members opposite so far in
this debate have been lamentable. I should like
to refer, first of all, to the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. I believe the Leader of any Opposition has
a duty in his remarks on such a Bill to attack
the Budget where he finds it to be deficient. He
certainly made some attacks on the Budget and
I shall refer later to exactly how poor they were.

Secondly, the Leader of any Opposition has
a duty to provide an alternative to the Budget
presented by the Premier. Apart from the seven-
point plan of which he spoke and which oc-
cupied a very small portion of his speech, the
Leader of the Opposition gave the people of this
State no idea of what an alternative Government
ted by himself would have done in terms of bud-
geting for the State;, and I aim sure the people
of ibis Scate, particularly those members of the
public who have supported the Leader of the
Opposition's party, must be very disappointed that
he did not do that when he spoke on this Bill.

Mr Jamieson: No Leader of the Opposition
has ever done that in the 25 years that I have
been in Parliament.

Mr SHALDERS: I an not suggesting! the
Leader of the Opposition should have brought
down budget papers, biut Surely he could have-

Mr Januieson: Including the present Premier.
Have at took at his speceches. No-one has ever
done that.

Mr SHAL.DFIRS: I accept the point the Leader
of thie Opposition is miking as being correct, bit
I believe really that is the duty of the Leader
of the Opposition.

Mr Jamieson: I do~ not bulieve it is b~cause it
is of nn Lise.

Mr SH-ALDE.RS: We will aulrce to differ. I
think the people of this State are entitle.d to know
w~hat the Opposition would haive done differently
frumn the way the Government has done it.

Mr Jamnieson: I told them at the election and
they elected the Premier.

Mr SHAIlDl-JS: I shall return to that point
latter in my speech.

Mr Jinieson: I think YOU haid betler sty whecre
you aire.

Mr SHAI.DFRS: Let us consider a few of the
points ma1;de by the Leadcr of the Opposition. it
is the contention of the people who sit opposite
thiat the economy of this Country Must be con1-
stinter led, They have attaicked both the Primie
Minister and the Premier of this Sitate fur having

1930



Jlhursday, 6th October, 1977j I9

said that they believe the economy of this country
will improve only if there is an investment led
recovery, and the Leader of the Opposition re-
ferred to the prediction of the Reserve Hank that
the gross operating suirplus Of companies will in-
crease by 23 per cent, which is a similar rate to
that which applied lastl year. It seems to me
that if the gross operating Surplus was 23 per cent
last year and is ito he 23 per cent this year, the
consuimers are playing their part:. they are spend-
irng in order to provide this gross operating stir-
plus.

I agree with the Leader of the Opposition that
the economy of this country is still weak; it is
only just on the way to recovery. Yet if the
consuimers were to provide the answer why has it
not been provided when these gross operating
surpluses are being made? Obviously it is he-
cause those surpluses are not being invested. If
they were being invested we would find greater
productivity and certainly unemployment would
he greatly reduced. Therefore, after reading the
Leader of the Opposition's own figures. I have
no alternative hut to say his opinion is totally
wrong and that an investment led recovery is the
only way back.

Mr Jamnieson: Then the Prime Minister is also
wrong because he has gone away from that now.

Mr SHALDERS: I agree, aknd in my o,-inion
he ha~serred. I think he has lost faith in hisq own
policy.

Mr Jamieson: I am on good ground at last!

Mr SHALDERS: I should like to inform the
Leader of the Opposition that members on this
side of the House. as the Premier has shown, do
not slavishly follow every idea put forward by
the Fraser Government; certainty not in the
manner that members opposite slavishly followed
the Whitlarn line and tried to tell the public that
everything the Whittam Government did was
good. If they had been prepared to criticise.
and if that criticism was justified. I think they
would have done themselves a good turn.

Mr Jamieson: They never did that. you know.
That shows how naive you are. If you have a
look a.t the newspapers (if the time you wilt realise
that was not the ease.

Mr SI-ALDERS: I can recall the then Premiet
(the H-on. John Tonkin) being very critical of
Mr Whitam after he virtually put the kyhosh on
that refinery outside Runhury: bit realty that
was the first occasion.

Mr Jamieson: That was not the only occasion.
There were a number of cases. There were
several tinder my own portfolio.

Mr SHALDERS: I can remember Opposition
members in this House slavishly following the
line of the Whitlam Government.

Mr Jamieson: The forrner Minister for Trans-
port will tell you that I would not go along with
its policies.

Mr SHALDERS: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition referred to the requirements of the 'Corn-
mtinity; he spoke of toilet cisterns and what might
happen if factories could not produce enough of
them. I am sure the era of the Whitlans Govern,
ment gave a tremendous boost to the market fot
toilet cisterns; and if ever there is another
slackening of the market the people of Australia
need only elect another Labor Government
further to boost the need for that particular item.

The Leader of the Opposition-and I suppose
it is part and parcel of the job he has to do-
referred to what would happen if there were
another election in this State. Either he has not
seen the latest statistics or he choose% to ignore
them, because the figures show an overwhelming
number of people -support the present Govern-
ment.

Mr Clarko: Trhe highest in Australia.

Mr Tonkin: That was three weeks ago. A lot
hats happened since.

Mr Clarko: It has gone lip.

Mr SHAI.DERS: I can well remember mem-
bers opposite predicting what wdutd happen to
the member fur Bunh~try. They said -h 'c wouild
lose his seat. What happened? He -gained a
record majority.

Mr Jamieson: if you aWre going it> he like a,
bantam rooster and waknt to crow, get right hack
on the hack bench and put your feet uip.

Mr SHALDERS: The Leader of the 0 ppo.
sition himself made reference to) the fact that
my stay in this House would he temporary. Of-
course, that proved to be compltly wrong.
Really the Opposition has a great fallibility rate
in its predictions: and I aM Sure the prediction
maLde in this House recently by thd Leader of
the Opposition about what would happen if an
election were held now wotild prove to he
equially incor-rect.

Mr Jamieson:- You wilt find out after yout have
been in Parliament for a loing while that it is
a matter of opinion from time ito time and
Governments change.

Mr SHALDERS: Certainly. hut I do not -recall
members on this side of the House making pre-
dictions as to what WoLuld happen to any particuI-
lar member of the Opposition.

Mr Jamieson: No!
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Mr SHALDERS: I do not recall. Can the
Leader of the Opposition produce one reference
from Hansard during the past three years?

Mr Jlamieson: During the past three years?
What are you talking about?

Mr SHALDERS: If the Leader of the Opposi-
tion cannot do so why is be becoming upset?
In his speech the Leader of the Opposition re-
ferred to the increasing amount of unemployment
in this State. He said-

No juggling of figures by the Minister for
Labour and Industry will convince those
people who are unemployed.

Members on this side of the House have never
denied that the number of people unemployed in
this State has increased. However, one thing to
which the Leader of the Opposition never referred
is the fact that there has been an increase in the
number of people who have jobs. We like to be
reasonably positive and to talk about people who
have jobs. Ninety-five percent of the people in
this State have jobs, and that is not a bad track
record.

Mr Pearce: They do not need talking about.

Mr SHALDERS: The Leader of the Opposition
would not mind having 95 per cent of this com-
munity supporting his political party, in fact, he
would love to have 51 per cent. Of course, he
has no chance of achieving that.

Mr Jamieson: We have the greatest increase in
unemployment in this State of any State in the
Commonwealth.

Mr SHALDERS: The Leader of the Opposition
showed tremendous hypocrisy in saying that this
Government has callously and deliberately fol-
lowed a policy to create a pool of unemployed;
and I shall come back to how wrong that is at
another time. He then said that the scheme will
not provide jobs for those who need them most.
In my humble opinion anybody who has not a
job needs one, If five people are unemployed who
needs a job the most? Surely they are all equally
deserving. But not according to the Leader of the
Opposition,

Mr Jamieson: You are taking that out of con-
text, as you usually do.

Mr SH-ALDERS: He said that the money should
have been put into areas such as Kwinana, Gerald-
ton, and Lockridge. It is passing strange that
those areas are all represented by Labor members.
In other words, he is asking for preferential
treatment for the employment of members of the
public who live in electorates held by Labor
members.

Mr Jamieson: They happen to be areas with
the most unemployment.

Mr SHALDERS: The Leader of the Opposition
said-

The key elements of a successful job cre-
ation scheme should be as follows: Firstly,
such a scheme would need to be adequately
funded.

The Leader of the Opposition never once sug-
gested where those funds would come from, In
fact the Leader of the Opposition criticised this
Government for the increases it has made in
charges by Government instrumentalities and
trading concerns. If they had not been made
there would obviously be a great deal less finance
coming into Consolidated Revenue and, therefore,
far less finance would be available to him, if he
had been the alternative Treasurer, adequately to
fund this scheme for employing more people. So
again he is arguing against himself, but that is
reasonably typical.

No doubt members can speculate on why the
Leader of the Opposition did not provide a num-
ber of suggestions to this Parliament about what
he would have done. Some members of this
Parliament would be so callous as to say he is
not capable of presenting an alternative Budget,
but I do not wish to be as unkind as that. I
believe he could have done so but he deliberately
chose not to do so.

Mr Jamieson: Again I say this has never been
done in the 25 years I have been here and it is
not likely to be done by a Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the next 25 years.

Mr SHALDERS: The reason the Leader of the
Opposition did not do so is that he would have
had to say, "If we had been the Government we
would not have increased these charges." Ob-
viously from the criticism he has been making
any Government which he led would not have
increased these charges which he has been so
critical of the Government for making. If the
money from them had not come into Consolidated
Revenue obviously there would have been a tre-
mendous reduction of spending in all general
areas. There would be no possibility of any money
from Consolidated Revenue being channelled into
loan funds, we would have had a greatly reduced
capital works programme, and in turn the number
of unemployed in this State would have increased.
That would have led to tremendous dissatisfaction.

People might ask why an alternative Premier
would do all these terrible things, thus increasing
the number of unemployed and making people
unhappy. The answer is obvious: he has realised
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that in a very short time there must be a Federal
election. There must be a half-Senate election
within the next few months and a House of Rep-
resentatives election within 13 months. So it
would be in the best interests of a Labor Govern-
ment to create a greater number of unemployed
in this State purely and simply to boost the
chances of Opposition candidates in a Federal
election. There is no doubt that that is precisely
what the action of the Opjosition would have
been had it been in Government. I want to
return now to-

Mr Davies: Reality.

Mr SHALDERS: -t4he subject of education
and to comment on some of the points made by
the member for Cosnells. All of us in the House
are aware of the fact that the honourable member
is a member of the State debating team, and we
congratulate him for this. It is a great achieve-
ment. However, we are also aware that in the
debates in which he participates there are some-
times three members on one side and three mem-
bers on the other and the idea is that in a limited
amount of time the debater fits in as many points
as he cant irrespective of whether or not they
are factual. That is precisely what the member
for Gosnells does when he speaks in this House.
I will refer to some of the points he made and
indicate the incorrect information he gave. I
trust that it was not done deliberately, but that
they were merely errors.

Sir Charles Court: You have answered a riddle
for me. Now I know what he is practising for.

Mr SKALDERS: The member for Gosnells
said-

Two or three weeks ago I mentioned the
Government's overspending of the amount
of capital funds made available to it by the
Federal Government. It has been done again
here.

He was talking about the Budget, and when the
member for Bunbury interjected-

Mr Pearce: Where are you quoting from?

Mr SHALDERS: -the member for Cosnells
said to the member for Bunbury-

The money you refer to is capital alloca-
tions, and capital allocations do not come
into this Budget.

First of all the member for Gosnells. referred to
the underspending of capital flunds and then said
that capital funds do not come into the Budget.
It is very difficult when one minute the mem-
ber for Gosnells says one thing, and the next
he says something else. He accused the mem-
ber for Bunbury of misleading the House.

Mr Pearce: I was talking of 'recurrent ex-
penditure and he was talking about a Bill not
before the House.

Mr SHALDERS: The member for Gosnells
said that the increase in educational expenditure
is around 14 per cent and that inflation was 12
or 13 per cent. He went on to say-

.. we see that in real torms. the Stale Gov-
erment is not putting into the educational
system for next year any more than it voted
to put in this year .. .

Even if he were correct and the inflation rate
was 12 to 13 per cent and the increased education
expenditure is 14 per cent, that is I per cent
anyway, which is almost $3 million.

Mr Pearce: The growth is 2 per cent and in-
flation is 13 per cent; so that makes 15 per cent.
The educational expenditure is 14 per cent so
that is I per cent less.

Mr SHALDERS: The real increase is 18 per
cent in this Budget. We refer to ratios, and I
agree with the member for Karrinyup that the
type of statistics which are submitted are not
accurate and do not provide the sort of informa-
tion which members in the House would like to
have. However, the member for Gosnells said
that the statistics indicated that the figures are
drifting upwards; but that is not the case be-
cause if we took at that ratio-and it is only a
guide-we find that the average class size in prim-
ary schools in 1972 was 30.5; in 1973, 29; in
J974, 27.7; in 1975, 25.2; in 1976, 24.1; and
in 1977, it is 23.8.

Mr Pearce: You are using the ratio which you
say is misleading. I was talking of the actual
classroom sizes.

Mr SHALDERS: Let us see what the member
for Gosnells knows about actual classroom sizes.
He said-

We would not find in any primary school
classroom in the State a class of 23.3 or
24 pupils.

He said further-
I quote the figures from a good deal of

experience of classroom sizes.

He then went on to say-
I challenge the member for Mundaring to

name a class that has 23 or 24 pupils.
Mr Pearce: I accept I was in error.

Mr SHALDERS: The member for Gosnells
said that "no class would have only 23 or 24
pupils." Today I asked the Minister for Edu-
cation the total number of classes in class 3
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schools with 23 or less pupils. and the answer
was. "181 at the 1st July, 1977." Yet the mem-
her for Gosnells said chat there is not one.

Several members interjected.

Mr Pevarce: I admit the error.

Mr SHALDERS: I fail to see how-

Mr Pearce: That means, there must he some
with many more to majke the average ratio.

Mr SHAI.DERS: The member for Gosnells
said that there was not one class with only 23
or 24 puipils.

Several members interjected.

Mr Clarko: You fixed him there.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! There are far too
many interject ions. The Hitnard reporter is
having ditliesilty recording the member's speech.

Mr SHALDERS: I am surprised that a mem-
her who claims to have had the great amouint or
experience the honou~rable member claims he
has haid Could make such a grievouis error as that-.
He also went on to say-

Despite the agreemnrt made in the time
of the Tonkin Government. four or five years
ago. that jtunior primary classes shoutd he
brought down to 30) and anything above that
was educationally unacceptable, this year we
find the Governiment appointing aides 10 as-
sist teachers who have junior primary classes
with over 35 pupils..

His inference is that numbers have gone tip. The
Tonk-in Government agreed to at figure Of 301. buit
did not reaich it. However, this Gjovernmentl. in
successive terns. is gradually reducing the noni-
her. The tiembert for Gosnellts mnade reference- to
ain tipward drift. bit the figures I have given do
not hear h in out.

Mr Pearce: They dto not bear you owt. either.

Mr SHAIDERS: I qtuery whether in fact the
teacher-pupil ratio is increasing. The membe-r for
Go!nclls said that the average si7e-

Mr Pearce: What I said was that the average
tze of as primary school classroom last year was

higger than the average si/e for a primary school
ctassroom ihe previous year. Without talking
abot teachers aInd pu~pils% in fult-tinie contact, the
nutmber went down in 1975 hut then went tip
agiain in 1976.

Mr SHAI.DFRS: The statistics provided-

Mr Plearce: They hatve nothing to do with the
:srgtiecnt.

Mr, SHAL.DERS: They do not hear out what
the member for Gosnelts said.

Mr Pearce: They do not hear you Out.

Mr SHALDEFtS: They certainly show that the
average teacher-pupil classroom ratio is reducing.
The member for Gosnells then went on to say
that he believes it is educationally sounder to mix
grade I and grade 11 students-.

I can absolutely assure the member for Gus-
nells that the majority of school principals I know
with whom I have had considerable contact. and
the grade I teachers%. would not agree with that
contention. They would all much rather have a
class of 35 or 36 grade I students than a class of
31) or 32 grade I and grade 11 students. I can
assure the member for Gosnelis that that is the
opinion of the majority of school principals and
grade I teachers.

Mr Pearce: Yost cannot say the majority. Per-
haps sonic of them might.

Mr SHAI.DERS: I amr suire the memiber for
Gosnells woldI find that it would he the majority.
He said thait I was showing my ignorance of these
matters and that he hadt taught for seven years;.
at lot longer than I had. For his information I
will indicate that he has done only half the length
oif service that I have done with the Education
Department. Again, [the member for Gosnells
made tremendous errors in his comments. That
is why 1 have said that the contributions m1ade by
members, of the Opposition have been lamentable.
and it does the service of this House no good fi
memhers to have to listen to such debates andl
a -rguments ast have been puit forward by members
opposite. especially when it can he shown ctearly
that their remiarks are not correct.

In conclusion I wmtld like to repeait that I
support the Buidget. firstly. because it is respon-
sible: secondly. bcaustie it is itnacinaive:. and
thirdly. becauise I ain) certain it is apprecialtd by
the majority of Western Australians %hIo realise-
that this Government is led by a Treasurer whio is

probably one of the most re-sponsible fersons
ever to handle the finances. of this State,

MR WIL.SON 1)ianetla) 15. It) poul1: When
:idttressing himself to the increases in ta~es anid
charges, the member for Ciascoyne said that there
ought to he some iclesance between the setscce
provided and the charges pViid by the comltnits.
Hie wtent on to say that he betieved the puiiblic of
Western Aus~tralia generally \sere happy with the
increases tn charges, and taxes, on that particuflat
basis because they recognised that point.
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The only excuse the member for Gascoyne
would have to believe that to be the case is
either that he has a most unusually fanatically
ideological commitment to his Cause. or that he
is Completely Out Of touch with the people of his
electorate. He certainly Would be out of touch
with the people of my electorate if he continued
to hold that viewpoint on these particular in-
creases.

The real position is that people just cannot
see anty relationship between the services they
arc receiving aind the continually spiralling in-
creases being imposed simply becauise they cannot
be easily related to anything at all.

In relation to other costs which are increasi ng.
people have at particular view, bitt in relation to
the increases in taxes and charges being imposed
by Government departments, they can see no rela-
tionship at all to anything.

Mr Laurance: You would not acknowledge that
these charges go tip once a year whereas the others
go tip continually?

Mr WILSON: I do acknowledge that, and will
make a point about it in at moment.

Increases in electricity charges, water charges,
sewerage rates, and SHC rents are out of all pro-
portion to cost-of-living increases and to wage
increases. If we instance, for example, the re-
cently imposed increases in SH-C rents we can see
qttite easily that the proportion of those increases
-ionicthing averaging over 340 per cent-has no
re..lionship it) any oither increases in costs and
charges.

Mr Laturance: Some months ago one of your
members look me to task when I referred to
in~creases and said that my salary had almost
doubled since I had been in this House.

Mr WILSON: We say that Ihese increases have
more than doubled.-

Mr Laturanee: That is exactly what hats hap-
pened to our salaries.

Mr WIL.SON: The situation is even more con-
fusing because of the fact that these particular
increases :tre most inflationary and are directly
responsibte for Western Atistralia's increased in-
llailion being the highest in the nation.

The view members of the Government take on
this issue is particularly strange when we consider
that on the one hand they are advocaing that
the greatest enemy we have to fight is infla-
tion. while onl the other hand the charges they
inmpose are themselves contributing in a serious
way to the present inflation in Western Aulstralia.
D~o not let us he misled into believing these in-
creases are not budgetary increases meiely he-

cause they were not imposed tinder the Budget.
We are all aware of the fact that they were in-
creased prior to that, btitl they aire the major
reason for Western Australia's inflation increasing
ait a greater rate than that in any other Stale.

Mr lAtUrance: If we did not pass the wage
tncreases we would not have to put the charges ttp.
Is that what you say?

Mr WIL.SON: The worst aspect of this Budget
is the way it affects; the nearly I8 per ccnt of
people who exist on or below the poverty tine
mentioned in the Henderson report. They are the
people who have been contacting me. These in-
creases tn charges and taxes are of concern to
people in the electorates and it is they who have
been contacting me aboutt the increases.

For instance, single pensioners living in bed-
sitt ers have contacted me saying that for the
first time in their lives they have SEC bills of
over S5t). [hey insist that surely there is a
mistake, and suiely someone should cead their
meters again. They cannot helieve they have

utsed that much power to Cause at bill in excess
oif $54).

-they have been more aggrieved by the fact
that the fixed charge-which is really at tax ill
anoiher guise--as gone tip to $6. an increase ot
300) per cent. That is the situation in my elector-
ate. The people on low incomes living in the
barest of accommodation have to paty SEC hills
of over $54). [hey are too scared to t urn on
their hecaters because they are afraid they will
nt he ahle ito paty their bills. The heaters which
have been provided by the Hotsing Commission
use at great deal of electricity. This is the real
,ituation which confronts this sector in the com-
munity. which the Budget proposes to dot nothing
abotit.

Mr F-onkin: Hear, hear!

Mr Laurance: That is not quite right.
are eligible for a 25 per cent rehate.

r'hey

sir WII.SON The 25 per cent rebate has
restrictions in the ternms in which it applies to
peinsioners.

Mr D~avies: People living in bed-sitters aire not
eligible for it.

Mr WILSON: It is all very well for the premier
to say what is being done at this stage, and that
at sonic future time the rates may be raised a
little higher. Trhat is all we hear. Pensioners
are limited In an allowance of f,00t units, which
is virtually nothing. That allowance would run
out in at few weeks in the middle of winter.
Now for those on very low incomes, rents have
been increased by over 30 per cent in one hit.
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Mr O'Connor: Did you say that the rents for
the pensioners have been increased?

Mr WILSON; I am not talking about pen-
sioners now, but about people on low incomes.

Mr O'Connor: Did the member say low incomes
or lower incomes, because people on lower
incomes are not affected?

Mr WILSON: It depends on what is meant
by "lower income". Let me talk about people
on low incomes.

Mr O'Connor: Let us talk about the letter you
sent to me last week. It concerned a family on
a low income.

Mr WILSON: Many people are even worse off.
Mr O'Connor: They would have to be.

Mr WILSON: The Minister has his own idea
of the interpretation of "low income", and it is
different from that which is earned by the people
who have come to me.

Mr O'Connor: But the position is different
when a claim comes from a person with two
cars, a television set, aid a telephone-which
applied to the one I have mentioned.

Mr WILSON: It is unfair- for the Minister to
raise that issue when I do not have the time to
discuss it.

Mr O'Connor: I would be happy if you did
make the time to discuss it.

Mr WILSON: That is the real point at issue.
I believe the Minister recently spoke on radio
in connection with the proposed increases in
Housing Commission rents. He said that all the
people had been advised that they could apply
for rebates, and he said there might be cases
where people could be considered to be wasting
money. It depends on what is meant by wasting
money.

Mr O'Connor: Rent must have a priority.

Mr WILSON: As far as the Minister is concerned,
people on comparatively low incomes have to
have those incomes scrutinised in a much more
demeaning way than other people. It might be
necessary for a family to have two cars because
they are living on the edge of the metropolitan
area and have to depend on two incomes to
survive. However, the incomes of those people
have to be scrutinised, People on higher incomes
are not scrutinised, but if an income is below a
certain level, then it seems to be justifiable to
scrutinise it. It seems that if people have a tele-
vision set or a telephone that is considered to be
wasteful. The other people are entitled to them
because they were born lucky or have a greatei

degree of intelligence or a greater degree of
something else which puts them at an advantage.
Their incomes are not scrutinised in any way.

To get back to the point about rebates, the
Minister and other members of the Government-
by virtue of statements and replies to questions
in Parliament-claimed that a great deal of
money has been expended in allowing for re-
bates. We have asked quest ions, and the replies
indicate the levels at which people receive rebates.
For two-bedroomed accommodation, a rebate ap-
plies when a family income is less than $132.10
a week. How would the Minister like to try
to survive on an income of $132.10 a week, with
a family? The rebate eligibility for three-bed-
roomed accommodation cuts out at $138.10. For
four-bed roomned accommodation, the rebate eligi-
bility cuts out at $145.60.

Let us take a case in point of a man with
five children living in a four-bedroomed Housing
Commission house in IKoondoola. As a result
of the latest increase in wages which has been
granted', his gross income has increased from
$291t a fortnight to $297 a fortnight. He is
just above the eligible rate at which he could
receive a rebate. That man and his family are
living at- a starvation level. He cannot afford
to buy clothes for his children, or for his wife
and himself. He has to depend on handouts. He
cannot afford to use the gas heater because he
is afraid he will not be able to pay the bill.

Mr Nanovich:. How many families are in that
situation?

Mr WILSON: A considerable number of
families are in that situation because their gross
income falls between $145.60 and $160 per
week. If the member for Whitford is not aware
of the situation-

Mr Nanovich: I am aware of it, more than
is the member opposite.

Mr WILSON: I agree that the member oppo-
site might be.

Mr B. T. Burke: Get back into your stable.

Mr Nanovich: How many families are in the
position where they cannot turn on their heaters
or their gas, and who have to huddle together to
get warm?

Mr 13. T. Burke: You understand quarter
horses; what about boling the stable door?

Mr Nanovich: I was not talking to the big
boy opposite.

The SPEAKER: Order!
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Mr WILSON:- I appreciate the point that the
member -makes; he agrees with mne. Many
people are in that siutation. I am glad he
agrees-

Mr Nanovich: No, I do not agree.

Mr WILSON: I am sure that if the member
for Whitford really wanted something done about
the situation-and I also make the same com-
ment about other members on the Government
benches who have interjected-he would take it
up with the Government. Members opposite have
Housing Commission areas in their electorates
and they must be aware of people living in the
circumstances I have outlined. I want to know
what members opposite are doing to represent
their cases to the Minister.

Mr O'Connor: What happened to the motion
you were going to move? Were- you upset be-
cause you could not stir the pot?

Mr WILSON: The Minister thought that was
the case.

Mr O'Connor: Are you denying it?

Mr WILSON: I am not denying it. If I am
trying to stir the pot, it is because I am aware
of cases such as the one I have mentioned. When
I applied for a rebate for this man I was told
he was eligible for a rebate of 25c a week for
each child, after the first two children. So that
man, earning $297 gross a fortnight, on having to
increase his rent payments from $25.50 to $34
in one hit, was entitled to the grand rebate of
75c a week. What a magnanimous gesture on the
part of- the Government to allow that rebate.
Does the Minister not agree that there is some-
thing wrong with a rebate system which puts a
man on that income level at such a disadvantage?
Does the Minister understand what is happening
to that man, his wife, and his five children?

Mr O'Connor: I understand, very well.

Mr WILSON: I am glad the Minister under-
stands.

Mr Tonkin: Do you agree?

Mr WILSON: I hope the understanding of the
Minister will be matched by action, and .1 hope
that other members on the Government side will
approach the Premier in an attempt to have
something done about people in that situation.
If I were to apply to the Minister tomorrow for
a rebate for the man I have mentioned, he would
not be eligible under the present guidelines for
a rebate of any more than 75c a week. Will the
Minister please indicate the truth of that state-
ment?

Mr O'Connor: I would have to check the indi-
vidual involved.

Mr WILSON: The Minister does not have to
check because I have given him the figures. The
figures are based on answers he gave in this
House. I would like the Minister to be honest
and admit that what I have stated is a true situa-
tion-in this great State of excitement.

Mr O'Connor: What do you think the shut-off
point should be?

Mr WILSON: I am in a State of excitement,
but I do not apologise for it. I am speaking on
behalf of the people I represent.

Mr Tonkin: The member for Pilbara repre-
sents only black-top roads.

Mr WILSON: He makes frequent interject ions.

Mr Sodeinan: When 1 stand up, will you keep
quiet?

Mr WILSON: I appreciate that condescending
gesture.

Mr O'Connor: What about those who are
paying $45 or $50 in rent?

Mr WILSON: I am not talking about them.
Mr O'Connor: We are.

Mr WILSON: It is no excuse for the Govern-
ment or the Minister to bring in people in an-
other situation, and at the same time bludgeon
people who are in a worse situation. The Min-
ister is trying to -escape from admitting to the
truth that there are people in Western Australia
living in the circumstances I have outlined. The
Minister is responsible for them, and he is the
one who can take action.

Mr Tonk in: Of course he can.
Mr O'Connor: Rubbish.

Mr WILSON: Does the Minister admit it?
Mr O'Connor: No.

Mr WILSON. Are you the Minister respon-
sible for the Housing Commission?

Mr O'Connor: I am the responsible Minister.

Mr WILSON: Are you not the Minister respon-
sible for the Housing Commission rebates? Are
you not the Minister responsible for the increase
in rents?

Mr B. T. Burke: He is not responsible for
anything.

Mr O'Connor: The member for Balcatta has
been responsible for certain things.

Mr MacKinnon interjected.

Mr WILSON: There are people in Housing
Commission homes in the electorate of the mem-
ber for Murdoch, and they cannot get any
assistance. I would like to believe the member
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for Murdoch has stood up in the party room and
represented the people who are livingl in this sort
of situation.

The SPEAKER: Order! Will the member
resume his seat? I Wouald ask the member for
Dianella to address his remarks to the Chair.
Whilst it is possible for me and the Jionsard
reporter to hear the member on his feet, it is
not possible for many Of as in the Chamber Ito
hear the interjections to which he is replying.

Mr WILSON: I can assure youa, Mr Speaker.
yoaa are not missing anything in not being able
to hear the interjections.

Mr Harnman: They are niostly inane inlerlec-
lions.

Mr B. r. Buarke: What trade-in is the member
opposite offering?

Mr WIL.SON: I am saying the Minister [s
responsible fur the houasing situattin.

Several members interjected.

Paini )/ Ordesr

Mr BIAIKIE: I believe members should not
interject when ahey are not sitting in their own
seats, becauase of the di Iicualties I1atar/ will have.

The SPEAKER: Interjections of ainy kind are
highly disorderly, and interjections by members
who are nut silting in their seals aire certainly
niore disorderly than the rest.

Debate R etum

Mr WI LSON: It is not only at matter of thie
degree of the increases that aire being imposed
btat also of the way in which they are being im-
posed. F-or instance. I am stare it is not at natier
of Wide puablic knowledge that the costs in regard
to connecting electricity ito a home were raiised
in Jualy froan $1It) lo SI 5. Not only wats that
charge increased twit also a new nmeasure was
introduced whereby from that date Once that
arnout, althas beeni p aid it is no loanger se ftanda hle
or Iranosferable. Not a great deal of puabl icily
wats given to that new impost. The SEC charge
for connecting electricity ito a home has been
increased ito SI5 ;and it is no lontger refundable
Oir t ransferable.

I he same kind of trend applies in anoitea
area where Government charges are imposed.
I wats recently contacaed by eonsaiatients in at
paraticuaar part oif miy elect orate regarding I ho
fact thaa they have received drainage rate notices.
They have never before received these notaces:
athis is the first Occasion, and they came out of
ahe blue. One day they received in their letter
boxes for the lirst t iame ever not ices iaing I hemn
for draitiage.

I inquired about this matter in questions to
the Minister and I was informed the department
concerned was entitled to levy these rates Without
any prior notification to the individual People
concerned. The facts are that ahe drainage board
deemed that a particular ratable property came
%ithin flue hounds of a major metropolitan drain,
and simply by the hoard advertising in The
Wesi Au,,,n-,dhn and indici ng the fact in the
Ct, venon', Gaizette., front a P:articula r date that
properly becanie ratable for drainage. It did not
make any difference Ilhat no street drainage was
provided! in all these eases-that, of course. is a
local governmaent m1at ir.

Mr (larko: That happened in Karriaytap dtar--
log the term of the Took in Governamenit.

Mr WILSON: I aol not exctusing the Tonkin
Governament for doing that. I am glad of that
in formuation. The point I make is that I con-
sidcr making the~e imuposts oin people with limited
rictification is :another way of ham mneting people
with increasedt costs aind charges. aend the end
resualt is they become piore :and mlore acceptable
andt people slay,-"That is jutst anlot her incraes
and we have to pay it as we tlo all thbe other
ancreases." It seems to inc it would be proper
if people were made aware of the~c imllposts and
chiares otch muore clearly than they are at the
present lime, and I do not care which Govern.
inent is in office.

Mr Nanovich : How long had they Owned t[lie
property?

Mr WILISON: Sonic of theap for years, and
they had never before received suach at anotice or
any notification athat they were to be rated in
that waly.

MIr Naatovich : It is strange.

Mr WIL.SON: I agree.

The Buadget is a self-satisfied Butdget provided
by at self-satisfied Cove rnnent. 11 is a Iludgd,
the proponents of which keep enipheasising thie
cortiparal ive Prosperity of t his SItate. They mnake
great play of a he fact that Western A tasiiraIi a Ias
the second lotwest percenage of uinemaployed
people. They mna ke g ecat play of thle fa ct t(h;at
the increase in eamploymntat is helter in Western
Australia than in the other Suites.

MIr Sibson : Those are very val id poitN.

NIr WIL.SON : Theliy are %ery consoling to
people like th lincruihx for Htaatbury who has a
good job. biaa they are statistics u'hich are quite
aucaaiiagless attd coin pletely unca ring for the tan-
etiaployed people. the pensaoalers. aindtlIhe low-
i ncolttL ca raers. Any pl ace in the world can he
cinslt ued a o lie a hooau town at :a ny p:at icita ar
linme four 'ontic of the petopie. I d aresa y Bomtibay
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is a hbont town for some of the people who live
there bitt for most of the people who live there
it is aI hell on earth. The same applies to West-
ern Austrarlia. For perhaps 80 per cent of the
people who live in Western Australia this is the
State of excitement the State of the firitire. and
the Slate where everybody is well off. I am
concerned about1 the other 20 per cent.

NIr 1Lautranee: So are we: hutl has% that not
ailway been the ease?

Mr WILSON: If the Government were con-
carned about them it would he doing more for
tlieni in this Budget, and I Imade that point very
clearly when I was speaking rrhmrt housing. How
often do we heair from this Government that it
is the Ciovernnment of enterprise, the Government
o~f businessmen with initiative, push, and drive?
Why does the (;overnrin not tise sonic of that
enterprise, drive, and plush to solve some of
these probleris?

SCeetal niCFeber interjected.

Nir Nanovich: We have :rlwri believed we arFe
the Government for the people.

Mr Sibson: Whati about the 25 per cent conces-
sion [or- pensioners?

,\I; WILSON: Trhe Buidget tries to ignore the
lea1 Iiposertly inl ourl dst Even worse tha~n
that. it is placing gre;rtc. imposts on peopte
M611 hoL~ Icale af[lord them n11I is a;I ridget which
%UsreSses riiaiertrtl progress and the glaimoroii aIs-
peels ot our society, in a wsay which avsoids tlrc
t'iitterlin ansXIiieS Coiicernitr riranly peoiple.

I was;i very pleased to readi~ in this moining's
nexs saper the report of at speech by Sir Plati
H-asluc ieat the ainntil gener-al meeting of thec

a %,Il Pert I Hospit nI. He is not aI person whose
viess s I normali ly approve of. and he certainly
has not mutch synipait ) for thie views of the
Australiain Labor Parrty. hotrlihe is a person ssho
refllects dteeply onl the kind of soiciety we ar-e
living in atl the present time. Sir l':riil Harsliick
said in his speech-

We riced to fitnd ;i re icr faith than i'
espressed by any slogan :mhoii pFLrores.

We neal inteliligenti sceptic is ii fi Aiist rat i;r
todaky. especciall5 inl matiters arising fromt 4111
obseion%4I s ilh nreia~i% %seahth and ouri- fret-
qient clalimsl to p. ogreCs ill this limiited fieldt

-- rgesin 'Irnide and tndrsti-3 andl ill

We t hinr!% nMole a britut otur own local eiiler-
r-riscs or our osS a sectinal. licnilt thin ss\c
think abourt stich remlote qttestions ;is %%' l
sot Iof society ate-c e htiilditig in Aisti-;iliai
Mid ri hat sort1 of1 socict is aI us sd 'oc0e01.

The report goes on to say-

Sir Paul said he ascribed a lot of current
disillusionment and unrest and consequent
anti-social behaviour to) an ill-considered and
half-realised dissatisfaction with the claim to
progress.

This is a Budget which emphasises; material pro-
gress and affluence. it lacks leadership and vision.
It is a Budget which fails ito recognie the needs
of a significant proportion of the State's people.
For them this %ii-calcd State of excitement is a
Mt;d state of afftairs and promises to get worse.

MR H ODGE (Melville) 154 p.ni.l: I intend
to devote niy remarks this afternoon to the opera-
tions of the Department of Labour and lndttstry.
anid in particular to that section of the depart-
nment which is stupposed to police and enforce
indristiri awards aIndl agreenments. I am. pleased
to see the Ni mister has woken from his siesta.
I hope he is refreshed and will listen ito my words.

Mr HltMikie: That is aI provocative remat6.

Mr I-Ol)GE: This Government pays only lip
service to the theory of suipporting trade unkionism:
it pays only lip service to the theory of enforcing
industrial awards. At each election lime the Liberal
Party trots (tit its platform that it believes in
rade uinionism. We do not hear any inure about

it once: the election is passed.

I he con1ilment of this Liherail-Lountry Party'
(iovernment ito the enforemtient of i ndolstnirtl
nisards and agreemntns was cea~rly exposed by
the Minister himself in Parliamient ia few sweeks
ago. 1 asked the NIinksier howv many) industrial
inspectors his Government employed 1(1 enforce
an ards and industrial agreements in this State.
I risked himn how many awards and agreements
tho'e inspectors had ito police. He told me there
were 414 Slte :nwards a~nd ]NO( induitrirrl agree-
riicnts. The work force the Giovernment employs
to enforce those awards is three inspectors-
three inspector's ito enforce nerirly 6111 awards and
agreements river this entire State.,

Nir Sihsrrii: Are you implying they Il have to
he enforced arnd are not being adhecred to!

Mr, HOI)Gl: I asked the Mlinister abrrut the
expecrience of those industrial inspectors. The
niost senior inspector has wotrked n .ith the itepari.
Ilrent forl four year-s. arnther for 101 nonrhs. rind
rirsui er for thiree wveeks. What is the critise of
tIsN t rirnori of inrd t-s iriaI ins;pectors? Why call-
nrot the dept i nincni iloy and keep ex\perienced
inspectors?

fchecked (itl the 1-edera;l lDepnrrtment of
IL'ir tir. It hasles tc- lharn rr t ird of the IIrI,,m ber
of1 -a :rsls Io po l ice that the Stlrrte de~partmni t ..
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and it has nine industrial inspectors. The Federal
department has less than 60 awards to police with
nine inspectors.

Mr Grayden: Ours must work more efficiently.

Mr HODGE: We have three inspectors who
are overworked and whose salary is far below the
level of that of the Federal inspectors. That is
probably the reason we cannot keep experienced
inspectors: they are bogged down with work and
their salary and conditions are far inferior to those
of the Federal inspectors.

In reply to questions I asked, the Minister told
me his inspectors had not once in 12 months
ventured outside the metropolitan area. In the 12
months to the 30th June, 1977, not one State
industrial inspector had been outside the metro-
politan area.

Mr Orayden: They had no occasion to so.

Mr HODGE* What a disgrace that is!
Mr Grayden: There is no occasion for them to

do so.
Mr HODGE: We will come to that. There have

been 20 000 or 30 000 complaints, so obviously
many people are very unhappy.

Mr Grayden: And all have been dealt with satis-
factorily.

Mr HODGE: I asked the Minister how many
places of employment the inspectors had visited
in the metropolitan area, and how many outside
the metropolitan area. The Minister got up and
without even a blush admitted that the inspectors
had not been outside the metropolitan area within
the past 12 months, and that they had visited a
total of 44 place within the metropolitan area.
Three inspectors over a period of 12 months had
managed to visit only 44 places! Is it not highly
unusual for Parliament to pass an Act which
creates an industrial court, with power to make
orders, awards, and industrial agreements, while
the Government makes no effort to provide a
police force of any form to enforce those orders,
awards, and agreements? Who is supposed to en-
force industrial awards and agreements in this
State'? Are those three inspectors required to en-
force all of them?

Mir Grayden: The whole of the department is
there for that purpose.

Mr HODGE: But there are three inspectors who
have the job of enforcing all the awards and agree-
ments in the State. Their task is to go around to
places of employment and to inspect premises to
see whether the relevant award is being complied
with. They have an obligation to check time sheets,
conditions of employment, rest rooms, pay sheets,
and many other aspects. They are not fulfilling

those obligations, and the Government is starving
the department of funds to the extent that it has
only 'three inspectors to cover the entire State,
which has so many awards.

For members opposite to stand up here and
say they have a commitment to trade unionism
and that they believe in law and order, is really
stretching things too far. The Minister announced
with some pride-and I could not understand
his pride-that 26 903 phone inquiries had been
received by his department in respect of wage
rates, annual leave, etc. This gives us. some
inkling of the dissatisfaction within the commu-
nity at the moment. because people do not make
inquiries of a Government department about
rates of pay or conditions of employment unless
they are very unhappy and they suspect that
something is wrong.

The inspectors are so bogged down that they
cannot get out of the office. They must have the
phones glued to their ears to take 26 903 phone
calls in a year. In addition to those 26 903 phone
calls, the inspectors have conducted. 919 personal
interviews within the offices of the department.
They have also answered 55 written inquiries
in respect of award rates, and 14 written in-
quiries about long service leave. It is no wonder
these inspectors cannot get out of the office to
visit places of employment when they have such
a heavy work load. How does the Minister expect
these men to enforce the awards when they are
so bogged down in the office?

Mr Graydenk: For your information the awards
are being enforced, and 'very efficiently.

Mr HODGE: I asked the Minister how many
employers had been prosecuted over the past 12
months for breaches of awards, and the Minister
proudly told me that the glorious total was one.
He also told me that an amount of $19078.12
had been recovered by industrial inspectors over
the same period. I congratulate the department
for that, particularly considering the heavy work
load the inspectors bear. However, that is only
the tip of the iceberg. The workers in this State
are being robbed of hundreds of thousands of
dollhrs by lawless employers.

Mr Grayden: The unions must be at fault, be-
cause the employee can go to either the union
or the department.

Mr HODGE: The Minister cannot escape his
responsibility. This Parliament passed a-law, and
the Minister has not provided the department
with sufficient inspectors to enforce that law. The
trade unions have not the facilities or the re-
sources properly to enforce this law. It is the
responsibility of the Government to provide
people to enforce the laws passed by Parliament.
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Mr Grayden: You give one instance in which
action has not been taken. Do you know of any
breach which has been reported and in respect
of which there has been no action? Of course
you don't.

Mr H-ODGE: The officers of the Minister's
department should go out and find where the
alleged breaches of awards are taking place.

Mr Grayden: D~o you expect them to visit
every place of employment?

Mr H-ODGE: I did not say they should visit
every place, but at the moment their work load
is so great they cannot visit any.

Mr Laurance. What is the case with the Fed-
eral department?

Mr HODGE: Perhaps the Minister could start
by trying to equal the staff available in the Fed-
eral department. That department has at least
nine officers to enforce 60 awards, and its inspec-
tors do reasonably well. I know for a fact that
they visit country and regional centres Several
times a year.

I was a union official for a number of years.
I was employed by the Liquor and Allied Indus-
trids Union, which was very active in respect of
enforcing its awards. That union frequently went
to the Industrial Commission to prosecute em-
ployers for breaches of awards. From the 7th
November, 1974, to the 30tb June this year, that
union recovered an amount of 384 337.66 through
the Industrial Commission in respect of the un-
derpayment of wages. Once again, that is only
the tip of the iceberg because the union has only
limited financial resources.

Mr Grayden: Why do you think imembers of
trade unions pay fees?

Mr HODGE: is the Minister denying that the
Government has a responsibility to provide the
finance in this area?

Mr Grayden: Not at all. The unions should
pay for it.

Mr HODGE: The unions accept their share of
the responsibility; why does not the Minister.
accept his share?

The SPEAKER: Order! There is far too much
background conservation. I ask members to re-
duce the level of their conversation.

Mr HODGE: I believe the three inspector'
currently employed by the Department of Labour
and Industry are there only as a gesture. The
Government is not really serious about the en-
forcement of industrial awards and agreements.
It is not really serious about preventing workers
being underpaid or preventing the breach of

awards. If it were serious about those matters
it would at least double or treble the number of
inspectors employed by the department.

Mr Grayden: That is absolute nonsense.
Mr Laurance: These matters are largely self-

policing.
Mr H-ODGE: We have seen how keen the Gov-

ernment is to amend this Act at Various times.
The other night we saw amendments to section
98A of the Act discussed in this place. The Gov-
ernment is keen to bring in those sorts of amend-
ments which put the boots into the unions. It
is keen to take punitive action against the unions
and to give the Attorney-General the power to
apply for the cancellation of an award or
dispute the granting of awards. The Government-
is very efficient in respect of introducing that
type of legislation.

However, what about a bit of legislation to re-
duce industrial lawlessness' which is resulting in
hundreds of thousands of dollars being robbed
f rom workers?

Mr Laurance interjected.
Mr HODGE: I was a union official for six

years, and I have already given an example of
the type of money my union recovered. In a
matter of only two or three years, one union
alone recovered over $84 000 in underpayments.

Mr Grayden: Give us a case.

Mr HODGE: 1 will give the Minister some
examples of amendments I believe should be made
to the Industrial Arbitration Act which would
have the effect of soothing the industrial situation
rather than inflaming it, as the Minister appar-
ently seeks to do. For example, section 135 of
the Industrial Arbitiratidn Act could be amended
with good effect. It deals with employers who
dismiss workers for taking an active role in
their union, or for seeking award conditions
which have been laid down by the industrial
Commission.

As a union official, I was personally involved
in two cases where employers were prosecuted for
dismissing workers who demanded award wages.
In both cases, my union was successful, and the
employers were convicted.

Mr Laurance: What happened to the employee
in those cases?

Mr HODGE: I will come to that in a minute.
The magistrate convicted the employers, but when
is came to imposing a penalty, he found that the
maximum allowed was $100. In other cases in-
volving only minor breaches of awards, magis-
trates are authorised to impose fines of up to
$1 000.
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Mr Grayden: How often does that occur?

Mr HODGE: I admit it does not Occur very
often. However, it is at the magistrate's discretion.
In a serious case such as this where workers have
lost (heir livelihood, and have been dismissed
simply because they demanded to he given what
they were entitled by law to receive, the magis-
Irate could fine the employers a maxtnum of only
S100. Of course, nigistt-ates tire very reluctant
to fine anyone the maximum if it is a first offence,
and on both occasions the employers got away
with a fine of only $50.

Mr l~Atitance: Did the employees get their jobs
hack'?

Mr. HODGE: That is a sore point.
Mr Laurance: It is a sore poini with you.

Mr HODGE: No, for the employees who have
lost their johs.

Mr Laurance: Probably there was at breakdown
of relations somewhere. Surely the employer has
the right to say who will work for him.

Mr HODGE: Yes, t believe he should have
that right. However, I am talking about a breach
of section 13$ of the Act. In both eases, the
workers did not get their jobs back because the
magistrate in looking further at the Act found he
had no power ito order reinstatement.

Mr Laurance: L~et uts he practical: That would
never work, anyway. How would those people
be expected to work harmoniously together again?

Mr HODGE: If sttch a provision were con-
tained in the Act, it would then be up to the
discretion of the magistrate. If he believed it
could work, he could order reinstatement. I
suggest to the Minister this is one positive step
towards improved indtustrial relations which he
could make. A Maximum fine of $100 for a
serious breach oif the Act is totally unacceptable.

Another improvement the Minister could make
Would be to attempt to have some sort of uni-
formity between the rulings of industrial magis-
trates and the penalties they impose. When
employers go before magistrates in the Industrial
Court-where quite often they have different
magistrtes each week-we find that different
magistrates impose different levels of fines or
penalties for similar offences.

I was once involved in a case where an em-
ployee who worked for a big city hotel was
underpaid $300. The magistrate took the atti-
tude that because the employer faced the pay-
ment of a large amount of money-namely,
$300--he would not impose a fine but Simply a

caution. Thai employer was caught qutite deliber-
aly committing an offence and was convicted.

Te magistrate obviously believed the offence was
deliberate, otherwise the employer Wotild not have
been convicted. However, he was not penalised
in ainy way.

Mr Grayden: It may have been done in error.

Mr HODGE: No, it was not done in error:
it was a deliberate offence, the end result of
whkch was that the employer was not fined hut
merey had to pay what he should have paid
in the first place.

Another case in which I was involved con-
cerned a breach of the award by at big city depart-
ment store. The store was convicted of not
keeping proper records, and was fined $5.

Mr Crayden: That would have been in error.

Mr HODGE: It was not in error. It involved
an offence committed by at major chain store.

Mr Laurance: Providing enormous employment.

Mr HODGE: There must be some uniformity
in these fines and penalties. It is not good to)
have one person fined $500 for a relatively trivial
cifence and another let off with a caution for a
quite serious breach of the Act.

Mr Grayden: You are not taking into con-
sideration the individual circumstances of each
case.

Mr HODGE: Yes, I am. I am suggesting the
magistrates are not adopting a uniform code of
penalties in the Industrial Magistrates Court, and
I believe the Act should be amended to provide
adequate guidelines on which the magistrates can
base their decisions.

Another constructive amendment of the Act
would be to permit unions to take action to
recover underpayment and back wages for a
period longer than 12 months. As the Act
presently stands, unions are restricted to going
back only 12 months. I know personally of many
workers who have lost a great deal of money
because of this quite unnecessary restriction in
the Act, and I believe this would be a construc-
tive -amendment. If there is a good reason for
stipulating a period of 12 months, I should like
to hear from the Minister.

Finally, I believe the Minister should give
seriouts consideration to increasing the nttmber
of inspectors in his department from the present
token level, to perhaps eight or even 10 in-
dustrial inspectors. The Government should make
a serious attempt to ensure industrial awards and
agreements are adhered to, but at present it is
making only a token effort in this area.
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Mr Sibson: Have you spoken to the three in-
spectors?

Mr H-ODGE: I believe the Minister should
take this matter tip with the Premier so) that
the departmnent had at least enough industrial
inspectors to make periodic visits to places of
employment to ensure conditions were being
observed.

Mr Laurance: Whatl 1boUt having all inspectors.
and no workers?

Mr HODCE: It may interest the member for
(ias&oyue to know that[ an industrial inspector
has not visited his electorate in the last 12 months.
I imagine it would be in the interest of his con-
suituenis to have their awards and conditions en-
forced by :an industrial inspector.

Mr Lamince: Trhe only complaint regarding
unionism I have had from my constitulents is ot
at fellow coining in there ;and forcing themn all
ito sign tip against their wishes.

Mr HODGE: I amn not talking necessarily about
tUnionlisml. 1 -am talking about Ails of Narlia-

nn and orders of the court which are not being
enforced. I urge the Minister for Labour ;and
Industry to give serious thoti01ght to the amnend-
merits I have suggested and to take the matter
tip with the Premier for further ftinds to enable
hint to enmptoy a realistic ntumber of industrial
in!rpcctors so that in the future when he talks
abotut Law and order and indtmstri:il lawtessness it
will not be jtist lip service ;and he will be ap-
proaching the matter from an even-handed
position.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Sibson.

Iiouse adjouned ta 6.01 pan.

QU1J'S1ONS ON NOTI1CE

PIRE-PRIMARY AND l'RE-SCHOOI.
CtENTR ES

Alnmujlarwr,' Slhirt,

884. Mr HEiRZFELD, to te Minister for tiduca-
tion:

(1) How many children are ctrrently
enrolled ait each of the community based
pre-schools ;affiliated with the Pre-Sehool
Board or pre-primary centres within the
Shire of Mundaring that are-

(-a) ive years old;

o four years old or votanger?!

(2j Would he provide the current estimated
number of children within the Mtandar-
ing Shire aged-
1a) five years;

{bt four years:

,c) three Years,?

131 (-a) Whatt additional pre-school or pre-
primary places will be provided for
1978 within the Mainttaring Shire:
-aid

ibi where will they be- located?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
1Ii (a) 286,

(b) 39.

(21 Ju1ne 1976 ceO5LI5 estintateCs foir the Shire
Of Muindaring aire as follows:-
(aI) 383 five-year-aids

(h) 340 four-yearf-olds

(c) 399 three-year-alds.

(3) 4a0 Pre-primary places for 541 five-year-
otds will he provided in 197H.

(hi Glen Forrest primtary school.

HIGH SCHOOL

Girruseien

8895. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Works:

(It Can he confirm that the proposed coml-
pletion dote for stage 5 of the (iirra-
wheen Senior High School is May 1979?

2? If -Yes', is he aware that the inavail-
ability of the four science rooms involved
is possibly going to create an accommo-
dation problem !and inconvenience to the
school in term I of 1978?

(3) Is he willing to investigate the situation
with a view to expediting the construc-
tion timetable in line with the (iovern-
ment's special works programme.
referred to in the Butdget?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

4 11 Yes.

(2) Yes. However, if ditlictilties OCeCir, it is
usual.1 to make alternative arrangemients.

(3) The matter has already been investigated
and the contractor has undertaken to
make every effort to complete the project
.ahead of schedule.
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ABORIGINES

Lockridge
886. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Com-

munity Welfare:
{(I) Has he received a letter from the

Federal Minister for Aboriginal Affairs
urging the State Government to increase
the efforts being made to improve the
situation of the Aborigines at the Lock-
ridge camp?

(2) If "Yes' does the State Government in-
tend to increase these efforts and if so,
how?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) A letter was received concerning the

broader problems of homeless Aborigines,
with particular reference to the Swan
Valley area.

(2) A report will be tabled shortly outlining
the situation and indicating the course
of adion proposed.

THEFTS

Convictions and Restu don Orders

887.. Mr WILSON, to the Minister representing
the Attorney-General:

(1) Can the Minister confirm that in cases
brought before the District Court where
employees are convicted of theft from
their employers, the court has no power
to order restitution?

(2) is the Minister aware of a case brought
before the District Court in July 1977 in
which a former employee who was con-
victed of stealing $2 444.37, from his
employer, was allowed off on a three-
year bond of $1 000?

(3) is the Minister further aware that such
an offender is able to pay the bond
required from the stolen proceeds and
still profit from his crime?

(4) Can the Minister say how many such
cases involving convictions without orders
for restitution have been handed down
by the court in the last 12 months?

(5) Is the Government concerned about this
particular anomaly and has any con-
sideration been given to rectifying the
situation?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) No. Power exists under section 719 of the

Criminal Code.

(2) Yes. The sum was $2 494.37. The em-
ployer made no application for restitu-
tion.

(3) No. No payment is required while the
person concerned remains of good be-
haviour. All the evidence indicated the
accused was without ready funds.

(4) There have been seven in about half of
which imprisonment has- b~en imposed,
which normally precludes restitution. In
the majority of cases restitution is made
voluntarily before the offender comes
before the court. in only one case was
restitution sought and the application
was unsuccessful.

(5) No. A mple powe r exists if the appl ica tion
for compensation or restitution is made
by the person who has suffered the loss.

ALCOA PINJARRA REFINERY

Water Supplies

888. Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for Indus-
trial Development:

With respect to that area of land
occupied by the Alcoa Refinery at Pin-
jarra:
(1) Does the plant draw industrial

water from the aquifers?
(2) If "Yes", are bores and wells within

the confines of the plant as well as
those on adjacent properties, moni-
tored?

(3) Whether "Yes" or "No" to (1) and
(2), is he aware that wells on some
adjacent properties are said to be
dry for the first time within living
memory?

(4) If he is unaware of such reports,
will he investigate?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) and (2) Yes.

(3) No.

(4) The matter is under investigation in
that the company has for some years
undertaken an extensive monitoring
programme utilising bores both in-
side and outside the refinery site.
The results are reviewed by an inter-
departmental committee, which in-
cludes the Geological Survey of the
Mines Department and the Public
Works Department.
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WATER SUPPLIES
Jandakot Waler Reserv'e Area

889. Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for Water
Supplies:

With respect to that land declared as
the Jandakot water reserve area:
(1) What distance is the border of the

Hope Valley Road Alcoa red mud
lake from the border of the water
reserve?

(2) What distance is the proposed
Spectacle Swamp red mud lake area
from the nearest point of the water
reserve?

(3) As the possibility always must exist
of leakage of caustic from these
mud lake areas, has the possibility
of contamination of the water
reserve area been considered?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) 120 metres.
(2) 80 metres.
(3) Yes. Such red mud lakes are con-

structed to approved standards,
including a system of wells which
are monitored for signs of leakage.

-RENTAL ACCOMMODATION
Rent Rebate

890. Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for Housing:

Upon a tenant who is the sole bread-
winner of the family becoming unem-
ployed and applying that day for rental
rebate, has the State Housing Commis-
sion established any period of time that
such a tenant would need to wait before
becoming eligible for such rebate?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
A rebate, retrospective to dale of unem-
ployment, is granted on information of
unemployment benefit being granted.

RENTAL ACCOMMODATION
Tenancy Files

891, Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for Housing:
Does a person, whose application for
State Housing Commission assistance has
been accepted, and does a person who
is a tenant of the State Housing Com-
mission, possess the right to view the
application or tenancy file in his name?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
No. The comrmission has consistently
treated its files as confidential.

892. This question was postponed.

CONSTITUTION ACTS AMENDMENT
BILL

Reasons and Effects

893. Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:
Relevant to his second reading speech
on the Constitution Acts Amendment
Bill;

(1) What are each of the matters arising
out of interpretations of section 46
to which he refers?

(2) How many and what Acts have
been invalidated by reason of them
being in breach of section 46 and
in each case which subsection was
breached?

(3) At this moment how many and what
Acts are under challenge or in
jeopardy of challenge because of a
breach of section 46, and in each
case which subsection is said to have
been breached or is it thought may
have been breached?

(4) What amendments does the Gov-
ernment intend to seek to Standing
Orders by way of "complementary
measure"?

(5) Would the Government accept an
amendment to this Bill requiring it
to be submitted to the people by
way of referendum; if not, why?

(6) Has the Government sought a
mandate from the people for this
amendment to this State's Constitu-
tion?

(7) If "Yes" to (6), when and by what
means?

(8) If "No" to (6), why?

(9) Since it is now the Government's
policy to preclude challenges of
Statutes "perhaps years later on the
grounds of a technical infringe-
ment", is it the Government's inten-
tion to legislate to bar challenges
of Statutes and regulations generally
after the efluxion of a prescribed
space of time?

(10) In what way will the measure faci-
litate the business of both Houses
of Parliament?

(11) What present inhibitions are sought
to be removed?
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(12i Will he Supply de~ta.il% of the im-
balance which he saidt can be genec-
ruled between the Iwo llouses as% to
work load?

Sir CI-ARIYS COURT replied:

I ) The matters referred to are niatters
which involve the characterisation
of a particular Hill or a propose((
amiendmet to a Hill or any vote
or resolution for the purpose oif
ensuring compliance with the pro-
visions of sctlion 46.

(2) and (3) I urni not aware that -.ny
Act is tinder challenge or has been
invalidated hy reason of noncom-
pliance* with section 46. As I have
already said. one of the purposes
of this measure is to ensure that
such a thing cannot happen.

(4 In addition to the muttecrs menitioned
in the second reading speech con-
sideration is being given ito the
possible eta rilication of subsection
(31 of section 46.

(5) No. As 1 have already said, the
object of this Hill fulls within a smaiill
compass. 1t miay he described as
a housekeeping meaC.sure designed ito
clarify the requirenients and effect
of section 46 and to facilitate comn-
pliance by the Parliament with thone
reqUireiiients and at the samec time
to put beyond doubt the proposition
that the Parliament is the master of
its own procedures.

(6t Not expressly.
(7) Not applicable.
(N) See answer to (5). The mialer is

not Of suifficient imiportance to war-
rantl seeking an express nmandate.

(9) N o.
i10) and (Il) The measure together

with amiendmients to the Standing
Orders will lessen the area of un-
certainty presently surrounding the
charactcrisamtion Of money Bills and
thereby enable miore hilts ito Origin-
.tte in the Legislative Coutncil,

(12) The member is referred ito a study
oif the record of the proceedings of
each House in the early weeks of a
.ession.

ROAD TRAFFIC AUTHORITY

Wile's 1ill and Ovrtle

894. Mr T. H. JONFS. to lte Minister for
Police and Tratlic:

Will he advise-

(a t lie annual %,-age bill for traffic
patrolmen in Western Australia;

4 bi the average amout paid per month
for overtime to patrolmen since lte
Road Truffle Athority was first
esablished:

(c the an nualI wage bill for ad rnin-
istrative staff attachedt to the Road
Traffic Authority;

tt) the averave amromuill Paid for over-
time per month toi aitmi nbarative
staff?

Mr O'NEII. replied:

(at 1976-77 $6959616
ti $64 659

(ci1 1976-77 Administrative
Clerical, cross-
walk attend-
aLnts and
o~thers

69 462

4307918

$4 377 380
(d) Administraive-Nil

Clericat. crosswalk attendants, and
others-SI 13$

ROAD TRAFFIC' AUTHORITY

Me fur Vehiides. Moor 'yle., tud Eqipmienut

895. Mr T. H. JONEFS. ito the Minister for Police
:ind Trallic:

(1) Will he advise the number of motor
vehicles and motorbikes which have
been purchaseil by the Road Tratlic;
Authority and the coists involved?

(2P Will he als41 advise the total :imount
spent on lte puorchase of other equip-
ment and incidentals since the Road
Traffic Authority was ftrst established?

Mr O'NFII. replied:

(It Nuiber-2$6:,
Cost-1992 4201:
Cost cloes not reflect value (if replacet
vehicles sold.

i2) Trallic equipmnin-52320tIS.
Vehicle equipment $85 023.

POI.ICF

lOrng .Wjuuel

X%. Mr T. H. tONE.S. to the Minister for Police
.,,I Traffic:

Will he ple,?se advise the classiticalions
oif members of the drug squad in West-
erni AmiitIalia?
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Mr O'NFII. replied:

One inspector:

One detective sergeant lurst class:

Fouir deteciive sergeaints third clas;

Eleven detectives.

POLICE

lfirising

X97. Mr T. I-1. JONE-S. to the Minister for Police
land Ii ilit:

since the Road ratl,1ic Athority wats
established will he pleaise adtvise the
hotmes puirchased or construtcted (or
members of the Police Force 'excluiding
Road Trultic Authority personnel I costs
involved antId towns ilso involvel?

Mr O'NFIl replied:

Houising for the otlicer in char-ge of a
police Mtation is suipplied by the deparit-
uncunt. Houising for other personnel
aippointed to country aireais is provided
by the Government l-mnployees' Housing
Authority.

Since the loraltion of the Road Trallie
Autho11rity on the 1st Jkauary. 1975. the
following instituitional quarers haive been
provided by the Police Departnent-

Tokwn

Fuc0:1
Katbarri
Jurien May

Approxiinwne C'ost

35400
300t00t
3tt(tmt.

Town Numerii

Wiltint-I Single Qumarters.
Kalgoorlie-3 Married Quairters.

4 Single Qui~arters
Laiverton-3 Mairried Quarters.
Derhy-2 Married Qua~rters.
Northan-3 Mairried Quarters.
Merredin-3 Married Quatrters.
Narrogink-3 Married Quarters.
Kntanning-t Married Quartlers.
Roetsourne-2 Maried Quarters.
Wickhm-l Married Qmarters.
Exnuaih-t Married Qumarter-s.
Goeradton-3 Married Quatelrs.

I Single Qtiairtlcrs.
Fitzroy Crossing-I Married Quatrters.
Broone-? Married Qttlrters.
Mt Warker-I Married Quarters.
Rtivenksthorpe-2 Married Qtirers.
York-t Married Quarers.
I sonora-I Married Qumarters
Esperance-i MaLrriedl Quarters.
Pinjairra-t Marriet Qtmarters.
HuISselon-2 Married Quatrters.
Hairvey-I Married Quarters.
Collie-I Married Qmarers.
Cianarvon-t Marriet Quatrters.
Norsemazn-l Single Quarters.

As the houises are provided by the Giov-
erniticut Em ployees* Hou~sing Auithority.
the Police Deprtmentl is unmable to
uMmlin:ite the cost involved.

liV8. T"is gin' tfP1n suns ;n0m.1:pnurd.

Hotising provided hy the (hivernitu
Employees' Houising Athority is suibject
of ain allocatlion of Treasury fuinds ito
I hat1 atithorit y to providte jiccoIII o dla iota
in couintry areas for emiployees of Al
GovernIent depatments

Since the 1%1 lone. 1975. thie following
aicconind,tiion has been suppliedi to thie
Police lDepartru1ent-

'rown Numlber

Albainy--3 Married Quartlers.
I Single Quarters.

Willims-I K1i at-ned Quarters.

Wu~ndowic--- I Married Quartlers.

lMulwaillin a -- I Married Quarters.

ManjiMuIP -1 Mariried Quarters.
1tin tisiry -7 Matrrie~d QuaIrters.
Port liedland-2 Mairried Quarters.

3 Single Liu:ir-ters.
IC itham-3 Ni ;i-ried Quarte1crs.

ROAD TRAFFIC AUTHORITY

l11it igi

899). Mr 'I. WL JONES, it) the Minister For Police,
ail hat-1ile:

Since the Road TrAttie Athority wats
ctab1tisled will hie akdvise-

(ti Ihere the authority hais puirchased
or built. homes for Roatt lrallie
Ailihunt y pa rolmeit ml br ad m in-
istrative stailf:

M te individual ~osts involved; land

gl the towns involved?

Mr CYNFII. replied:

till Ito let Since estilishmeni. the
following housesC hatve been atlloctest
to the Roadt rAlic Au~tturity by the
Government Emiployees' HOLising
Au~thority, which consitucts or
puirchases; hotiss fur the authority.
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All houses are occupied by traffic
patrolmen, with the exception of
one house, at South Hedland, occu-
pied by a civilian examiner.

Costs are not readily available and
would have to be obtained from the
Government Employees' Housing
Authority.

GEHA PROPERTIES ALLOCATED TO RTA AS OF THE
30TH SEPTEMBER, 1977

Lot House Address

Icatoomnbs
Forrest
Richardson
Dixon
Herbert
Armstrong
Gale
Steere
Eloura
King
Coyder
Church
Olympian
Cyre HiFhway
Chapman
Chapman
Hamerstey
Mark
Calvin
McDonald
Moss
Pa..on
Silver Gimlet
Beach
Charles
Forrast
Mather
Boundary
O'Connor
Hovet/Grphide
Bus11l Highwvay
Main street
C rowdem
o rowden
Drummond
McPherson
Prater
Margaret Street
Fox
Hough
Locke
Goodliffe
Goodliffe
Good liffe
Doctors Street
N.W. Highway
Seence
Arthur
Richa rdson/G rouse

Town

South-west
Albany... ..
Boyue p rook..
Br.o0kio .
Su n b u ry 

. .Bunbury ..
Busuclton
Dusseton ..
Collie
Collie
Coolgardic ..
Corrigin ..
Doagara
Espera ne
Eucla..... ....
Ceraldton ..
Ceralditon
Geraldton ..
Geradticn ..
Harvey.
Kalgoorlie ..
Kalgoorlie
Kalgoorlie
Kamnbalda
ittanning

Kataniting
Kellerbrrin
Lake Grace
Mandurah ..
Manjimup
Manjamup
Mararet River
Meeitkatherra
Mieredin ..
Merredin
Moore
Monte
Mora.
Mount Barker
Narrogin
Narrogin
Narrogin ..
Norseman ..
Norseman
Norsemen ..
Northamn
Northampton ..
Ravensthorpe
Watn n.
Willims

North-wes
Broome... ..
Carnarvon _.
Carnarvon ..
Carnarvon ..
Carnarvon
E.mouih
Exmouth ..
Icarratha
Karratha
Karratha ..
Karratha ..
Karratha ..
Leonora
Mi. Magnet ..
Port Hedland ..
Port Heditand!
South Hedland
South Hedland
South Hedland
South Hedlond

60
170

29
201
Is
Is

52
511
47
75

lBS

8
19

190

2596
2151
1119

a
73
28

244
4
2

132

329
265
294

56
55

403

25
47
34

520
522
507

24
14

220
269

Is

705
194
59
Be

750
8 12766

1397
76

142
1402

a
307
1829105

1899
3056
3158
3214

HAMERSLEY IRON COMPANY

'Pendennis Castle" Locomotive
902. Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister representing

the Minister for Transport:
(1) Has Hamersicy Iron Company purchased

an the United Kingdom a steam loco-
motive, the Pendennis Castle?

(2) If "Yes"-
(a) will this locomnotive be for display;

or
(b) will the locomotive run on Hamer-

sley's rail system; if not
(c) where will the locomotive operate?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) Yes.

(b) and (c) It is understood the com-
pany is co-operating with the Pit-
bara Railway Historical Society in
this venture and have given permis-
sion for the locomotive to run on
their rail system.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY MEMBERS

"M.P." suffix
903. Mr HASSELL, to the Speaker:

As this Chamber is in Western Australia
the historical successor of the House of
Commons (in terms of its being the
popular House having the ultimate fin-
ancial control in the State), will the
Speaker advise Members whether they
are entitled to assume the title "Member
of Parliament" and its abbreviation
"M.P.", and if the answer is "No", or
is qualified, why it is that Members of
the House of Representatives have, or
claim to have, a superior right in this
matter?

The SPEAKER replied:
The title "Member of the Legislative
Assembly" and its abbreviation "MLA"
has been used in connection with mem-
hers of this House since its establishment
on responsible Government in 1890.
Whilst I see no bar to the adoption of
the title "Member of Parliament" and
its abbreviation "M.P." by the members
of this House, the long-standing nature
of the present practice would indicatt
that the correct way to bring about any
alteration would be for this House to
pass a resolution to that effect.

1948
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16
7

Fiat 8

48

Guy-Pembroke
Carrol
Morgan
Morgan
Morgan
Nimn.t
Sargent
Andover
Nelson
Welland
Withnietl
Nelson
Owalia
Attwood
Kingsmill
Moseley
Roberts
Hollings
Mitchuia
Somerset

900 and 90!. These questions were postponed.
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For the member's information the posi-
tion in some other Parliaments is as
follows--

in South Australia lower house mem-
bers use "..

in Victoria tower house members use
.,M.-P.,,

in New South Waits lower house
members use "M.P."

in Tasmania lower house members use

in the Northern Territory the members
use "M.L.A."

in Queensland the -members use

in New Zealand members use "..
and in Papua New Guinea members use

POLICE

Drug Off ences and Traffiocking
)04. Mr BLAlKIE, to the Minister representing

the Attorney-General:-

(1) Since 1st January, 1977, how many
persons have been convicted for drug
offences?

(2) During the same period, how many cases
are pending, i.e- awaiting trial?

(3) Can the Minister advise whether there
has been any significant increases over
recent years of persons who have been
apprehended for-
(a) illegal drug usage;
(b) drug trafficking,
by comparison with 1977?

(4) Has there been any significant increase
in detection of hard drugs, i.e., heroin1
cocaine, etc., during 1977, and if so, to
what extent?

(5) Will the Minister provide--
(a) details of the occasions when per-

.sons were released on bail or surety;
(b) the amounts involved; and
(c) the occasions when bail and surety

were estreated since 30th June,
1976?

(6) Since 30th June, 1976, has the Crown
Law Department appealed against sen-
tences imposed on drug offenders, and
if so, would the Minister give details and
resullts. Of appeal1?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) 735.
(2) 31.
(3) (a) Illegal drug usage:

apprehensions
1974-75 752
1975-76 1121
1976-77 855

(b) Drug trafficking:
apprehensions

1974-75 .58
1975-76 73
1976-77 104

(4) Persons charged with hard drug
offences-

charges
1974-75 59
1975-76 44
1976-77 61
1-7-77-6-10-77 6

(5) Details not readily available. Consider-
able research would be required to ascer-
tain this information.

(6) Yes, one appeal against severity of sen-
tence imposed by a magistrate. Decision
not yet given.

REEF PRODUCERS
Federal Financial Assistance

905. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Agricul-
tare:

Has he received advice of additional
assistance to beef producers recently an-
nounced by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, and if so, would he provide details?

Mr OLD replied:
I have received no further advice from
the Commonwealth Government concern-
ing this matter. When I do so, I shall
make a public statement providing rele-
vant details.

POLICE
Autgusta Quarters

906. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Police
and Traffic:

Will he advise when police quarters are
to be erected at Augusta?

Mr O'N El replied:
It is not possible to advise when a house
will he provided. At present the need
is not justified. However, the matter is
being kept under review.
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BUILDINCG Hl.O('KS

Assgiiua. Vl.iimonrgh. atul GmcorhuII'll

907. Mr LtlAIKIi, to the Minister for Lands:
41) When does the Lands Departiment intend

further subdivision of resitent ml kand
for sale atI-

Ia Aiotgusta,

(b1 lDunshorough;

40 Ciracetown?

421 How mnfy lots would be availahie iii
each locaility'?

13i Would the department cnsure that in
these are~as intending purchasersi would
he limited to it single lot?

M r

( I)

Ridge (for Mrs CRAI(;t replied:

fat A design of subldivision has been
prepared and costs of services are
heing ascertained. Fitrt her act ion
will depenld nopon butdgeting consider-
aitions. The department is atware of
the denand.

thi A suilidivision has Seen prepared hut
there aire seriouis drainage problems
it) 52z resolved. The cost of services
has not yet been sotight hutl it is
anticipated these could be high.
Decision depends upon technical
and Budget assessments.

(c) Not in tile foreseeahle future.

121 Autgusta 27:
Dunshoirough (i) (:approximuately);
(iracetown not known.

13) Yes, if thie legatl sit nation will permit.

WATER SUPPIES

A dd/iiul Dion ill W'Ulngirpu Atrea

9t$Mr T. H. JONES. to thle Minister for

Water Supplies:

It View oif thle salinity Probilenms in thie
Well1inglurn Dan catlihment area. :nld Also
I lite depentecnce oii the Well igton ID):m to)
mleet tile neveds of tile area schemec what
plans% are being colliidered for thle Culli-

stitttiuin tf antothier %vcir or clani (to
service thle ;trct covered by the schemie?

M r O'CONNOR replied:

The needs ;ItlI Protblems olf tilt (Orcait
Suit hero Water Suipply Selicim :along
with water supplies throuighout the State.
arc reviewed continually ito L'nsite s;itis-
factory suipplies :ireit ni ained.

While there are no plans to cofl'driict a
dlam to sei vice the irea presently supplied
fromn Wellington Darn, the currentl .sttios
(if Wellington Damt catchment include: an
eVul oat lion oif the potentIial -.antl need ito
build neCwwlestrgs

RURAL l'RAIERS (O-OI'FRATIVF lTFD.

(f)l .1ulen/n)It/t Fin)l At Atom 7'c

9109. Mr 1-1. 1). EVANS, to the rFreasiirer;

11 111I the past rotor years dtid Rural 'TradeJrs
Co-opecrative Ltd. approach the ( overn-
mtoit for fin;ainc ial a; isa ce!

i21 IF 'Yc',,-

'I) for whit tillpoqe did Ro ral I hLI S
(o-opel;Iive seek financvial backing:

thI whatL arnlnt itOf fi nlIice di TWIC
seek;

ics if the C ioveranient r ejectedtfthe
approach olf RTC, whal were its
rc isolis 1for %ject ini INtlv req niest?

Sir CHARlES (COLJRT replied:

(Il Yes.

2 1-1 it) to cifIn general lei-fill.tfie reqlus
did not comply with (tie Govern-
menils guidelines for assistance. I
ktin not preparied ito elaborate further
hiecaiit%e io tin) so it Woulld Kb e tces-
suiry to iVulg inforniation which
is regarded ais strictly coniiidcfiial
hetI%een departmentils aInd the Comn-
pany cuicerned. As the memiber
wold appreciate. colopiis seeking
Issisitane arct reqtuired to make

ccii ai n info rm, ii on ava ilabhle which
ltey C~pec ql~ile r'igl.Iy to he kept
conhI ieoil int1.

L.AND)

910I. Mr It. 1). FVANS. I) theC Minister for

III WI (Ire f 1:1t I(IC dostheCo'crue
propose it) Irelea;se in filhe t :pc ratte and
Ha ienst It1 irtlC Shil.'a cas

t21 Wheni is it espected this land will he

131 *a 1) l1:ts tile Fits iroatnk'ntal Pl'tsetiout
A utthor ity ijce tre II ired tI() Iept irt'
oit the possNible lfecis olf thle release~
oll this lad

11950
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tb' if so, will she tabile a copy oif the
Environmentail Protect inn Athority
report:

ciif "No" ito tai. will she ensuire this
is undertaken"

Mr Ridge (for Mrs C'RAIGit replied:

Ib Esperance Shire. 62 000 heetaLres.
Ravensihorpe Shire. 28l nM) hectares.

t2j As soon ais possible after surveys have
been completed.

(3 (a) to ici Each :irei was referred to
the Enivironmiental Protection Aolhority
which has sainciiored the release in
writing.

S'FATE E-NEiRGY COMMISSION

FM'('d Charge'

911. Mr H. 13. EVANS. to the Minister for
Fuel and E~nergy:

4I 10 y how mutch and to whatl level has thie
"fixvd eharge' levied by the State Frncigy
Commission risen?

12, When was the increase made?

(3; What is the purposc of this charge and
the reas~on for its being levied?

(43 rt lDoes the "fixed charge" apply 1(o
aill pensioners or arc thecre any
exclusions: andt

thi if so. on what protinds of eligibility?

(51 in a residence where two meters aire
installed, what Fixed charge is levied?

Mr MENSAROS replked'

(11 By $1.32 per mnonth to $2 per mionth.

'2' Ffrective from the 1st July. 1977,

34 To cover those costs associated with the
suopply it) a cupstomer's property irrespec-
tive of the amounrt of energy consumed.

441 al Yes. hut those pensioner% holding
at pensioner health benelit card may
apply for a rebate of portion of the
fixed chairge.

bth Those cuostomners who hold at pen-
sioner health benefit card and are
supplied uinder table 1) of schedule
No. I or table 14 of schedule No. 2
may aipply for the rebate.
The rebate applies, to those eligible
customners who consuime less than
630 kWh per quarter.

1i 1 if a cststoner has two meters connected
at. difrerent tariff's where each tarilf'
attracts at tixed charge two fixed charges
apply.

111*1& P'RODUtCT'ION

Vuiwial Assifslanrr

912. Mr- CARR, to the Treasurer:

411 Is hie awaure of any source of finds,
either Government or private, to help
meet the costs of prodLictiori of ai film
or to help complete a film which ha15
Iulreaity been "shot""?

421 If "Yes", will he please advis-

(ii t he source of fuinds:
I h) how ito apply?

Sir CHARI.FS COURT replied:

I i and (2) The Autralin Film Conirnis-
sion has funds availuble for equitly pair-
ticipantion in Australian films which the
commission aSSeSS as having prospects
of commercial via bility. Persons inter-
esled in applying for assistance froms the
commission should write to-

The Chairman,
Aisi ralian Film Commission.
8 West Street.
North Sydney.

Thew Minister for Industirial Development
is cuirrently considering a sc~heme to give
support to Western Autstraliun filmn pro,-
ulilcers and is having discussions with
representatives of the local industry,
However, details of the scheme have not
yet been fin alised.

I am) not aware of any private sources
of finance which are available specifi-
eally to help meetl the production costs
of fls

H g'EA I IHxcs

913. Mr ('ARR, [to the Minister for Health:

1I) Is he awaire of recentl press comment
suuggesting that a new strain of venereal
disease, naimely, Saigon Rose or Vietnam
Rose. has been defected in Perth?

(21 DIocs his tepiirtment have any informa-
lioin either contirming or denying the
Suggest ioin?

(3) if -yes" to (2i. Will he plea1se MaLe
any information on this neCI strain
avaii ilaIc to the H-otise?

Mr RIDGE repilied:
aind 421 Yes.

The Public H-ealth lDepartment has de-
tected on at few occasions a new variety
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of the micro-organism Neisseria Gon-
orrhoea which causes gonorrhoea. This
new variety produces a substance called
penicillinase which renders penicillin
ineffective in treatment. These organisms
and other new strains have been re-
ported elsewhere in the world and are
given various colloquial names, e.g.
Saigon Rose, Vietnam Rose, etc. The
new variety is readily detectable at the
laboratory and alternative forms of
treatment are available and are used.

TRAFFIC

Speed Limit in Flores Road

914. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Police and
Traffic:
(1) What is the speed limit in Flores Road,

Geraldton, near the rubbish tip entrance?
(2) When was the speed limit on this road

last altered?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) 60 km/h.
(2) The 16th September, 1977.

CONSUMER PROTECTION

Osborne Foundation

915. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Consumer
Affairs:
(1) Is he aware of a body in Sydney called

the Osborne Foundation which seeks
funds from persons in this State?

(2) Will he please indicate whether this is
considered by his department to be a
bona fide organisation?

(3) Will he please advise of any information
available concerning this group?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Yes. The Commissioner for Consumer

Affairs made enquiries to the Bureau of
Consumer Affairs in NSW.

(2) The organisation is a fringe religious
group. Inquiries are being made by the
NSW bureau to the District Attorney of
Tulso, Oklahoma, USA, where the head
office of the foundation is situated.

(3) The Osborne Foundation is registered
as a business in the Corporate Affairs
Office of NSW. The present Sydney
address of the foundation is not known
but it is represented by Norton Smith

and Co., a firm of solicitors. The founda-
tion operates an extensive mailing cam-
paign by means of letters seeking funds
in return for prayers to be said for the
"miracle" most desired by the addressees
of the letters. In view of the advice re-
ceived from NSW I would strongly
advise people in Western Australia who
receive such letters to ignore them.

RENTAL ACCOMMODATION
Rent: Increases

9t6. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Housing:
(1) Have all State Housing Commission

tenants been advised in writing of in-
crease in weekly rentals?

(2) If not-
(a) how many have yet to be contacted;
(b) what is the cause of the delay?

(3) If written advice is not being given, what
method is being used?

Mr
(1)

O'CONNOR replied:
to (3) All tenants, with the exception
of single unit pensioners, have been ad-
vised.
As all single unit pensioners have a
common income, and are on a rebated
rent of $7.60 per week, the need -for an
advice did not arise.

PUBL[C SERVICE
Stafl Budget Approvals

917. Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:
When is it expected Public Service staff
budget approvals for 1977-78 will be
approved and made known?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
Departments have been advised by the
Under-Treasurer of financial allocation
for new staff for 1977-78.
The Public Service Board is now prepar-
ing advice to departments setting out
procedures for them to follow in order
to obtain approvals for such new staff.

PERTH CITY COUNCIL
Town Plan

918. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Urban
Development and Town Planning;

With reference to my question 206 of
1977 regarding the Perth City Council
town plan, can he advise the present
status of the Council's new town plan?
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Mr RUSHTON replied:
Notice of preliminary approval of the
Perth City Council Town Planning
Scheme will be given shortly-I antici-
pate on the 14th October-and it will
then be available for public inspection.

SCHOOLS

Classifications and Dudley Park

919. Mr SHALDERS, to the Minister for Edut-
cation:

(1) Would he list all class-4 schools in the
State together with the enrolments at
each of those schools?

(2) What are the total number of classes in
class-3 schools with 23 or less pupils?

(3)' What are the anticipated enrolments at
Dudley Park primary school in the years
1978, 1979 and 1980?

(4) What is the minimum enrolment required
for a primary school to be given I A clas-
sification?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:.

(1) A list of all class 4 schools and their
enrolments will be forwarded by mail.

(2) 181 at 1st July, 1977,

(31 1978-510 plus 50 Pre-primary*, 560.
1979-565 plus 50 Pre-primary*, 615.
1980-625 plus 50 Pre-primary*, 675.

*These estimates da not take into ac-
count the possible provision of addi-
tional pre-primary facilities to cater
for increases in the 5-year-old popula-
lion.

(4) 600 at present, 500 from Ist Jannuary,
1978.

BROCKMAN HIGHWAY

Traffic Count and Upgrading

920. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Transport:

(1) What is the daily traffic count on Brock-
man Highway between Nannup and
Karridale?

(2) When was this count taken?

(3) Following his inspection of sections of
the road is he in any position to advise
if and when funds would be available
to upgrade this tourist highway?

(62)

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) 249 vehicles per day at Karridale.

65 vehicles per day midway between
Karridale and Nannup.

(2) Counts were taken in October and Sep-
tember, 1976, respectively.

(3) Not at this stage; but the matter is be-
ing examined and consideration will be
given to allocating funds in 1978-79.

STATE HOUSING COMMI1SSION
DOCUM ENTS

Opposition Access

921. Mr JAMIESON, to the Premier:
(1) Who ordered an investigation into how

the Opposition received State Housing
Commission documents showing that the
Commission does not have sufficient
funds to carry out its building pro-
gramme?

(2) Who was ordered to conduct the
investigation?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) and (2) The General Manager of th 'e

State Housing Commission acted in
terms of his responsibilities as a perman-
ent head and the provisions of the Pub-
lie Service Act.

922. This question was postponed.

SEWERAGE TREATMENT

Gosnells Plan:

923. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for Water
Supplies:

(I) Is it intended to move the sewerage
treatment plant at the corner of Warton
Road and Spencer Road, Gosnells, to
another site?

(2) If so, what is the alternate site, and
when is the move likely to be made?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) Yes, with the exception of the pumping
station, which is a permanent installa-
tion.

(2) It is proposed that one of the two units
now on site will be transferred to the
Forrestfleld treatment plant in the first
half of 1978: the date of relocation of
the second unit has yet to be determined.
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WARTON AND SPENCER ROADS

Completion of Ex'cavat ions

924. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for Works:
Can he tell the House when the excava-
tions across the intersection of Wartori
Road and Spencer Road, Gosnells, will
be completed and both roads rettirned to
their normal condition?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
Work carried out by the Metropolitan
Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage
Board has been completed, and the City
of Gosnells is carrying out road repairs.
which are expected to be completed in
the near future.

WARTON ROAD

- Extension

925. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is it intended to extend Warton Road,
Gosnells, across Spencer Road to Albany
Highway?

(2) If so, when is this extension likely to be
made?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(I) It is understood that the City of Gos-
nells is planning to extend Olga Road
across the Canning River to join Spencer
Road at its junction with Warton Road.

(2) To -my knowledge the City of Gosnells
has not determined a final alignment and
to date it has not requested Government
support for this project. I am not (here-
fore aware of when this extension is
likely to he made.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

LIVE SHELLS

Warnbro

1. Mr BARNETT: To the Premier:

Is the Premier aware of the reports of
live shells being found in the last few
days at Warnbro?

As a number of my constituents have
expressed concern at the danger people
in the area may be in, will the Premier
advise what action he is able to take
to make the area safe?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

In answer to the member for Rocking-
ham, the only reports I have had are
those that appeared in the Press. In
so far as the second part of his ques-
tion is concerned, I can assure him that
in cases like this I have round both the
Police Force and the military very vigi-
lant and efficient in pursuing the matter
to endeavour to find any ammunition in
an area where it has been disclosed
there could be a residue from World
War It or from other activities.

COMMONWEALTH EMPLOYMENT

SERVICE OFFICE

Distribution of Pamphletes outside Premises

2. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for Police:

(1) Is it a fact that the Superintendent of
the Metropolitan Police Division and the
Superintendent of the Fremantle Police
Division gave permission to citizens to
hand out pamphlets outside Common-
wealth Employment Service offices, and
stated that if the manager of a parti-
cular CES office wished to complain, he
was advised to take civil action if that
was desired?

(2) Is it a fact that an adult and a minor
were arrested today outside tlhe Com-
monwealth Employment Service office at
8 St. George's Terrace?

t3) Is it also a fact that the adult has
been released on bail, but the minor has
been sent to Longmore?

(4) Will he act to defend citizens' demo-
cratic ights to disseminate information
to disadvantaged persons?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
41) to (4) 1 cannot assert whether these

matters raised by the honourable member
are facts or not because I have ab-
solutely no knowledge of them.

Mr Tonkin: What about pan (4)?

Mr O'NEIL: The honourable member is as-
suming that these are the facts and I do
not khow whether they are. I suggest
that if the member wants a considered
answer to his question, he should put
it on the notice paper.
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HOUSING

West Swan

3. Mr HERZFELD, to the Minister for Housing:
(1) Will he confirm the report in the Daily

News of the 71h December, 1976, stat-
ing that a representative of the State
Housing Commission had said funds
had been committed for eight houses
on Lots 64, 65, 66 and 67 Saunders
Street, West Swan?

(2) Was the officer of the State Housing
Commission reported accuirately?

(3) Has the State Housing Commis sion ever
indicated a commitment to build eight
houses on that property?

(4) Likewise, has the Government made a
commitment to build eight houses on
that property?

(5) Have funds ever been committed to
build eight houses on the property?

(6) What was the source of funds used to
construct four houses recently com-
pleted on the property?

(7) Are funds available to build further
houses on the property?

(8) If not, is it the Government's policy to
build further homes at that location?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
I thank the honourable member for the
courtesy of some notice of his question,
the answer to which is its follows-
(I) to (4) At the 7th December, 1976.

it was anticipated eight .homes
would be built on the site, and at
that time, funds were available.

(5) to (8) Funds for the four homes
completed came from State grants
for Aboriginal housing. There are
no further funds available in this
area, and intentions are to ascer-
tain the results of the present
programme before any further
development, if any, will be con-
templated.

DISADVANTAGED PERSONS

Distribution of lnjornwfloin

4. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for Police and
Traffic:

I would point out to the Minister that
the last part of my previous question in
fact was not based upon any assumption,

and for his benefit, 1 will restate my
question. It might be helpful if he look
notes when he receives questions with-
out notice.

Mr O'Neil: I will take it from Hansard.

Mr TONKIN: Will the Minister for Police
and Traffic act to defend citizens' demo-
cratic rights to disseminate, information
to disadvantaged persons?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

I cannot give any sort of guarantee or
take any action until I know the circum-
stances. I am certainly not going to
answer questions which are based upon
suppositious-

Mr Tonk in: That question was not one of
those: will you protect democratic
rights?

Mr O'NEIL:. That is the intention of every
Government.

Mr Tonkin: Then you say you will do it?

Mr O'NEIL: Th.- honourable member's
question is based on certain suppositious
premnises. and I ref use to answer such
questions.

TRANSPORT WORKERS' UN ION

Perishable Goods

5. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:

(I) Is it true that the Transport Workers'
Union will not grant permits to owner-
drivers to transport perishable goods,
despite the fact that these owner-drivers,
in some cases, are being paid above the
rate currently being requested by the
striking owner-drivers?

(2) If the answer to (I1) is "Yes", as well
as making every endeavour to find a
solution to the dispute, will the Minister
make a request to the TWU to allow
the transport of perishable goods such
as flowers, plants and the like, in order
that many small business people and
their employees are not severely injured
fin ancially by this dispute?

Mr ORAYDEN replied:
(1) and (2) Yes.,
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PETROL PRICES
A dvertising Signs

6. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Consumer
Affairs:

I preface my question by pointing out
that many service stations situated on
major roads and highways around Perth
are displaying large signs advertising the
price at which they are selling their
petrol. These signs are very misleading
in that many feature the price for stand-
ard petrol, or for a mixture of stand-
ard and super petrol. In many cases,
there is no indication that the price ad-
vertised is for standard or mixed petrol
and if it is indicated, it is in very small
letters. I believe this is quite misleading
to motorists.
Will the Minister ask his department to
investigate this misleading practice, and
have it stopped?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
This is something we have kept an eye
on for a long time, and we have issued
several warnings in the past.

Mr Tonkin: We want action, not eyes.

Mr GRAYDEN: However, if it is possible,
we will certainly do as requested by the
honourable member.

TELEPHONE IN LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
CHAMBER

Remotval

7. Mr B. T'. BURKE, to the Minister for Police
and Traffic:

My question takes clear account of the
propensity of this Government to insti-
gate CIB inquiries into Government
offices. Will the Minister have inquiries
made into the disappearance of the
telephone which was previously adjacent
to my seat in the Chamber?

The SPEAKER: Order! The member will
resume his seal. The matter of the
removal of the telephone has nothing
whatever to do with the Minister for
Police and Traffic, but in fact has some-
thing to do with the Speaker. If the

member for Balcatta wants to pursue
the matter, I suggest he places his
question on the notice paper.

VEELIRRIE URANIUM DEPOSIT
Aboriginal Sacred Sites

8. Mr GRILL, to the Minister for Mines:
In respect of the Western Mining Cor-
poration Veelirrie uranium deposit-
(1) Did the Government authorise the

State Museum to prepare an
environmental impact statement on
the Possible effects of mining on
any significant Aboriginal sacred
sites or archaeologically significant
sites in the Yeelirrie area?

(2) If so, why has not the report been
released?

(3) Is it correct that since the drawing
up of the report, a major Aboriginal
sacred site has been discovered on
the locality of the proposed townsite
at Yeelirrie?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) My understanding is that the West-

(2)
(3)

ern Mining Corporation submitted
a preliminary environmental state-
ment to my department, and that
statement has been disseminated to
the various authorities and will
ultimately go to the Commonwealth.
I do not have any specific know-
ledge of an individual matter con-
cerning the Perth Museum. How-
ever, if the museum has a query,
I am sure it will come forward.
Answered by (1).
I have no knowledge of any sacred
sites being suddenly discovered, but
it would not surprise me. This has
occurred in the past; as soon as a
company finds minerals, Aboriginal
sacred sites promptly are alleged to
be there. In fact, however, I recall
the then chairman of the company
(Mr Brodie Hall) when replying to
a question, stating in correspond-
ence that there were no Aboriginal
interests, either profane or sacred,
at Yeelirrie.

1956


